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OAU ROBES IN OGUNBODEDE AS
VICE-CHANCELLOR - ELUJOBA
BOWS OUT AMIDST OVATION

T

he eleventh (11th) substantive ViceChancellor of the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Professor Eyitope
Ogungbenro Ogunbodede, has been robed into
office and inaugurated with pomp-and-pageantry
at a rather colourful event which has gone into
the annals of history in the University as being
not only the best attended event of the institution
ever to be held inside the prestigious Oduduwa
Hall, but also the only event of the University and
of course, any ivory
tower anywhere in the
world, till date, to be
treated to the grandeur
of live imperial, royal,
and majestic melody
publicly.
The day was indeed one
that would not be
forgotten in a hurry,
neither would the
inauguration ceremony
for the electrifying
atmosphere and the
overwhelming mood of
joy and celebration
triggered by the
incredible large turn-out
that converged on the venue. Welcoming alland-sundry to the occasion, the Registrar and
Secretary to the Governing Council, Mr. Dotun
Awoyemi, highlighted the journey to the
appointment of a substantive Vice-Chancellor
following the abolition of the 2016 exercise,
affirming that Professor Ogunbodede emerged
winner of the keenly contested exercise and his
emergence was unanimously ratified and
confirmed by the Governing Council.
In his own address, the Pro-Chancellor and
Chairman, Governing Council, Dr. Yemi
Ogunbiyi, again commended all contestants in
the race for their conduct before, and after the
selection process, especially for accepting the
final result of the exercise and even pledging
their readiness to work with the new ViceChancellor. This, according to him, “bears
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testimony to a sense of commitment to service
that is exemplary” even as he noted that their
pledge did not come as a surprise to him having
seen all the candidates clearly as men and
women of integrity and academic distinction.
The Pro-Chancellor who equally thanked
members of the Search Team and the Selection
Committee for the effort they put in to ensure that

Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi (l)
and Acting Vice-Chancellor, Professor Anthony Elujoba (r)
robing the 11th Substantive Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede (m) during his inauguration ceremony

exercise yielded the desired result, went on to
appreciate the Acting Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Anthony Adebolu Elujoba, and placed it on
record that he performed creditably well at the
helm of affairs in the University.
“To have agreed to be Ag. Vice-Chancellor at one
of our University's most trying moments is a
demonstration of great courage and commitment
to an institution we all love dearly. We thank him
for his maturity, his patience, humility, and
perseverance.
As he takes his bow today, we wish him the very
best in his future endeavours, and pray for
continued good health for him and members of
his family”, Ogunbiyi said. Charging the new
Vice-Chancellor to brace up and hit the ground
running quickly as the task before him is a
daunting one, the Pro-Chancellor asserted that
he has no doubt at all that Professor
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Ogunbodede is equal to the task; the task of
healing, of restoration and building anew.
In his maiden address to the University
community, after being robed as ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede,
shared his vision to make the University a
greater, world-class University; nationally and
globally recognised as the epitome of teaching,
transformational scholarship, cutting-edge
research and community service, noting that that
day marked a very significant step in the process
of promoting the University to the enviable level.
Continuing he said, “we shall strive to create,
through teamwork, an enhanced environment
that is conducive for teaching, learning and
transformational research, that will push forward
the frontiers of knowledge, provide high quality
educational experiences for all knowledge
seekers in order to develop their human capacity,
and challenge the human intellect in finding
sustainable solutions to the major
developmental problems of Nigeria and the
World”.
We shall engage staff, students and the
community in mutually beneficial collaborations
and partner with industry and other relevant
stakeholders for the Ile progress of the
University, the nation and the global community
as a whole”, Ogunbodede further submitted.
The new Vice-Chancellor maintained that his
administration would ensure an immediate
review of all academic programmes in the
University, with a view to bringing them in line
with current trend, development and standard,
adding that emphasis would be placed on
training job creators and not job seekers.
Delivering his valedictory speech, Professor
Elujoba, in an emotion-laden tone, thanked the
entire University community for the support he
enjoyed during his tenure, despite his “shortcomings and inadequacies, failure to satisfy
welfare demands, remove all bedbugs in the
hostels, provide every window with mosquito
nets, provided potable water and electricity all
the time, and reduce the stress in the overcrowded lecture theatres”.
To his successor, Professor Elujoba admonished
with a plea, to begin to consciously enforce
obedience and absolute compliance to rules and
regulations, with the principle of “doing things
right,” thereby encouraging self-discipline in both
staff and students.

02

GREAT

IFE

He seized the opportunity of the occasion to
make a passionate appeal to the authorities of
the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) to release his international passport
which was taken into custody in the course of its
investigation into the payment of productivity
allowance to staff last year.
According to him, his various intellectual
assignments are being hampered by his
inaccessibility to the travel document. “I have not
stolen one kobo of anybody, rather I have
donated personal cash into the endowment fund
of the University. As Acting Vice-Chancellor, I pay
for my electricity consumption regularly, settle
my bills in the University guest houses in Lagos
and Abuja. I returned my own productivity bonus
into the University account”, he declared.
Also speaking, His Imperial Majesty, Ooni
Adeyeye Ogunwusi, Ojaja II, who was since the
commencement of the event being praised and
thanked for his royal interventions which were
very instrumental to the return of peace and
normalcy to the University, commended “the
smooth transition from an illustrious son of Ile-Ife,
Elujoba, to an illustrious son of Oduduwa, all the
way from Owo, Ogunbodede”.
Going down memory lane, Ooni Ogunwusi, Ojaja
II, told the gathering that the University was sited
in Ile progress Ife in deference to Ooni Adesoji
Aderemi, having been previously considered to
be taken to Owo in present Ondo State at the
instance of the then Olowo, Oba Olateru
Olagbegi.
Oonirisa noted further that the inauguration
ceremony was indeed special in that the first son
of Ile-Ife to be Vice-Chancellor handed over to a
new Vice-Chancellor, who is an Owo son. To
demonstrate his elation at the event, the royal
father took to singing, playing on the Tope in the
new Vice-Chancellor's name. Kabiyesi
eventually taught the audience the songs, to the
admiration of all.
The high points of the inauguration ceremony,
which some enthusiastic workers of the
University seated in audience intermittently
interrupted with songs in praise of Professor
Elujoba, were the robing of the Vice-Chancellor,
and the surprise presentation of a bust painting
of the Pro-Chancellor, Dr. Ogunbiyi, to him by
Professor Elujoba and his wife, Ajibike.
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OAU ELECTS
BAMIRE, AJILA
DEPUTIES
VICE-CHANCELLOR

PROFESSOR SIMEON BAMIRE

PROFESSOR CHRIS AJILA

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic)

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Administration)

T

he Senate of the Obafemi
Awolowo University, IleIfe, at its sitting of
Wednesday 26th July, 2017 has
elected Professor Simeon
Adebayo BAMIRE and
Professor Chris Olugbenga
AJILA as the Deputy ViceChancellor (Academic) and
D e p u t y Vi c e - C h a n c e l l o r
(Administration) respectively.
Accomplished academics in
their own rights, the two scholars
had, at one time or the other,
been the Dean of their respective
Faculties.
Professor Bamire
Bamire, Adebayo Simeon a
native of Oyan in Odo-Otin
Local Government Area of Osun
State, was born on 18th January,
1959. He completed his primary
e d u c a t i o n i n St . C l a r e s '
Nursery/Primary School,
Osogbo, Nigeria and his
secondary education in St.
Charles' Grammar School,
Osogbo. He was admitted into
the then University of Ife (now
Obafemi Awolowo University,
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Ile-Ife) to read Agricultural Economics in the Faculty of
Agriculture. He completed his first, second and tertiary education
in the Department of Agricultural Economics, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria with Bachelor of Agriculture in 1985,
M.Phil., in 1992, and Ph.D. in 1999. His PhD thesis won the
“National Universities Postgraduate Thesis Award” in 2001. He is
presently a Lecturer/Professor in the same Department. Professor
Bamire has also received different awards for his contribution to
development of the educational sector. These include: Award of
excellence for contribution to Growth & Development of the
Faculty of Agriculture, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife;
Award of excellence for exemplary leadership and remarkable
contributions to the development of the Faculty of Agriculture,
OAU, Ife; Ambassador Award by Great Ife. Alumni Association,
Home Branch in recognition of priceless contributions to the
development of educational sector in Nigeria and for serving as a
worthy ambassador of Great Ife Alumni Association Home
Branch,; Award of outstanding achievement for dedication,
commitment and progress of the Faculty of Agriculture, OAU,
Ile-Ife, Nigeria, Nigerian Association of Agricultural Students
(NAAS) and the Rotary award of excellence for contribution to
Research & Educational Development.
Professor Bamire has proven to be consistently diligent,
disciplined, resourceful and reliable and does quality work. He is
physically fit, mentally sound and emotionally stable in his
approach to issues. While exercising a high level of tolerance, he
is capable of taking decisions that can contribute meaningfully to
the progress of any system in which he finds himself. He has a
good insight and experience of best business practices that could
contribute to development, having served in various capacities in
different committees and assisted tremendously in promoting
academic and research programmes in his Department, Faculty
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and University as a whole.
Professor Bamire has also
participated and still participates
in different on-farm researches
and training programmes which
have provided long-term
interactions with farmers and
nonfarmers in their communities
and business concerns. This is
made possible through his
longtime collaboration with
scientists in the International
Institute of Tropical Agriculture
( I I TA ) , I L R I / D f I D ,
HarvestPlus/IFPRI,
International Wheat & Maize
Improvement Center
(CIMMYT), Makerere
University, United Nations
University Institute of Natural
Resources (UNU-INRA),
United Nations University
World Institute for Development
Economics Research (UNUWIDER), AERC, and the
University for Cooperative
Development (UADC), among
others. As a result, he has
attended different national and
international conferences and
workshops relating to
biodiversity and sustainable
agricultural development and

has participated in collaborative studies involving researchers
from various disciplines on sustainable agricultural production.
Professor Bamire has participated in and written different
technical reports that relate to practical work experiences in
business and development in Nigeria and other developing
nations. He has more than seventy publications in local and
international Journals, which are centred on field experiences on
resource development and institutional support for smallholder
farmers in rural and urban centres for enhanced food security and
poverty reduction - issues of global concern.
Professor Bamire is a member of the socioeconomic group for the
Stress Tolerant Maize for Africa Project, member of
Agribenchmark based in Germany, and Associate Senior
Evaluation Fellow, International Centre for Evaluation and
Development (ICED). He is also a member of different
professional bodies including the African Crop Science Society
(ACSS), Leadership for Environment & Development (LEAD)
and the Nigerian Association of Agricultural Economists
(NAAE). He was a Visiting Scientist at the International Institute
of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and the Vice-Dean, Faculty of
Agriculture, Obafemi Awolowo University in the 2007/2008 &
2008/2009 sessions. He was Head of Department of Agricultural
Economics for the 2010/2011 academic session and Dean,
Faculty of Agriculture for the 2013/2014 and 2014/2015
academic sessions.
Professor Bamire has the necessary professional experience and
competence to contribute meaningfully and share experiences
with other researchers from around the world. He is capable of
working under pressure and meeting with stipulated deadlines. He
is a good team player. He is happily married and blessed with
children.

Professor Chris Ajila
Chris Olugbenga Ajila, a Professor of
Psychology, was born on 13th February, 1956 in
Ado-Ekiti, Ekiti State. He had his tertiary
education at the University of Ibadan, Ibadan,
University of Ado-Ekiti now Ekiti State
University, Ado-Ekiti, and Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife. He bagged his Ph.D
(Psychology) in 1997 with specialization in
Industrial/Organizational Psychology.
Chris Olugbenga Ajila began his academic
career in the University System in 1991 at the
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife as an
Assistant Lecturer and rose through the ranks to
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become a Professor in 2005. He has served the
University in various capacities, such as
Examination Officer; Staff Adviser; Head of
Department and Chief Examiner;
Representative of Dean on various Boards;
Faculty representative in Senate; Chairman,
Faculty Postgraduate Committee; Chairman,
Central University Examination Malpractices
and Disciplinary Committee; and the Dean,
Faculty of Social Sciences (2015 2017).
Professor Ajila has also served as Member of the
Visitation Panel to the College of Education,
Ikere-Ekiti; Member, National Universities
Commission Ad-hoc Accreditation Panel to
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evaluate undergraduate degree programmes in
Social Sciences “B” discipline in Ambrose Alli
University, Ekpoma, Edo State; University of
Ado-Ekiti; Delta State University, Abraka;
Adamawa State University, Mubi; and Benue
State University, Makurdi;. (2007 and 2008);
Member, NUC Accreditation Panel to evaluate
undergraduate degree programmes in Social
Sciences “B” discipline in Nasarawa State
University, Keffi. (2012 April); Chairman, NUC
Ad hoc Accreditation Panel to evaluate the
undergraduate degree programmes in Social
Sciences “F” discipline of the University of
Ado-Ekiti, Ado- Ekiti (November, 2012).
Professor Ajila is External Examiner for B.SC,
M.M.P, M.Sc and Ph.Dprogrammes of the
Department of Psychology, University of
Ibadan, University of Lagos, Ambrose Alli
University, Ekpoma, and Benue State
University, Makurdi; Department of Guidance
and Counselling, University of Ibadan and
Department of Psychology, Ekiti State
University, Ado-Ekiti. He had served as Editor,
Ife Journal of Psychology, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria
(2000-2006);
Member, Editorial Board, The Nigerian Journal
of Psychology (A publication of the Nigerian
Psychological Association). 2004 2007 and
Member, Editorial Board, Obafemi Awolowo
University Press (2002-2005). Professor Ajila
delivered his Inaugural lecture titled: People
and Organisations: The dynamics of workplace
behavior in February, 2014.
While on Sabbatical and accumulated leave at
Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago-Iwoye,
Professor Ajila served as Head, Department of
Psychology (2000 2004 and 2007 - 2010), and at
Bells University of Technology, Ota, he was the
Dean, College of Management Sciences (2012
2013). Professor Ajila's research interests and
publications cover Consumer Behaviour,
Motivation, Job Satisfaction, Organisational
Behaviour, Leadership, Human Resource
Management and Research Methods.He is also a
Fellow of the Nigerian Psychological
Association.

Organization (2006);Employment testing and
Human Resource Management (2012); Workers
Attitudes towards Disciplinary Actions in
Business Organizations (2000); Leadership and
Strategic Human Resource Management in the
Nigerian Local Government Councils(2012);
“Brand Loyalty and Satisfaction as Correlate of
Retention among Mobile Telecommunication
Subscribers in Nigeria (2012); Workplace
Counselling: Implication for
Enhanced
Productivity (2013); Creating a Mentoring
Culture at the Workplace (2014); and Sustaining
Organisational Environment: The Functional
Roles of a 21st Century Manager (2016).He is the
author of a book titled: Understanding and
Conducting Research in the Social and
Management Sciences.
Professor Ajila has well over forty (40)
published articles to his credit in reputable local
and international journals as well as several
proceedings and conference publications. Apart
from his academic prowess, Professor Ajila is an
astute administrator and has demonstrated
professionalism, excellence and great leadership
qualities in administrative positions held.
Professor Chris Olugbenga Ajila has attended
several local and international conferences some
of which include XIth and XIIth International
Family Therapy Association (IFTA) World
Congress held in Akron, Ohio, USA and Oslo,
Norway and Association of Universities
Management Development Workshop held at
Ghana Institute of Management and Public
Administration, Accra, Ghana. He is also a
Member of some local and international
professional Association such as Counseling
Association of Nigerian (CAN), Chartered
Institute of Personnel Management (CIPM),
International Family Therapy Association
(IFTA), and Fellow, Nigerian Psychological
Association (FNPA). His hobbies include
reading, table tennis and footballing. He is
happily married with children.

Amongst his publications are: Influence of
Rewards on Workers Performance in an
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OBAFEMI AWOLOWO
UNIVERSITY APPOINTS
A NEW REGISTRAR

Mrs. Margret Omosule
The Registrar

T

he Governing Council of
O b a f e m i Aw o l o w o
University has appointed
Mrs. Margaret Idowu OMOSULE
as the 12th Registrar and Secretary
to the Governing Council of the
U n i v e r s i t y.
Prior to this
appointment, Mrs. Omosule was the
Deputy Registrar and Acting
Director, Vice-Chancellor’s Office.
Margaret Idowu OMOSULE (Nee
EJIMIRHUGBE), a native of
Ughelli South Local Government,
Delta Central Senatorial District,
Delta State, was born on April 8,
1961 in Arijan, Ogun State. The
new Registrar holds a Bachelor of
Arts (B.A) (ed.) degree in History
(1984) and Masters Degree (M. A)
in Guidance and Counselling (1990)
both from
Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife. She is currently
on her Ph.D. Programme in the
Department of Educational
Foundations and Counselling,
Faculty of Education, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.
Mr. Omosule began to garner work
experience as an Education Officer
at the Ministry of Education, Akure
during her NYSC Scheme between
1984 and 1985. She was also a
Guidance and Counsellor, Moremi
High School, Obafemi Awolowo
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University, Ile-Ife from 1991 to 1995. Before she joined the services
of Obafemi Awolowo University as an Administrative Officer 1 on
January 23rd, 1995 and rose through the ranks to the post of Deputy
Registrar in 2008, which was her designation prior to her
appointment as the Registrar. Since she joined the Staff of the
University, Mrs. Omosule had served in different capacities and in
various arms of the University, namely, the Directorate of Student’s
Affairs as Administrative Officer/Assistant Registrar (January 23,
1995 – September 30, 2007); Academic Staff Establishment as
Principal Assistant Registrar (October 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008);
Administrative and Technical Staff Establishment as Principal
Assistant Registrar (July 1, 2008 – December 4, 2011); Senate
Division as Deputy Registrar (December 5, 2011 – July 31, 2016);
Directorate of Academic Affairs as Acting Director (August 1, 2016 –
April 24, 2017) and Vice-Chancellor’s Office as Acting Director
(April 25, 2017 to Date). In these areas, Mrs. Omosule has acquired
varied experience in the University Administration processes and
procedures at junior, intermediate and higher levels, having worked
in different capacities and in various sections of the University in
different capacities. She has rendered services to the following
National and International Bodies: Resource Person at National
Youth Service Commission (NYSC), Pre-Mobilization Workshop
held in Yenagoa, Bayelsa State in 2004 and the one held in Jos,
Plateau State in 2006. Resource Person (Supervisor, Nasarawa
State) for the USAID Funded COMPASS Project: Baseline
Household Facility and School Surveys, 2005. She was a member of
Technical Committee on Learning Plus (An initiative of UNICEF’s
Basic Education and Gender Equity (BEGE) programme). Resource
Person (Team Leader, Benue State) for the UNICEF/Federal
Ministry of Education Learning Plus Survey, 2008. Resource Person
in Life Vanguards’ Training Programmes in Reproductive Health and
Entrepreneurial Skills Development for Students of Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. Secretary, Higher Education Resources
– West Africa (HERS WA).
She is a University Administrator par excellence and belongs to
many professional organisations, namely, Association of Nigeria
University Professional Administrators (ANUPA), Institute of
Corporate Administration, Nigerian Institute of Management and
Critical Thinking Society.
Mrs. Omosule’s extra-curricular activities include travelling, reading
autobiographies of prominent individuals and watching movies. She
is married to Dr. Omonone Omosule, and the marriage is blessed with
three children.
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AYANSINA
BECOMES OAU’S
NEW BURSAR

T

he Governing Council of the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile – Ife,
has appointed Mr. Samson Olayide AYANSINA as the new Bursar of
the University. Until his appointment, Mr. Ayansina worked in the
Finance Department of the College of Medicine, University of Ibadan, Oyo
State, as a Deputy Bursar/Financial Controller. Born on the 15th day of
February, 1962, in the ancient city of Eruwa in Oyo State, Samson Ayansina
attended Methodist Primary School, Ago–Ajala, Temidire, Eruwa, between
1969 and 1974 before proceeding to Baptist Modern/ Commercial School,
Eruwa from 1974 to 1978. He obtained his West Africa School Certificate in
1984 and thereafter, gained admission into The Polytechnic, Ibadan (1984 –
1986) where he obtained a National Diploma and emerged Overall Best
Student in Business Administration. While in the Polytechnic, Mr. Ayansina
obtained an Advanced Level (‘A’ Level) General Certificate of Education.
Not satisfied with this educational attainment, the young Ayansina, at various
times, attended the University of Ibadan, from 1999 to 2000, and from 2001
to 2003. And in 2005, he gained admission into the Lead City University,
Ibadan where be bagged a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc) degree, First Class
Honours, in Accounting and emerged Overall Best Student in Auditing in
2007.
A Fellow of Chartered Accountant Mr. Ayansina’s working experience cuts
across all areas of accounting. He was a secretarial staff between 1986 and
1990 and upon passing the examinations of Institute of Chartered Accountant
of Nigeria; he was redeployed to Bursary Department as an Accounts Officer
(1990 – 1993). From 1991 to 1993, he worked in the Cash Office and Finance
Office, Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine.
Between 1993 and 1996, he served as a Senior Accountant, was overseeing
the reconciliation of the University Bank Accounts with some Accounts of
the Central Bank of Nigeria and Wema Bank, including Advances section.
From 1996 to 2004, he became a Principal Accountant and Chief Accountant
respectively, and was in the Finance Office, Institute and Faculty of
Education where he was in charge of different accounts, representing the
Bursar and supervising all financial transactions.
On the 1st day of April, 2008, Mr. Ayansina was promoted to the rank of a
Deputy Bursar/Financial Controller in the College of Medicine, University
of Ibadan, where he generally supervised and coordinated the financial and
administrative activities of the Department.
The new Bursar belongs to several National and International Organisations
and has rendered unquantifiable services to humanity through these
organisations.
He was a member, Investigation Panel set-up to investigate allegations
leveled against the Vice-Chancellor, Registrar and Bursar, Osun State
University, Osogbo, 2015; Chairman, Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Nigeria, Ibadan and District Society, 2016 to date. Vice-Chairman, Institute
of Chartered Accountants of Nigeria, Ibadan and District Society, 2014 –
2016; Member, Finance and General Purpose Committee, Institute of
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Mr. Samson Ayansina
The Bursar

Chartered Accountants of Nigeria,
2015. He was also a Chief Invigilator,
Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Nigeria; Group Leader, Professional
Examinations of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Nigeria;
Member, LOC, 9th Western District
Conference, Oyo/Ogbomoso of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Nigeria, Oyo 2015; Member, LOC,
10th Western District Conference,
Ijebu-Ode of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Nigeria, Ijebu-Ode
2016; Member, CPC 11th Western
District Conference, Amuwo-Odofin,
Lagos of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Nigeria, February
2017; Member, CPC 12th Western
District Conference, Ota, Ogun State of
Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Nigeria, February 2018; Auditor,
Ibadan Baptist Conference of the
Nigeria Baptist Convention, Hebron
Centre, Ibadan; Treasurer, Chosen
Generation Baptist Association of the
Nigeria Baptist Convention, Moniya;
Deacon, Imole-Oluwa Baptist Church,
Moniya, Ibadan; Member, Omo-Ogun
Kristi Society, Imole Oluwa Baptist
Church, Moniya, Ibadan; Treasurer,
Abiola Quarters Landlord Association,
Moniya; Member, Okele Executive
Social Club, Eruwa.
His extra-curricular activities include:
Gardening, Reading, Singing, Table
Tennis.
Mr. Ayansina is happily married and
blessed with four children.

MAGAZINE

OGUNTUASE
RESUMES AS
OAU LIBRARIAN

D

r. Oguntunase Femi Zaccheaus has officially resumed as the
new University Librarian. He was born on 13th April, 1956 at
Iro-Ekiti, Ekiti State. He started his primary education at St.
Luke's Primary School, Iro-Ekiti and later attended Ansar-Ud-Deen
Grammar School, Ikare Akoko between 1970 and 1974. He proceeded
to the then University of Ife, now Obafemi Awolowo University from
1977 to 1981 where he obtained a Bachelor of Art Degree in English
Language/Education. Subsequently, he was admitted into the
University of Ibadan in 1984 for a Master of Library Studies (MLS)
degree. In order to equip himself with essential dynamic skills to
function in the challenging and changing Nigerian environment, he
obtained a Master of Business Administration Degree (MBA) and Post
Graduate Diploma in Computer Science (PGDCS) from the Federal
University of Technology, Akure. He returned to the University of
Ibadan in 2013 for a Ph.D in Library Studies. Dr. Oguntuase is a
Chartered Librarian registered with the Librarian Registration Council
of Nigeria (LRCN) and has the requisite skills in Computing and
Information and Communication Technology (ICT). He also has
competence in the use of computer software and library software
especially in the Learning Management System environment.
His professional experience spans over a period of twenty nine (29)
years that is, from 1986 to date. He joined the services of the Federal
University of Technology, Akure in 1986 as a Librarian II and one of
the pioneer librarians who built the library from the scratch to the
present stage. Since joining the University Library, he had served in all
the units and divisions as a Cataloguer, Circulation Librarian, Serials
Librarian, Government Document/Special Collections Librarian,
Head, Audio Visual and Educational Technology Centre, Head of ICTUnit, and Pioneer Head of Schools Libraries.
Dr. Oguntuase had a rare privilege of serving as a pioneer University
Librarian in Ajayi-Crowther University, Oyo where he took active part
in the completion of the modern Library building, as well as laid the
library operational procedures.
Dr. Oguntuase had made some modest contributions to the University
Library of Federal University of Technology, Akure. As a middle level
officer, he set up the Audio-Visual/Educational Technology Centre in
the Library in 1987. He introduced “Open House” to showcase library
functions at the beginning of semesters.
Dr. Oguntuase has been leading the Library Accreditation Teams for
NUC accreditation exercises in FUTA since 2005 up till date and the
library components of the exercises have always been successful. He
headed the Team that set up six schools (faculties) libraries in 1987.
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Dr. ‘Femi Oguntuase
University Librarian

Dr. Oguntuase is a bonafide
member of ASUU which he
represented on the Review for the
Guidelines for the Appointment
and Promotion of Academic Staff
at FUTA. He was also a member of
the following: Enterprise
Research Group of the Centre for
Research and Development
(CERAD); Committee for the
Commencement of the School of
Management Technology, FUTA;
Secretary, ASUU Academic
Ethics Committee; Assistant
Secretary, ASUU FUTA; Welfare
Officer, FUTA Academic Staff
C o o p e r a t i v e S o c i e t y ; D r.
Oguntuase is the Vice-Chairman
Nigerian Library Association,
Ondo State Chapter; Member
Nigerian Library Association
Cataloguing and Classification
Section of the NLA; National
Association for the Advancement
o f K n o w l e d g e ( N A FA K ) ;
National Association of Education
M e d i a a n d Te c h n o l o g y
(NAEMT).
Dr. Oguntuase attended several
conferences, Seminars and
Workshops. His hobbies include
reading, writing and praise
Worshipping.
He is happily
married with children.
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I

n appreciation of the goodness of the Lord in his
life and the successes recorded thus far by his
administration, the Vice Chancellor of the
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile - Ife, Professor
Eyitope Oginbodede, had a special thanksgiving
service at the Gospel Faith Mission International in
Opa, Ilesa road, Ile - Ife.
Giving testimony about his emergence as the 11th
substantive Vice Chancellor of OAU, Ogunmodede
said that he had no choice than to invite his team of
Principal Officers, Provosts of Colleges, Deans of
Faculties, Heads of Departments and Units, Friends
and well wishers to the Church to thank God with
him for His mercies.

Ogunbodede
Celebrates
One Year in
Office with
Thanksgiving

Admonishing the congregation to put their trust in
God, the Deputy General Overseer of the Gospel
Faith Mission International, Dr. Oluwayemi, lauded
the unwavering faith that Professor Ogunbodede
had in God, adding that "nobody can get anything on
earth except that which is given to him or her from
heaven".
The Deputy General Overseer then charged the staff
and students of OAU to constantly support and
always pray for the Vice Chancellor so that his
administration would record unprecedented
development that would make OAU the best in
Nigeria and Africa.
Present at the occasion were the Deputy Vice
Chancellor (academic), Professor Simeon Bamire;
Deputy Vice Chancellor (administration), Professor
Chris Ajila; Registrar, Mrs. Margaret Omosule;
University Liberian, Dr. Femi Oguntuase and the
Bursar, Mr. Samson Ayansina, among others.
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ETSU NUPE COMMENDS
FG, CHARGES OAU
COUNCIL ON
DEVELOPMENT
development that would make it to be ranked
the best in Nigeria and one of the best in
Africa and the world at large.
Earlier, the Pro - Chancellor and Chairman
of Council, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi, had lauded
Etsu Nupe for his peaceful, fatherly role
which eventually restored OAU to the path
of normalcy after a turbulent period that
nearly consumed the University.

T

he Chancellor of Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile - Ife, and Etsu Nupe, His
Majesty, Alhaji Yahaya Abubarka, has
commended the Federal Government for
choosing people of impeccable credentials
whose penchant for diligence and excellence
is second
to none as members of the Governing Council
of Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile - Ife.
Etsu Nupe stated this when the Governing
Council, led by its Chairman, Dr. Yemi
Ogunbiyi, paid a courtesy visit on him in his
palace in Bida, Niger State.
Enthusiastically, the royal father said that the
federal government has made his job on OAU
much easier because the members of Council
are patriotic Nigerians who have made their
marks indelible in their respective
professions.
He charged them to bring their wealth of
experience to bear in formulating policies and
taking decisions that would take the
University to much greater heights. He
believed that within the next four years, OAU
would have witnessed tremendous
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Dr. Ogunbiyi, thereafter, pledged that his
team of tested and trusted individuals would
justify the confidence reposed in them by
doing all within their respective means and
power to further project the positive image of
OAU to the outside world.
Thanking the Chancellor for giving them
audience at a short notice, the Vice Chancellor,
Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, expressed the
readiness of his administration to work
together with the Council in order to achieve,
to a reasonable extent, the goals and realise the
objectives of the founding fathers of the
University.
Members of the Council include Ulu Awa
Arua, Alhaji Ishaq Kunle Sanni, Muhammad
Bello Kaoje, Professor Felix Madubuike, and
Mr. Inowei Akono.
Others are Professors Tiwalade Olugbade,
Funmi Soetan, Mabayoje Aluko and Francisca
Aladejana. Dr. Bisi Olowokere, Mr. Segun
One and Dr. A. Mosobolaje.
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FG BACKS OAU TO
SUCCEED WITH PIONEER
AGRICULTURAL PROJECT

T

he Federal Government is determined to provide all that it would require to ensure that the agricultural
intervention project to be pioneered at the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, bankrolled by the
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to the tune of Three Billion Naira (N3bn), is tremendously successful.
The Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Chief Audu Ogbe, has said.
Chief Ogbe, who equally accepted a challenge from the Soil Science department of OAU's Faculty of
Agriculture, in respect of the need to canvass requisite soil test in order to determine the appropriate quantity
and type of fertilizer to be applied on
farmlands in different parts of the
country, was speaking at a public forum
to sensitize the members of the
University Community and environs to
seize the opportunity of the intervention
project to contribute their quota to
government's initiative to diversify the
nation's economy from its monoresource nature to multi-resource,
emphasising the pivotal role of
agriculture.
The public forum, facilitated by the ProChancellor and Chairman, Governing
Council of Obafemi Awolowo
University, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi, who has
been a close ally of the Honourable
Minister, saw Chief Ogbe lament the
untold hardship which the prevailing
economic recession in the country has
subjected citizens to, adding that
Nigeria has failed to utilize all her
endowments for the betterment of her
citizens.

(L - R) Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi; the Honourable
Minsiter of Agriculture, Chief Andu Ogbeh and the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede during the interactive forum on the agricultural project

the nation's currency. Bad economic policies coupled with lack of
long-term plan have set the nation back drastically”, he said.

Chief Ogbe, himself a farmer, commended the authorities of the
University on its cattle-rearing technique following the information
provided by Professor Aderibigbe that the University has a ranch
While pleading with Nigerians to be where it rears cattle under international best practice and sell
patient with the President Muhammadu nourishing beef to members of the University Community at one
Buhari-led administration in the efforts thousand, two hundred naira per kilogram.
to turn-around the fortunes of the
country, the Honourable Minister urged The Pro-Chancellor and Chairman, OAU Governing Council, Dr.
Nigerians, especially youths to embrace Yemi Ogunbiyi, in his address, stated that OAU is ready to partner
agriculture as it is the only way out of with the Ministry to move agriculture forward as OAU has both
the economic recession facing the manpower and natural resources to support the programme and
country now. He challenged the ivory make the University the food basket of Osun State.
towers to partner the government in the
effort to reposition agriculture in the The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, in his own
country, saying that the country's remark expressed his administration's appreciation to the
economy had been sick for more than Honourable Minister for the visit and further commended him for
forty (40) years as a result of his outstanding commitment to the success of the proposed
dependence on crude oil at the expense agriculture intervention project in OAU. He similarly thanked the
of other sectors.
Pro-Chancellor, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi for facilitating the town hall
“The nation's economy is a consuming meeting, stressing that OAU has all it takes to accomplish any
one. We import nearly everything. agricultural programme the Minister brings to OAU.
This is responsible for the weakness of
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ND

IFE SUMMER
INSTITUTE:
Oxford Don Reiterates Quality
Research, Publication

– Professor Jacob Kehinde Oluponna

A

n Oxford, United Kingdom (UK) based University Don,
Professor Wale Adebanwi, has challenged Nigerian
Universities’ scholars and researchers not to be daunted by the
myriads of problems they encounter in their efforts at churning out
quality publications and research findings, even as he reiterated that their
resilience in scholarly works will keep advancing the frontiers of
knowledge and posterity will not be forget such contributions in a hurry.
Professor Adebanwi stated this while delivering a keynote address title
“The Social life of a Scholarly Publication: From Conception to
Execution”, at the opening ceremony of the Ife Summer Institute 2018,
organized by the Ife Summer Institute of Advanced Studies for the
Foundation run by Professor Jacob Oluponna and his wife, Mary.
The Oxford University Political Science Professor asserted that it is high
time academics in Nigeria and Africa in general, stopped complaining
about lack of infrastructure and conducive environment for scholarly
works and researches, adding that they should reach deep within and
stimulate the necessary impetus that will encourage and facilitate their
works.
He maintained, while appealing to researchers to learn to wait patiently
for the full gestation of their researches, that rejection is a part of learning
the rope and thus added that it is important individual researcher devise a
mechanism for coping with rejection of articles, no matter how painful it
might be. In his words, “be inspired beyond the apparent limitations to
scholarly publications. Work harder and be imaginative to produce a
work that can scale the hurdle of rejection and be published
internationally”.
Earlier at the event, the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, welcomed eminent dignitaries to the University for the
official flag-off of the 2nd Ife Summer Institute, an academy, the
University is very proud to host.
He thanked the Harvard University-based Professor Kehinde Oluponna
and his wife for their passion for the Obafemi Awolowo University, IleIfe, adding that the Oluponnas, being world citizens, could have taken
the Institute elsewhere, but instead they chose Ife. Ogunbodede said the
University administration is indeed grateful for this.
Also speaking, the convener, erudite Professor Jacob Oluponna gave an
insight into the conception of the academy, disclosing that his passion at
raising a new generation of young scholars worldwide, particularly in
Nigeria and Africa, who can compete favourably in their chosen areas of
scholarship, birthed the Institute of Advanced Studies.
He stated further that the positive reports of the pioneer Fellows of the
Institute were the impetus for the prompt organization of this second
edition, adding that the choice of OAU as the host was not far-fetched,
given the affinity he and his family has with the University.
The opening ceremony equally saw presentation of goodwill messages
by General Abdulaman Danbazau (rtd.), the Honourable Minister of
Interior, Federal Republic of Nigeria; Alayeluwa, His Royal Majesty,
Oba Adedokun Abolarin, Aroyinkaye I, Orangun of Oke-Ila; the
President, Nigerian Academy of Letters, Professor Olu Obafemi; the
Chairman, Committee of Deans and Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Professor Niyi Aluko; and the Provost, Postgraduate College, Professor
Gbenga Alebiowu, among other dignitaries.
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INTERIOR MINISTER,
DANBAZAU STORMS OAU,
COMMENDS MANAGEMENT

T

he Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede played
host to the Honourable
Minister of Interior, General
Abdulraman Danbazau, who
visited the Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife,
as the Special Guest of
Honour at the opening
ceremony of the Ife Summer
Institute 2018, convened by
the Harvard University,
United States basedProfessor Jacob Kehinde
Oluponna (FNAL, NNOM)
and his wife, Mary.
Receiving General
Danbazau, a long time friend
of the Oluponnas at his
office, Professor
Ogunbodede expressed the
University administration’s
delight at the visit of the
H o n o u r a b l e M i n i s t e r,
thanking him for accepting
the invitation to be the
Special Guest of Honour at
the flag-off of the two-week
long academy.
The Vice-Chancellor who

13

recalled meeting General
Danbazau as a doctoral
candidate at Harvard
University, while there also
on sabbatical leave,
commended the
Honourable Minister ’s
disposition to academic
excellence and scholarship,
noting that this is a rare
combination in high
ranking military personnel
of this part of the world. He
narrated a lecture that Dr.
Danbazau had delivered at
Harvard stating that his contribution to knowledge through the lecture
was enormous, and that if he had been in academics, he would have been a
Professor because of his intellectual capacity.
Responding, the Minister thanked the Vice-Chancellor and other
Principal Officers of the University for the good work they have been
doing and further thanked the service commanders who had thronged the
Vice-Chancellor’s office, venue of the reception, to welcome him, adding
that their efforts have ensured peace in the University and the state in
general.
Dr. Danbazau who told the gathering he has a very close relationship with
the Oluponnas as their family friend, stated that OAU has contributed
greatly to military development in Nigeria, assuring that he will always
honour any invitation the University extends to him in or out of office.
He re-affirmed the federal government’s commitment to ending incessant
killings in the nation and improving general security of lives and property.
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FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE
HOLDS 10TH FACULTY
LECTURE, AWARD

T

he tenth (10th) annual Faculty Lecture and Awards ceremony of
the Faculty of Agriculture, Obafemi Awolowo University, IleIfe, has held with a call on necessary stakeholders to ensure that
the seemingly intractable herders-farmers crisis in the country is
pragmatically curtailed in order to bring its attendant wanton
destruction of lies and property under control.
Delivering the lecture titled “Harder-Farmers Crisis in Nigeria:
Political Economy of a Looming Tragedy of the commons, Professor
Aderibigbe Olomola, the guest lecturer, described as condemnable the
alarming trend which the crisis assumed in the course of the year,
warming of dire consequences for the nation if the trend continues
unabated.
The renowned international scholar ranked globally by the US-based
ACADEMIA in 2016 to be in to two-percent (2%) of scholars on an
academia.edu, who explored a whole new vista of opportunities through
which a lasting solution could be found to the perennial problem,
tasked stakeholders to demonstrate serious commitment to the efforts at
combating the menace, rather than sheer lip-service.
Welcoming eminent personalities from far and near who had converged
at the Oduduwa Hall, venue of the ceremony, the Dean of the Faculty,
Professor Durodoluwa Oyedele, emphasised the relevance of the
lecture’s title to the sustenance of peace and progress in the country,
adding that the choice of Professor Olomola Aderibigbe as the guest
lecturer was arrived at after a vigorous and painstaking search.
He said the lecturer is the Faculty’s modest contribution to nation
building, adding that the present University administration under the
leadership of Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede has been so supportive of
the Faculty’s strive towards development The Faculty of Agriculture
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife on Thursday November 22, 2018
holds her 10th Faculty lecture and Award presentation at the Oduduwa
Hall of the University. The programme which started around 10am was
graced by dignitaries all over the country.
The Chairman of the occasion Dr. Benedict Oramah; Guest Lecturer
Professor Aderibigbe Olomola; the Royal Father of the day His Royal
Majesty Oba Kole Ojutalayo Faderera I, Laroka of Wanikin-Ife, Osun
State; the Special Guest of Honour, Engineer Bashir Awotorebo among
many others. The awardees of the day include Professor A.A. Amusan
(the immediate past Faculty of Agricultures (Dean OAU); Professor
Aderibigbe Olomola (the Guest Lecturer); Mr. Oladele Suraj Oladotun
(Ajilesoro Farms Nigeria Limited); Dr. Adebola Ismail Akindele
(Courteville Business Solutions Yaba Lagos) and Dr. Ganiyu
Adebowale Adedeji (Coordinator Fadama III Osun State).
The Vice-Chancellor welcome the guest, awardee and all in attendance
to the great Ife and he said he was glad to be part of the great occasion
noting the fact that all what we are seeing today on campus started from
the Faculty of Agriculture. He further thanked the Guest Lecturer
Professor Aderibigbe Olomola for a good work he has been doing all
over the country and for a good research done to present a lecture titled:
Herders – Farmers crisis in Nigeria Political Economy of a looming
Tragedy of the commons. He further enjoyed all to please listen
carefully to the lecture from the renowned Professor of International
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Standard because the topic itself is what
is affecting the Nation Nigeria now, he
rounded off by thanking the dean and the
faculty at large for putting the
programme together and also to the
students of the faculty and the
University at large for their patients and
contributions to the growth of the
University.
The guest lecturer Professor Olomola
Aderibigbe took the audience through a
great and interesting lecture which he
proffer solution to the Herders-Farmers
crisis in the country which the other
were able to flow with. The lecture
ended with questions and answers from
students and other guest and
contributions were given by some
renowned Professors of the University.
In his remarks as the Chief Host, the
Vice-Chancellor, appreciated the guests
for gracing the occasion and
congratulated the awardees for the
honour done them at the event, noting
the fact that all being seen on the
University campus today have their
roots traceable to the Faculty building of
Agriculture which housed the
University administration from
inception till it was moved to the
University Hall where it is today.
He further thanked the guest lecturer,
Professor Aderibigbe Olomola for
accepting to deliver the lecture at such a
relevant time as this in the history of the
nation, expressing the hope that the
solution that Professor Aderibigbe
Olomola will proffer with the nation
curtails the menace of Herders-farmers
clashes permanently.
The highlight of the occasion as the
presentation of awards to deserving
persons such as Professor Adeagbo
Amusan, the immediate-past Chairman,
Committee of Deans and Dean of the
Faculty, Professor Aderibigbe Olomola,
the guest lecturer, Mr. Oladele
Oladotun; Dr. Adebola Akindele and Dr.
Adebowale Adedeji.
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OGUNBODEDE SEEKS
SPACE TECHNOLOGY
PROGRAMME FOR OAU

T

he Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede has
expressed the University
administration interest to
incorporate space science and
technology into the academic
programmes of Obafemi
Awolowo University.
This, he noted, would
consolidate the reputation of
OAU as a frontier University,
not only in Africa but in the
whole world.
Professor Ogunbodede
said this in his remarks while
hosting the management team
of the African Regional Centre
for Space Science and
Technology Education in
English (ARCSSTEE) led by
Dr. Ganiyu Agbaje, in his
office.
The OAU helmsman
hinted that he would seize the
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opportunity of ARCSSTEE's
visit to introduce space
technology to the University's
Curricular, saying it will bring a
lot of improvements to the
University in terms of research
and technological
advancement.
He also expressed
readiness to involve personnel
from outside the University to
set up the programme, if the
need arises, while also
imploring the Centre to partner
with the African Institute of
Science Policy & Innovation
(AISPI).
“We are going to look at
the space programme, and see
how we can collaborate to
achieve our goal. We need to
use your visit to cement certain
things and to have direction to
follow in leveraging your
presence to improve OAU as
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one of Africa's most prestigious
universities. We would also
like collaboration between
ARCSSTEE and AISPI, which
we know will be very beneficial
to OAU”.
Earlier, the Director of
ARCSSTEE, Dr. Ganiyu
Agbaje said OAU as one of
Africa's leading Universities,
should utilize the opportunity
of having the Centre within the
Institution to develop it, saying
the University would gain
much from space research and
technology.
He also told the ViceChancellor and other principal
officers present that although
the centre does not have a
degree awarding programme, it
does have a post-graduate
programme which is reputed to
be among the best in the world.

OBJ VISITS OAU,
SAYS INSURGENCY
WORSENED BY
UNEMPLOYMENT

N

igeria’s former President, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, has
painted a grim picture of how lack of jobs for Nigerians of
employable age has worsened insurgency in the North-eastern
part of the country, asserting that eighty-eight percent (88%) of former
Boko-Haram members interviewed claimed to have joined the terror
group not on account of ideology, but because of lack of jobs and the
harsh condition of the economy.
Ex-President Obasanjo who stated this in a speech he delivered at the
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, as the guest speaker at the
maiden edition of the “Job Fair” organized by the University’s Faculty
of Environmental Design and Management, titled “Unemployment in
Nigeria – The way out”, noted that figures from the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) showed that 15.9 million Nigerians of working age
are unemployed and 18 million others of working age have jobs, but
are underemployed.
Although, according to him, unemployment is a global challenge
which the International Labour Organization (ILO) says is affecting
well over 200 million people of working age, the Nigerian case has
been made worse by lack of purposeful and visionary leadership, poor
quality and quantity of education, uncontrolled population growth,
corruption, poor investment and business climate, lack of
infrastructure, epileptic power supply, and insecurity.
Explaining all, Chief Obasanjo said while poor education undermines
the competitiveness of the Nigerian job seekers in national and global
markets, uncontrolled population growth puts undue pressure on
social infrastructure and causes crime rate to surge, and foreign direct
investment (fdi) naturally slows down in any country where corruption
is endemic and institutionalized.
The two-time Nigerian leader affirmed that education is the key to the
future, adding that educated people have higher wages and lower
unemployment rate. “We need to adjust our thinking, understanding,
and appreciation of the concept that some jobs are not befitting for
some people, and our attitudes towards work must also change”, he
said.
The elder stateman advocated business friendly environment to
increase the ease of doing business; diversification of the economy as
dependence on extractives has proven to be unsustainable, increased
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investment in non-oil sectors such as
agribusiness, hospitality and tourism;
even as he admonished all-and-sundry
to embrace popular and relevant
education for all up to the first nine (9)
years of school.
Earlier in his remark, the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede said the guest speaker,
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo is one person
that understands the problem of
unemployment in Nigeria and capable
of leading a discussion on getting
sustainable solution to the perennial
problem of unemployment in Nigeria.
The Vice-Chancellor bemoaned this
situation saying that the nation’s ivory
towers churn-out graduates who fall
within the ages of the working
population, and are capable and willing
to work; but are unable to find suitable
jobs and sustainable means
of
livelihood.
Similarly, the Dean of the Faculty,
Professor Olubola Babalola stated that
the “Job fair” is a modest effort to help
students and graduates achieve their
goals in securing industrial training and
job placements by presenting them the
opportunity of meeting and interacting
with employers or their representatives
on the one hand, and presenting
employers the opportunity of
promoting employment prospects in
their firms, as well as the opportunity to
meet a broad range of applicants, on the
other.
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FIRST BANK
CHAIR, AWOSIKA
VISITS OAU
....pledges commitment to alumni activities,
entrepreneurship

T

he ViceC h a n c e l l o r,
Professor
E y i t o p e
Ogunbodede, has received the Chairman, First
Bank Nigeria Plc, Mrs. Ibukun Awosika to the
University, even as he expressed optimism at
the benefits the institution would derive not
only from the First Bank Chair, but also from
the bank.
Mrs. Ibukun Awosika, a worthy
alumnus of the University, had led a high
profile delegation of the Bank on a courtesy
visit to the VC, while in the University to flagoff the International Law Students'
Association Conference, held at the Oduduwa
hall.
Speaking, Professor Ogunbodede gave
glowing compliments about Mrs. Awosika,
saying her numerous achievements are heart
warming the University is proud of, while also
lauding her enviable standing in the society.
According to him, “As an alumnus of
this University, we are proud you will always
be in the limelight and never in the
background. You have lived a life of honour
and your coming here is a real blessing to us.”
Speaking further, the VC brought to the
fore the University's administration
willingness to equip students of the University
with entrepreneurship skills, stressing that
OAU as one of Africa's best must contribute to
the growth of the nation's economy through
job creation and self-dependency.
In her response, Mrs. Ibukun Awosika

17

GREAT

IFE

recalled fond memories of her time at OAU,
saying it had a positive impact in all
ramifications of her life, and also, that the
University taught her to shun societal
discrimination.
Awosika also assured Ogunbodede of
her readiness to contribute her quota in
advancing the institution, saying the impact
OAU has had in her life is unquantifiable.
She said: “I'm very proud of Ife,
because the time I spent here really shaped my
life, it broke my societal limitations and social
status. I learnt a lesson that it doesn't matter
where we come from, Ife taught us to be
humble and accommodating. I have a lot to
thank the University for and everywhere I go, I
will always be thankful to OAU that is why I
thought of doing something for the
University.”
On entrepreneurship, the First bank Chair,
corroborated the VC's view on equipping the
students with entrepreneurial skills,
recommending that “the entrepreneurship
programme should be a compulsory course for
final year students of the university, because
for a nation that has a massive job deficit, we
need a lot of entrepreneurs, this is something
we can help the university on, we can always
do that as a team for OAU.”
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TEACHERS CRUCIAL
IN NIGERIA’S
ANTI-CORRUPTION WAR
– OKEBUKOLA, SHEKARAU, ARASE

T

hree eminent Nigerians Professor Peter
Okebukola; Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau; and Dr.
Solomon Arase, have reiterated how germane the
entirety of the teaching profession is to Nigeria’s fight
against corruption, even as they warned that the
anticipated quashing of corruption in Nigeria may remain
a mirage unless and until teachers are encouraged and
motivated to take up the gauntlet and contribute to the
fight.
The trio were unanimous in their views and submissions,
even though they spoke differently, to the audience that
converged at the Oduduwa Hall of the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, on the occasion of the maiden edition
of the Faculty of Education’s Teachers’ Day
commemoration lecture and award ceremony.
First to speak was the one-time Executive Secretary of
the National Universities’ Commission (NUC),
Professor Peter Okebukola, OFR whose keynote address
identified cogent roles for teachers in the fight against
corruption having presented case studies of corruption
involving teachers and other members of the Nigerian
University community as documented in a 2014
ICPC/NUC report. This report, according to Professor
Okebukola who led its data-gathering group, was derived
from the ICPC/NUC University System Study and
Review led by Professor Olu Aina, Board member and
former head of Education of ICPC; Professor Sola
Akinrinade, pioneer Vice-Chancellor of the Osun State
University and current Provost of the ICPC Anticorruption Academy; and a team of crack ICPC
operatives. “Curriculum development agencies should
embed anti-corruption concepts into the curricula at all
levels and teachers should dutifully deliver such
curricula providing case studies of exemplary practices.
Teachers in the high institutions should avoid all
practices categorised as academic and moral corruption
to serve as example to their students. These include
shunning plagiarism, doctoring of research data, not
covering syllabus, missing classes and engaging in
immoral activities with their students”, the ex-NUC
scribe said.
The guest speaker at the event, the immediate-past
Minister of Education, Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau,
asserted that the success of any reform in any nation
depends to a great extent on the individual teacher,
stressing that the teaching profession is at the heart of the
problems posed the world over today especially in the
developing nations.
While saying that the role of teachers in combating
corruption has evident significance and therefore
implored teachers to be well prepared and willing to work
at all times, the former Kano State Governor submitted
that for teachers to play their roles very effectively, they
have to be sufficiently motivated and all issues bordering
on their welfare are adequately addressed.
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According to Mallam
Shekarau, a one-time
president of the All Nigeria
Confederation of Principals
of Secondary Schools
(ANCOPSS), “the
expansion of education and
the necessity of adopting it
to new needs of man and
society have engendered a shortage of qualified teachers in many countries. It
has become evident that an adequate supply of qualified teaching staff will not
be forthcoming without an improvement in the professional, social and
economic conditions of the teaching profession”.
Lending his voice to the opinions of Okebukola and Shekarau, the immediatepast Inspector-General of Police, Dr. Solomon Arase, NPM, FDC, who chaired
the event said “we are at our wits end on the issue of the capability of the
Nigerian system to uproot the hydra-headed evil of corruption. Our
educational system must now tow the line of change to anti-corruption
behaviour ... today, we stand on the threshold of that great change in our
educational cum administration of justice system...”.
Dr. Arase maintained further that to overcome the problems that beset the
educational sector in Nigeria, institutions, agencies and government must take
up the gauntlet and entrench functional educational system with a prosperous
reward system for the teachers and other relevant agents on the principles of
transparency, integrity and accountability for which the noble profession was
known.
Earlier, the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, in his welcome
address, expressed excitement at the idea of the commemorative lecture and
awards event, noting that the teaching profession deserves the attention of all
stakeholders as without teachers, societies will not exist; values will erode;
industries will be deficient and labour force will be depleted.
While congratulating the Dean of the Faculty, Professor Ademola Adeleke and
the entire members of staff for initiating such a great move which shall be an
annual event, Professor Ogunbodede said the great men and women being
honoured at the event had served meritoriously in the teaching profession, one
of whom is a former teacher of His Imperial Majesty, Oonirisa Adeyeye
Ogunwusi; another is himself a royal majesty, the Ogiyan of Ejigbo, Oba
Omowonuola Oyesosin, and another, Professor Ogunbodede’s primary school
teacher.
Also welcoming all to the first in the series of annual Teachers’ Day Celebration
of the Faculty, the Dean, Professor Adeleke, emphasised that Teachers’ Day is a
global occasion set aside to celebrate teachers for the wonderful roles they play
in human development that are key to the development of the world, adding that
the idea of the teachers’ day celebration started as far back as 1887 in Albania
and 1888 in Argentina before UNESCO officially established the World
Teachers’ Day for October 5, a date this year, the Faculty could not observe due
to the logistics of hosting the first edition of its elaborate programme.
The royal goodwill message of His Imperial Majesty, Ooni Adeyeye
Ogunwusi, affirmed that OAU’s Faculty of Education has set a new record and
a new pace which other institutions should emulate, pointing out that the
common saying that “the reward of teachers is in heaven” has been challenged
with the public celebration of veteran teachers, retired Deans, retired Professors
and lecturers of the Faculty, who themselves were teachers of teachers.
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OAU COMMISSIONS
NEW ICT DRIVEN
KNOWLEDGE PARK

T

he Executive Secretary of the National Universities Commission
(NUC), Professor Abdulrasheed Abubakar, has tasked the entirety
of the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, and more importantly,
teaching and non-teaching staff to desist from any course of action capable
of setting the University off on another wild spin to the brink of oblivion,
even as he commissions the OAU-ICT-Driven Knowledge Park, a project
which has earned rave reviews as the first of such in the West African subregion.
Addressing the gathering of eminent persons from the academia and
industry that had converged to grace the ceremony, the NUC-scribe,
submitted that the existing atmosphere of peace and unity on the
University campus must be sustained and consolidated if truly the
University is desirous of advancing its position and status in the comity of
renowned Universities of the world.
The one-time Vice-Chancellor of the Bayero University, Kano, Special
Guest of Honour at the commissioning, further chided the staff of the
University for frivolous and wreckless petition-writing, mud-slinging and
cantankerous relations
premised on mutual
distrust and lack of
confidence, asserting that it
is high time the present
University administration
set machinery in motion to
reverse the ugly trend by
organizing truth unearthing
and reconciliatory retreats
that
will encourage
aggrieved person(s) to bare
their minds freely and
f r a n k l y.
Professor
Abubakar who stated that
he was very unsettled by
the crises that engulfed and upended OAU and two other Universities in
the South-Western part of the country at the same time, jocularly added
that the situation made him think an end had come to University education
in Nigeria.
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He however congratulated the university
on the completion and commissioning of
the first phase of the OAK-Park, affirming
that the NUC under his watch, will
continue to support innovative ideas and
projects that will showcase OAU as the
leading ICT driven University on the
continent.
Earlier in his welcome speech, the ViceC h a n c e l l o r, P r o f e s s o r E y i t o p e
Ogunbodede, said the OAK-Park, first
ICT-Driven Knowledge Park in any
Nigerian University, is not just an happen
stance, but a deliberate and purposeful
endeavour to reposition the University not
just as a trailblazer in ICT deployment in
Nigeria, but also to
reinforce OAU’s
leadership in ICT
education.
According to the ViceChancellor, the University,
leveraging on the foresight
of its founding fathers,
pioneered computer
education in Nigeria with
the establishment of the
first Computer Science
Department in any
Nigerian University back
in 1970 when computers
were unpopular, adding
that OAU has been at the
forefront of harnessing internet
technology in the country by being one of
the very first higher institutions to be
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connected to the internet, and
the first to deploy video
conferencing in Nigeria as the
U n i v e r s i t y, i n 1 9 9 7 ,
participated in a seminar
hosted by the University of
Iowa, USA. “The
commissioning of this Park
today and its subsequent use,
marks a watershed in the
annals of our University, in
our steady march, our quest,
to be at the frontiers of
knowledge production not
just in Nigeria albeit in
Africa.
Knowledge and
positive use hold the key to
the future we want, the future
we desire and deserve. It is a
future that our University
needs to be an active player in
its creation. It is not an
option; it is a necessity for any institution that craves relevance in the
community of knowledge institution,” Ogunbodede said.
The Vice-Chancellor who reminded the august gathering about the pledge
he made at his inauguration last year that he would commit himself to the
promotion of innovative ideas, projects and programmes, noted with
elation that the OAK-Park is a realization of that solemn declaration,
maintaining also that his administration will not relent in its drive towards
evolving an environment conducive for innovation at every Department
and Faculty of the University.
Ogunbodede continued that his vision for the OAK-Park is that it will grow
to become Nigeria’s Silicon Valley. “The environment to achieve this,
already has been created. The human resources to generate ideas and
translate such to realities exist within and around the University. The
finance to do so can be generated internally, not just from the facilities
within the park but more importantly, from the faculties and patents
anticipated”, he asserted.
While appreciating the committed contributions of men and women who
worked assiduously across faculties and disciplines to develop the
proposal that attracted the grant, the Vice-Chancellor placed on record the
huge support NUC provided for the project, highlighting that the
additional insightful guidance of the NUC greatly helped in shaping the
direction of the project all through the competitive and rigorous bidding
process of the World Bank, which sponsored the project.
He however challenged the members of the ACE team to brace up for the
daunting hurdles ahead, affirming that it is in surmounting these hurdles
that the future can be brought here now. “In this regard, I challenge the
African Institute of Science Policy and Innovation (AISPI), the Institute
for Entrepreneurship and Development Studies (IFEDs) as well as the
Intellectual Property and Patent Office (IPPTO) to readily lend their
services and expertise to further the cause of the Park”, the ViceChancellor stated.
In their separate remarks at the commissioning, the Deputy ViceChancellor (Academic), Professor Simeon Bamire, and the Dean of the
Faculty of Technology, Professor Sola Aderounmu, the Centre Leader and
Co-Centre Leader respectively, the Park will ensure systematic incubation
of research ideas and products from OAU and other partners in HEIs such
that the creative/innovative energy of the teeming youths in Nigeria and
the sub region is harnessed into ICT entrepreneurial endeavours using
appropriate skill-enhancing training and mentoring.
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It was also stressed in their speeches that
the centre will provide excellent training
for national and regional students for
Master and PhD degree programmes in
ICT and related disciplines.
Similarly, in separate goodwill messages,
industry partners of the OAK-Park,
SIDMA Technologies, represented by its
MD/CEO, Mr. Mike Olajide; and MainOne, represented by Mr. Gimba
Muhammed, expressed optimism that the
Park will surpass expectations as
necessary conditions germane to
successful operation have been provided
prior to its taking-off. They both noted
their individual firm’s readiness to
collaborate and even deepen relations
with the ACE so that efforts and results
can be multiplied and circulated for the
benefit of mankind.
The Africa Centre of Excellence which
birthed the OAU-ICT Driven Knowledge
Park is a World Bank sponsored project
with the aim to create a regionallyrecognized and acknowledged model that
is driven by high quality postgraduate
education for uptake and
commercialization of research and
technology to advance the growth of ICT
industry. The Centre will provide the
launch pad for start-up companies borne
out of university research activities, and
collaboration with partnering ICT
companies, who will have the competitive
advantage of proximity and direct access
to the intellectual infrastructure and
output of the university.
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Ogunbiyi Commissions 2
Departmental Buildings
- Urges staff, students to utilize judiciously

T

he Pro-Chancellor and Chairman,
Governing Council, Obafemi Aolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi
has commissioned two (2) new departmental
buildings belonging to Local Government
Studies and Agricultural Engineering, with a
charge to staff and students of the departments
to make judicious use of the buildings and
properly maintain them so that they do not
deteriorate but remain serviceable.
The Pro-Chancellor who restated Council's
resolve to provide necessary support for the
University administration in the effort to
provide more state- of-the-art facilities that
would enhance the Universities, placed it on
record that the buildings being commissioned,
abandoned well over three (3) decades ago due
to lack of funds, have now been completed to
the glory of God under a very harsh economic
circumstance similar to the one which
warranted the abandonment in the first place.
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The buildings which cost the University
several million of naira to complete, but which
have not been furnished due to paucity of
funds, an appeal for which Dr. Ogunbiyi gave
assurances to the departmental heads that one
of the very first set of tasks before the new
Vi c e - C h a n c e l l o r, P r o f e s s o r E y i t o p e
Ogunbodede when he settles in office, would
be look for funds to furnish the new building
tastefully.
The departmental heads in their separate
remarks at the brief commissioning
ceremonies, expressed profound gratitude to
the University administration for facilitating
the completion of the buildings, bigger than
faculty buildings in some other Universities,
adding that the building would definitely
enhance the profiles of their departments in the
forthcoming NUC-accreditation exercise in the
University.
They both pledged proper maintenance and
judicious use of the buildings.
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NUC COMMENDS, REAFFIRMS OAU
AS NIGERIA’S LEADING ICT HUB

T

he Executive Secretary (E.S.) of the National Universities
Commission (NUC), Professor Abubakar Rasheed, has described the
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife as the leading University in
ICT and Digital Revolution among tertiary institutions in the country.
The NUC-boss, who stated this when he led a delegation to inspect the
Africa Centre for Excellence in OAU commended the Federal Government
for appointing Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi as the Chairman of Governing Council of
the University, describing it as the best to happen to the institution as
confirmed by the transparency of the process that produced the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede.
He expressed his appreciation to the University administration for the warm
reception accorded the team, noting that OAU is the only University out of
the nine (9) Universities visited by his team that the entire Council members
and the management team will be in attendance to receive the team.
He lauded the African Centre of Excellence, the ICT centre of the University,
for its landmark achievements and rapid advancement, disclosing that it is
the only one that is still surviving in the country today. He further urged the
management of the institution to seek partnership first with Nigerian
Universities on ICT before embarking on foreign partnerships, stressing that
the centre, as the only surviving one left in the country should be sustained
because of its importance to facilitating ICT in the country. The NUC
helmsman challenged the management of the centre to collaborate within
and outside the University to get sponsorship and grants so that it would be
able to deliver properly on its mandate.
He expressed his happiness that the centre is the first in a Nigerian
University to run Masters and Ph.D Programmes in rather special courses,
stating that Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife is now the Source of
Computing Science in Nigerian Universities as well as a Co-ordinating
Centre for National University Commission in the South-West.
The Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi described
the NUC’s Executive Secretary as a round peg in a round hole, considering
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his wide experience as a seasoned
university administrator and former
Vice-Chancellor of a prestigious
university in Nigeria.
The Chairman urged the centre leader,
Professor Adesola Aderounmu to
demystify computer studies in OAU to
the level that every workers in the
University would be computer literate,
including the cleaners.
The Vice-Chancellor, in his remarks,
expressed his appreciation at the
openness and sincerity of the NUC
boss towards Obafemi Awolowo
University, saying that the University
administration has taken note of the
useful suggestions of the E.S. and all
issues would be looked into. He
promised that the University
authorities would restrategised, noting
that many Universities are eager to
partner with Obafemi Awolowo
University on information technology.
The Vice-Chancellor however urged
the NUC scribe to assist on the issue of
separate budgeting and account for the
centre, promising that the Centre
would partner other Nigerian tertiary
institutions.
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WORLD BANK ASSESSES ACE

he World Bank, sponsor of the Africa Centre of Excellence in
Software Engineering which birthed the OAU-ICT Driven
Knowledge Park, has sent a three- person team of assessors
to the facility on verification duties.
The team was received upon the completion of its assignment by the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede in company with
other principal officers of the University and the leadership of the
ACE.
Speaking at the brief reception, Professor Ogunbodede, again
expressed the University’s appreciation to the World Bank for
providing funds for the project, noting that the University will
ensure a judicious use of the donation.
He assured the assessors that their observations and suggestions will
help keep the project on the right track and further ensure that it
competes favourably with similar set-ups in Europe and America.

T h e Wo r l d B a n k a s s e s s o r s
commended the Vice-Chancellor and
his team for the good work so far done
on the project, stressing that the set
milestones were attained as expected.
The team, after its two-day facility
visit, which saw members interact
with students and other persons with
direct links to the ACE and OAKPark, gave hints of what the final
report would look like when it
expressed no form of reservation
whatsoever with all that was already
on ground.

BAUHAUS CELEBRATES OAU CAMPUS' ARCHITECT

O

ne of the foremost schools of Architecture in the
world, reputed to have produced great Architects,
the Bauhaus in Dessau, Germany, has held the
premiere of a documentary on the campus of the Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, in celebration of the
renowned architect, Arieh Sharon, an Israeli, who
designed the University's campus.
The event, themed “Moving Away, Decolonising
The Campus”, and powered by Bauhaus Imaginista, was
one of the highlights of the centenary celebration of the
Bauhaus, Germany, where Arieh Sharon, who played a
major role in the development of new towns in Israel,
schooled.
Welcoming the visitors from Germany, Austria,
Bauhaus and the Goethe Institute, Lagos, the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, said it is a
special privilege to have witnessed the celebration of
“Africa's most beautiful campus”, as OAU has been
known, a feature the University authorities are prepared
to defend through conscious environmental design,
noting that is why at the beginning of his administration it
was decided that the Faculty of Environmental Design
and Management in the University should be consulted
about any new additions and before any decision
bordering on the master plan and build environment of the
University.
The Vice-Chancellor stated further that the
University is proud to feature prominently in celebrating a
century of the Bauhaus in Germany which has produced
great Architects modelled after one of the pioneers of the
modern movement in architecture, Walter Gropius and
other foundation staff of the Bauhaus.
“We will like to rejoice with the Bauhaus for
being one of the pioneer schools of Architecture in the
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world and still remaining relevant after one hundred
years. We intend to nurture our own Department of
Architecture to be one of the great schools in the world
also. We will therefore want a closer association between
the Department of Architecture here in Ile-Ife and
Bauhaus in Germany. I believe the German cultural
centre Goethe institute can help develop this”,
Ogunbodede said.
In a brief remark at the priemere, the leader of the
team from Germany and Austria, Professor Zvi Efrat,
informed the Vice-Chancellor that the grand finale of the
celebration will hold in March 2019 when the school will
be exactly one hundred (100) years old, adding that all
events will hold in Berlin, Germany.
While thanking Professor Ogunbodede for
generously accepting the invitation extended to the
University to attend the centenary celebration in Berlin
next year, Professor Zvi Efrat hinted that Arieh Sharon's
projects on OAU Campus are the biggest of all his works,
noting that Sharon's biography shows that these projects
were referenced as his best ones.
Another speaker from the visiting team, Dr.
Regina Birthon, the Director of Architecture Department
at Bauhaus, gave assurance of the Germany-based
school's readiness to support OAU to achieve the status of
a centre of excellence and tourist attraction on account of
Arieh Sharon's works on OAU Campus.
This response followed Professor Bayo Amole's
earlier comment on the need for a digital archive in
OAU's Department of Architecture to document Sharon's
works, expressing the hope that through this, OAU will
become a world heritage site since there are not too many
such in Africa.
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COUNCIL VISITS
OGBENI AREGBESOLA
- applauds commitment to developmental projects

T

he Governing Council of the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, has paid glowing tributes to the
developmental strides of the Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola led
administration in the state, describing the Governor as an astute
administrator, whose remarkable love for the generality of the
people of the state, informed his dogged commitment to vast
infrastructural development inspite of the paucity of funds
bedevilling the state.
The Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi
who gave this commendation while speaking during the councils
first official visit to the Osun State Government of Osun at its
Secretariat in Osogbo, noted that the State of Osun is indeed
blessed to have had a rather frugal administrator like Ogbeni Rauf
Aregbesola at the helms of affairs at a time such as this when the
state is experiencing severe downturn in economy.
Dr. Ogunbiyi who observed further that, but for the leadership
ingenuity of the Governor, Osun State would have been
comatosed, called on the entirety of the citizens of state to rally
round the present-day administration in the State in appreciation
of its staunch commitment to the betterment of lives of the people,
and in an effort to encourage and support it to do more.
The Council Chairman who led other members and principal
officers of the University on the visit to the “Bola Ige House”,
reiterated that Obafemi Awolowo University will honour the
existing agreement with the State government over tax remittance,
disclosing that necessary arrangements had already been made to
ensure that whatever is due to the government coffers from the
University, is duly remitted.
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Receiving the Council members
and principal officers of the
University, Ogbeni Aregbesola did
not hide his elation that Osun State
is hosting an institution with Late
Chief Obafemi Awolowo’s iconic
scholastic stature, stating further
that every responsible government
must be proud to have esteemed
and famous institutions associated
with the late sage’s name and
reputation.
Governor Aregbesola, however,
challenged universities in Nigeria
to apply themselves to the realities
in the society by enjoying
researchers to find solutions to
problems bedevilling the society.
While berating the university’s
staff unions for their incessant
disruption of academic calendars
through strike actions, Ogbeni
Aregbesola appealed to unions’
branches in OAU to be realistic in
their approaches to issues and
demands.
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OGUNBODEDE RECEIVES NUC
RESOURCE ASSESSMENT TEAM

A

resource assessment team from
National Universities Commission
(NUC) has paid a visit to the
University to assess facilities and ensure
adequate preparations for the smooth take-off
of some new academic programmes being
introduced by the University.
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, while receiving the NUC team
expressed delight at the calibre of academics
and scholars that made up the delegation,
pointing to its vast experience in the
academia, and dealing with the team not to
neglect the University after the exercise. The
Vice-Chancellor who noted that their
continual support is needed to further develop
the various new programs in the Faculty of
Education, said “when I saw the cream of
people here today to assess facilities on
ground for our programs, I was very happy
because of the experience on ground. I want
you to know that you cannot leave us after the
accreditation. We want you to help us
develop the programmes”.
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He also disclosed the uniqueness of OAU as a
University renowned for its massive
landmass, citing the location of the Centre of
Distance Learning as an example. He equally
pleaded with the team to visit the African
Centre of Excellence, the ICT hub of the
University, saying “OAU is so expansive that
we have a Centre of Distance Learning that is
bigger than some other universities. I am also
pleading with you to visit our Centre of
Excellence, to see the facility we have there”.
Speaking further, Ogunbodede disclosed
plans by the University administration to
review its curricular, adding that it would
enable the institution to produce selfemployed graduate that would fulfil the
ambition of the government.
Earlier, the leader of the team, Mrs. Margret
Oyedele, told the Vice-Chancellor that the
team is on ground to inspect facilities and to
see level of preparations for the
commencement of the new academic
programs in the Faculty of Education.
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NMA PRESIDENT IN OAU,
HOLDS TALKS WITH VC

T

he President of the Nigerian Medical Association
(NMA), Professor Francis Faduyile, in company
with other National and State Officials of the
association, has paid a courtesy call on the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, as part of the activities lined
up for the NMA’s National Executive Council (NEC)
meeting which held at Osogbo, for the very first time since
the creation of the state.
While receiving the delegation in his office, the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, disclosed that
the University is in the process of overhauling not only the
medical curricular, but also the curricular of the entire
programmes being run in the University, adding that the
necessity to do this was foisted on the University
Administration by the dynamics of the present-day jobs.
He told the NMA President that the University, in line with
the vision of its founding-fathers, is committed to producing
an all-round graduate who rather than be an employee,
would be an employer, adding that this effort does not
exclude students in the University’s Medical College.
The Vice-Chancellor implored the NMA-boss to work-out a
plan that will bring all medical professionals together in
order to solve problems confronting the profession. He
continued that brain drain in the profession is assuming an
alarming trend nowadays, when local needs are far from
being adequately met.
Pledging his complete loyalty to the NMA, Professor
Ogunbodede wished the association a successful
deliberation and stay in
the State of Osun,
saying that the state’s
chapter under the
leadership of Professor
Edward Komolafe has
all that it takes to lead
the pack as a vibrant
branch.
Earlier, the NMA
President, Professor
Francis Faduyile had
congratulated the ViceChancellor on his
appointment, noting
that the association is
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very delighted to have one of its own as the leader of a
reputable and renowned school like OAU.
The NMA President while lamenting the absence of a
Council that statutorily should regulate Medical and Dental
Practice in Nigeria, urged Professor Ogunbodede to use his
goodwill and connection to help facilitate the setting-up of
the Council as this will help in combating quackery and bad
practices in the profession. Citing the Indian experience,
Professor Faduyile called on government to set up a bank
that will grant loans and other credit facilities to medical
professionals who want to establish hospitals or acquire
state-of-the-art equipment, with moderate interest and
flexible repayment plans, asserting that it is only through
this that medical tourism can be tackled adequately.
The NMA President berated government for the failure and
ineffectiveness of the National Health Insurance Scheme
(NHIS), pointing out that enrolment into the scheme is
abysmally low. He stated that this will continue as long as
government keeps paying lip-service to quality health care
delivery.
The NMA delegation had the General Secretary, Dr.
Olumuyiwa Odusote; the Deputy General Secretary, Dr.
Benjamin Umezurike; the Editor of the Nigerian Medical
Journal (NMJ), Professor Augustine Umoh; Administrative
Head, NMA, Akpa Emeka; Osun NMA Chairman,
Professor Edward Komolafe; former Chairmen, Professor
Ajala Adebayo; Dr. Surajudeen Ogunyemi and Dr. Tokunbo
Olajumoke; the General Secretary Osun NMA, Dr. Taofeek
Akinniyi; and the
President of the
Association of
Resident Doctors
(ARD), OAUTHC,
Dr. Babaniji Omosule.
The delegation was
accompanied by the
Provost and Deputy
Provost of the College
of Health Sciences,
Professors Kayode
Ijadunola and Ayo
Salako respectively.

NEWS

MAGAZINE

OAU TO EMBARK ON SEVERAL
DEVELOPMENTAL PROJECTS,
SAYS OGUNBODEDE

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede has told a delegation from
Access Bank Plc that Obafemi Awolowo
University has a lot of projects to embark on during
the current administration and therefore used the
medium to canvass for the support of commercial
banks and other corporate and individual donors
for a mutually-beneficial partnership with the
University.
Professor Ogunbodede who said this in his
remarks while receiving the bank's 5-man
delegation on a working visit in his office,
expressed his excitement at their visit and
disclosing that the University is in dire need of
partnership to consolidate existing development
and also to lunch new projects.
Also, the OAU administrator advocated for the

support of the Bank in helping to set up a housing
estate for staff of the University, adding that it will
go a long way in solving accommodation problems
for members of staff.
He said: “I want to welcome you to OAU and I
thank you for this wonderful opportunity to
address some immediate challenges facing us like
students' accommodation and renovation of
buildings. That is why there are many projects
going on now and we want to accomplish them in
the next year.
So, we welcome partnership from Banks that
will enable us to quickly embark on projects that
we have at hand”.
Speaking further, the Vice-Chancellor noted
that onus is on the various banks within the
University to develop the banking area of the
University, saying that the area as it is at the
moment, does not fit the standard of Obafemi
Awolowo University as Africa's most beautiful
campus. He also called for more quality and
reliable services at the ATM galleries especially on
weekends.

OAU IS A GOOD BRAND AS AFRICA CENTRE OF
EXCELLENCE HOLDS THE FIRST ACADEMIA INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT… OGUNBIYI, OGUNBODEDE

T

he Obafemi Awolowo
U n i v e r s i t y, I l e - I f e ,
Nigeria scored another
fist when recently she held a
O N E D AY A C A D E M I A
– I N D U S T R Y
ENGAGEMENT/INTERFACE
programme at Ikeja, Lagos. The
event sponsored by the World
Bank Africa Centre of
Excellence (ACE), OAU-ICT
DRIVEN Knowledge Park
(OAK-PARK) in collaboration
with the Nigeria Computer
Society and the Computer
Professionals Registration
Council of Nigeria. (CPN) drew
participants from the academia,
industry, government and the
civil society. The Function Suite
of the Sheraton hotels venue of
the event was filled to capacity.
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In his opening remarks, the Pro-Chancellor of the University and
Chairman of Council, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi, welcomed everyone,
particularly the Guest Speaker Dr. Sola Afolabi, He expressed his
delight at the motivation for the programme which was to engender
collaboration by the University with industries on issues of research
ideas and products such that creative and innovative energy of the
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teeming youths in Nigeria and
Sub Region could be harnessed
into ICT entrepreneurship.
Noting that the event was his first
public event outside Ile-Ife since
becoming the Pro-Chancellor,
He spoke on the glowing reports
from the diaspora on the
continued good performance of
the University alumni especially
the positive news of Dr. Oluyinka
Olutoye, an alumnus of the
Obafemi Awolowo University
(OAU), Ile Ife, who led other 22
doctors in a groundbreaking
surgery at the Texas Children’s
Hospital in the US. In his closing
remark, the Pro-Chancellor
reiterated the urgent need by
universities and industries to
interface for joint research with
actionable outcomes and
concrete products.
The Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, leading other
members of the University
management team comprising
the Deputy Vice Chancellor
(Academic), Prof. A.S. Bamire;
the Registrar, Mr. Dotun
Awoyemi; and the Bursar, Mrs.
Ronke Akeredolu; other eminent
university academic and
members of ACE team
welcomed participants to the
epoch-making event especially
the Guest Speaker, Dr. Sola
Afolabi who is the Senior
Regional Technical Advisor to
the USAID Trade Africa Project
in Accra, Ghana, Captains of
industries present especially the
Managing Directors of
SIDMACH Technologies and
CHAMS, two major industrial
partners to the ACE project.
The Vice-Chancellor in his
welcome address stated that the
critical agenda of the event
derived from the World Bank
sponsored ACE project aimed at
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developing a center of excellence in ICT that is a training hub in
software engineering for Nigeria and other countries in the sub region.
Thus, according to him, informed the discourse with the theme:
Rethinking Academia- Industry Engagement. He concluded on the
note that the theme of the event was significant in the digital age and in
the history of Nigerian in particular and Africa in general not only to
stimulate creativity but to expand learning opportunities for
postgraduate studies in ICT and in all sectors, deploying existing and
new technologies to foster innovative ideas that will launch Africa to
limelight thus facilitating the Continent’s almost belated entry into the
knowledge and digital economies.
Professor G.A. Aderounmu who is the Co-Centre leader of the Africa
Centre of Excellence informed the participants on the aim of the
interface some of which are to provide platform for uptake and
commercialization of research and technology to advance the growth
of ICT industry; production of high quality postgraduate education,
provision of launch pad for start-up companies borne out of university
research activities, incubation of research ideas and products from
OAU and other partnering HEI, joint research supervision/publication
of research results and curriculum Review/Establishment of Research
Labs. He further mentioned that the ACE is already in partnership with
nine companies in the nation, three in the sub region and three
internationally. He then went to present to the public some of the
facilities in the Centre including three functional laboratories namely:
Computer Engineering Laboratory, Cyber Security Laboratory,
Intelligent System Engineering Laboratory, twin 750-seater e-testing
centre fully air-conditioned for computer based assessment, 2 state of
the art Telepresence facilities for online, real time communication,
7.7. TB Cloud Computing Services with 400 nodes and the newly built
Post Graduate Research ICT Laboratories.
The Guest Speaker, Dr. Sola Afolabi, in an highly inspiring
presentation, drew profound similarities between the education
industry and manufacturing industry as a logical natural basis for
collaboration. In his words, ‘the industry has to help the academia to
help the industry’. He recommended the need for Universities to
produce for the market rather than the prestige. Other presenters at the
event were Professor Labo Adekoya, former Director, Intellectual
Property & Technology Transfer Office, OAU, Ile-Ife; Mr Femi
Williams: M.D CHAMS Plc; Dr. Florence Babalola, Mr. Mike.
Olajide, MD Sidmach Technologies; Mr. Ladeji Dapo, IT Manager,
SNEPCO, Nigeria; Mr. Bayo Adekanmbi of MTN, Nigeria; and Dr.
Titi Akinlade, a University lecturer and an ex Exon Mobil staff.
The LOC Chairman, Dr. Temitope Aladesanmi presented the event
action plans restating that ‘the discourse is the first in the series of
rapprochement aimed at redefining university-industry relationship’
and re-echoing the need for active collaboration (and not sponsorship)
among critical actors in the knowledge economy. The event closed
with vote of thanks by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) Prof
A.S. Bamire who is also the ACE Centre Leader. He acknowledged the
excellent job by the compere namely Prof. E.R. Adagunodo, Mrs.
Modupe Adebajo, Mr. Jide Awe and Dr. A.O. Oluwatope.
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GRILLO LECTURE:
OGUNBODEDE APPLAUDS
OLUTOYES, COLLEGE

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede has expressed happiness
with the laudable achievements of the College of
Health Sciences’ staff and alumni over the years.
Ogunbodede who stated this while speaking as
the Chief Host at the College of Health Sciences
11th Annual Professor Adesanya Grillo Memorial
Lecture noted that the leadership of the country
last year received the guest speaker of the
occasion Professor Olayinka Olutoye in Abuja in
recognition of his work and scientific exploits that
continue to project the image of this institution
and that of the country globally, adding that the
College of Health Sciences is home to several
renowned researchers and scholars across
discipline who have continued to attract
recognition and funding to the University.
He admitted that he was aware of the many
challenges confronting the institution and indeed
the College of Health Sciences in terms of
equipment and infrastructure, pledging the
commitment of his administration to do its
possible best to rise to the occasion, even as he
passionately called on stakeholders to join hands
with the University to confront these challenges.
In his welcome address, the Provost, College of
Health Sciences, Professor Kayode Ijadunola said
the annual lecture was instituted to immortalize
the founding Dean of the Faculty of Health
Sciences, Professor Adesanya Ige Grillo and
celebrate scholarship, excellence, institutional
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philosophy and tradition. Going down memory
lane, Ijadunola hinted that in the last ten (10)
years, the college had invited distinguished
speakers of diverse backgrounds and expertise,
bringing perspectives to the discourse of
Professor Grillo, his work, life and times, and the
Ife experience adding that all these have gone to
impact the work that these speakers do, thus
inspiring the present generation of students to
picture ahead of them a future of limitless
potentials and opportunities. He used the
occasion to appeal for support from friends and
alumni of the college adding that the central
funding of the University System is negligible,
thus, infrastructure, equipment and research
machinery are in a state of disrepair.
In his lecture titled, “Progress Through
Innovation and Discovery: Advances in Surgery
Before Birth” the guest speaker, Professor
Olayinka Olutoye, a Professor of Surgery,
Paediatrics and Obstetrics, from Baylor College
of Medicine and Co-Director of the Texas
children’s foetal centre, Texas children’s Hospital
Houston Texas, USA explained that there are few
things that get a woman excited, one of which is
finding out that she is pregnant but the excitement
can be cut short by the realization that the foetus
may have any anomaly. According to him, by the
time a child is born with an anomaly, paediatrician
and surgeon do the best they can to allow the child
to survive in spite of the anomaly and try to
reverse or correct the anomaly, even though it is
their wish to get to the child earlier to correct the
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anomaly before the untoward consequence ensue.
Professor Olutoye who illustrated several cases
where foetal surgical interventions had been
performed for foetuses, noted that these
developments is a pointer to how a problem can be
identified, the appropriate questions asked;
appropriate research done to test innovative
solutions and the findings implemented. He
continued that this general principles apply to all
spheres of life, emphasizing that “in Nigeria, we
are very good at indentifying problems. We can
expound on the merits and demerits of solutions
other may offer, but we need to do better at
actually solving the problems because we cannot
wait on others to proffer solutions to our own
problems and challenges”. He said that a country
as populous as Nigeria, should stimulate
individuals, support and encourage them to use
their skills and intellect for positive gain.
Professor Olutoye maintained that there are
limited opportunities whereby the intellectual
curiosity can be channelled to great gains for the
society at large, adding that developed countries
have funding bodies established with the sole
purpose of stimulating discovery and innovation
citing as examples, the National Institutes of
Health, and the National Science Foundation in
the U.S. This responsibility recording to him, is
not limited only to government as there are many
private foundations that have
effectively achieved the same
goals, such as the Burroughs
Wellcome Fund, the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundations.
He therefore appealed to
wealthy individuals and
corporations to participate in
such humanitarian services.
The Guest Lecturer further
gave a way forward that
institutions of higher learning
should create an environment
of transparency, accountability
and efficiency that would
encourage and make
endowments and naming
opportunities, establish a review system based on
meritocracy that would award limited resources
to deserving individuals; set up a framework and
expectation that funds allocated would be used
exclusively for the purpose for which it was
dedicated, with appropriate regular oversight to
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ensure such, and severe enforceable penalty for
defiant behaviour; help individuals corporations
to identify areas and topics worthy of discovery
and innovation and how the success of these
efforts will benefit the individuals, corporates and
society at large and commit to translate the
innovative findings to usable advances and
technology that would benefit the society at large.
He said that these efforts should not be limited to
institutions of higher learning and to the society,
as young bright minds in our secondary schools
can be engaged.
Earlier, a courtesy call was made on the ViceChancellor, Eyitope Ogunbodede who asserted
that his administration holds Professor Olutoye in
the highest esteem for his laudable achievements
and breakthrough which have brought this
institution into limelight globally and most
especially for being a good ambassador of the
great Obafemi Awolowo University.
He appreciated all alumni in Diaspora for their
contributions to their alma-mater, especially the
Ifemed Alumni for honouring Professor
Adesanya Grillo, a man many people see in many
perspectives because of his firmness and
unwaivering commitment to all he believed in and
his contributions to the Faculty of Health
Sciences as a founding Dean.
The Vice-Chancellor stated that Professor
Olutoye had made history through his exploits

and put the name of Obafemi Awolowo
University in the world map, by being “a fantastic
advertisement of our great University”.

NEWS

MAGAZINE

OSUN GUBER POLL: OAU VC, INSPECTOR
GENERAL OF POLICE URGE POLITICIANS TO
AVOID VIOLENCE, HATE SPEECHES

T

he Vice-Chancellor of the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede,
has advised gubernatorial candidates of all political
parties in Osun State to avoid any utterance or action that may
tarnish their respective reputation and put the state in a terrible
condition.
Professor Ogunbodede gave the advice in his capacity as the
Chairman of a One Day Seminar, organized by the Inspector
General of Police, Mr. Ibrahim Idris, with the theme:
“Imperativeness of Police Collaboration with Essential
Stakeholders: Towards secured, free, fair and credible
elections in Nigeria”
Describing the gubernatorial candidates as men and women of
proven credible credentials who are “aspiring to serve their
people and contribute their quota to the overall development
of Osun State”, the Obafemi Awolowo University helmsman
charged them to caution their followers not to do anything
untoward but that their conduct should further portray Osun
State as one of the most peaceful states in the federation. He
added that the development of any human society is a
collective responsibility of those living therein.
Professor Ogunbodede, thereafter, pledged the unflinching
support of the Obafemi
Awolowo University to peaceful
co-existence of all Nigerians in
Osun State, appealing to the
electorates to eschew violence
before, during and after the
election.
Expressing his delight to be at
the occasion, the Inspector
General of Police, Mr. Ibrahim
Idris, underscored the
importance of holding regular
consultation with stakeholders
to fashion out ways of delivering
violent free elections that will be
adjudged free, fair and credible
in the observation lens of both local and international
observers.
He highlighted the duties of the police to include the provision
of armed policemen to accompany INEC officials conveying
both sensitive and non-sensitive electoral materials to their
various destinations before and after the election.
The Inspector General of Police also stated that deployment of
vehicular patrols/intervention units at Wards, Local
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Government Areas and State Headquarters to enforce
restriction of movement and ward off any anticipated or
unanticipated disruption of the electoral personnel or
snatching of electoral materials.
According to him, posting of adequate police personnel to
each polling unit to ensure that thugs or armed persons do not
snatch electoral materials during voting, and intensive
surveillance and intelligence gathering by the Police
Intelligence Units to forestall any planned attack or disruption
of the elections, would be his priority.
He stated further: “It is an acknowledged fact that the above
responsibilities of providing adequate security for elections
like the normal conventional police duties cannot be
effectively achieved without the support of our identifiable
stakeholders like political parties, their candidates, the media,
Civil Society Organizations (CSO), Domestic and
International Election Observers, Opinion Leaders and the
rest”, describing them as the mirrors through which we
receive a feedback from the conducts and behaviours of our
officers posted to police the elections. The IG posited that the
informations gathered during these types of interaction will
further complement their usual intelligence, guide their
deployment strategies and
determine where to concentrate
their resources and manpower in
order to enhance elections
security.
He frowned at those who
criticized his deployment of
30,000 police personnel to cover
the last gubernatorial election in
Ekiti State, stating that with
hindsight of what happened in
Rivers State, police should be
commended for massive
deployment of its personnel in
Ekiti State.
Mr. Idris, then used the occasion
to advise politicians and their supporters to desist from certain
conduct which might precipitate violence and render the
election not credible by local and international observers.
He commended the media for being partners in progress but
cautioned them to be wary of what they write and publish
before, during and after the election, advising them to discern
hate speeches and avoid giving prominence to such stories.
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FUND
UNIVERSITY
EDUCATION
– Awolowo Dosumu urges FG

T

he Federal Government has been called upon
to give more premium to the funding of
education, most especially, the University
education.
A former Nigerian ambassador to Canada, Dr.
Tokunbo Awolowo-Dosumu, stated this when the
Vice-Chancellor of Obafemi Awolowo University,
Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, led his team on a
courtesy visit to the Awolowo family in Ikenne.
Welcoming the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. AwolowoDosumu described the art of administering a
University as not only stressful but exceptionally
demanding, stating that only people of impeccable
credentials can be the Vice-Chancellor of a world
class University like OAU.
She lauded Professor Ogunbodede’s leadership style
and urged him to do all within his power to sustain the
legacies of the founding fathers of the University. Dr.
Awolowo-Dosumu, then, enjoined the Federal
Government to commit more money to properly fund
education so that this generation of Nigerian would
benefit what their grandfathers and fathers benefitted
during the free education era of her father, Chief
Obafemi Awolowo.
Commending the Vice-Chancellor for a job well
done, the former
Ambassador noted all the
effort the University
management is making in
terms of the repairs and
renovation of the halls of
residence, and then
pledged the readiness of
the Awolowo family to
assist the University in
any area that the
management wants. She
appreciated the kind
gesture of Professor
Ogunbodede in
maintaining the aesthetics of the University,
particularly the horticultural excellence and
architectural beauty, describing the totality of the
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beauty of the University as a phenomenon.
She then prayed that the good Lord will continue to be
with the Vice-Chancellor and his team, adding that
God will give them required knowledge, wisdom and
sound health to further take OAU to a much greater
height. Earlier, the Vice-Chancellor of OAU,
Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, had described Chief
Obafemi Awolowo, in whose name the University
was rechristened, as a living legend whose legacies in
all areas of life could not be erased in the history of
Nigeria, Africa and the black race.
He further described Chief Awolowo as a visionary
leader whose selfless services impacted positively on
his people, particularly the South West Region, where
his government established the first Television
Station in Africa, the Liberty (now Awolowo)
Stadium, the famous cocoa house etc.
Pledging the support of his administration to the
Awolowo family, Professor Ogunbodede stated that
Chief Awolowo has made OAU a unique brand
among other first rated Universities in Africa.
He described as invaluable the unquantifiable
contributions of the Awolowos to the overall
development of the University, emphasizing that
during his tenure, the ties
between OAU and the
Awolowo would be much
stronger than before. The
Vice-Chancellor, then,
alluded the intellectual
v i b r a n c y, p o l i t i c a l
activism and social
consciousness of the
students resident in
Awolowo Hall of the
University to the sociopolitical sagacity of Chief
Obafemi Awolowo. He
then appealed to the
Awolowo family to partner with the University on
Awolowo Hall so that the legacy of Chief Obafemi
Awolowo would be passed down to next generations.
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The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede (r) and
Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry, Professor Foluso Owotade
(l) during the faculty’s courtesy visit to the Vice-Chancellor

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY
VISITS OGUNBODEDE
The Dean, Faculty of Dentistry, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Professor Foluso Owotade has led
other heads in the Faculty on a courtesy visit to the new
Vice-Chancellor of the University, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, who incidentally is one of them, to
congratulate him officially and wish him well as he
assumed duty.
The Dean who was accompanied by Professor
Adeleke Oginni, Drs. S.V. Aregbesola, M.A. Adedigba,
Solomon Nwhator and Dada Fadeju, as well as the
Faculty Secretary, Mrs. Tosan Erero, said the entire
faculty staff wanted to come on the visit but it was
eventually decided that departmental heads should
represent others so as to keep the delegation's size small.
Professor Owotade who noted with delight that
dentistry, which is incontestably the smallest faculty in
the University was divinely favoured to have produced
the occupant of the highest office in the University, in the
person of Professor Ogunbodede, adding that the
University would enjoy a new lease of life under his
leadership.
While pleading with the Vice-Chancellor to do
all within his power and available resources to assist the
faculty to regain its lost glory by replacing all obsolete
equipment and giving it a facelift, Professor Owotade
prayed for a successful tenure and God's guidance for the
Vice-Chancellor as he progresses in office.
In his remark, Professor Ogunbodede stated that
he was very pleased to receive the visitors, who he noted
were the very first set of callers from within the
University community since his inauguration, adding

33

GREAT

IFE

that he would justify the confidence reposed in him to
reposition the University and consolidate its leadership
position in the country and on the continent.
The Vice-Chancellor who seized the
opportunity of the courtesy call to disclose that the
University was recently selected as one of the ten (10)
universities in the country to benefit from a National
Rural Electrification Project to commence very soon,
appealed to all members of staff to rededicate
themselves to their duties and do their jobs
conscientiously.
Speaking further on the gains that accrued to the
University since he took over the reins of administration,
Professor Ogunbodede expatiated that the teaching
hospital and immediate areas around the University
would benefit from the electrification project when
operational. He said the project would see the
installation of a turbine and more street lights.
Similarly, according to him, the Ministry of
Water Resources has agreed to assist the University sink
boreholes at strategic but viable sites on campus to solve
potable water shortage problem, just as the Central Bank
of Nigeria (CBN) gave assurance that work would soon
resume on the site of the jubilee house project it is
funding in the University.
To show his immense gratitude for the visit, the
Vice-Chancellor presented a DVD copy of the
inauguration ceremony packaged by the Directorate of
Corporate Services, Public Relations Unit of the
University.
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ACE STAGES 2ND
ACADEMIA-INDUSTRIAL
ENGAGEMENT ON DIGITIZING
NIGERIA

T

he OAU-ICT driven
Knowledge Park
(OAK-Park), Africa
Centre of Excellence (ACE),
Obafemi Awolowo University
in collaboration with Academy
Halogen, a subsidiary of
Halogen Security Company,
held a one-day symposium in
Lagos, Nigeria with the central
theme on Digitizing
Nigeria.The symposium is a
follow-up to an earlier one, held
on March 14, 2018.
Speaking at the event, the ProChancellor and Chairman of
Council, Dr. Yemi Ogunbiyi
stressed the resolve of the
University Council to create an
enabling environment for
academia-industrial
partnership to thrive. In his own
remarks, the Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Eyitope Ogungbenro
Ogunbodede highlighted some
of the strides being made by the
University consequent on the
collaboration between the
University and the Industry.
The VC specifically mentioned
the proposed plan of the
University to establish a School
of Media and Communication.
The ACE Co-Centre Leader
and Dean, Faculty of
Technology, Professor Sola
Aderounmu introduced the
OAU-ICT driven Knowledge
Park(OAK-Park) to the
audience and the facilities
within the Park. He informed
the audience, made of up
captains of industry, security
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personnel and media practitioners of the objectives of the OAKPark to create a regionally-recognized and acknowledged model
that is driven by high quality postgraduate education for uptake and
commercialization of research and technology to advance the
growth of ICT industry. The Centre, in his words, is actively
providing launch pad for start-up companies borne out of
university research activities, and collaboration with partnering
ICT companies especially along Lagos axis, which will have the
competitive advantage of proximity and direct access to the
intellectual infrastructure and output of the university.
In a well-crafted and motivating presentation, the ViceChairman/GMD of Troyka Group (the parent body for Halogen
Security), Dr. Jimi Awosika speaking on the topic ‘Business and the
need for safety in Open Work’ opined that life is becoming an open
book globally with a new emerging surveillance society. He
affirmed the centrality of security in modern day business survival
noting that intelligence is the new capital in the 4th Generation. In
his words, ‘Security vulnerabilities are occurring in all areas of life
and asymmetric engagement is what rules here. Where relative
strengths of people, organizations or nations differ significantly,
negative human behavior can lead to attempts for competitors to
exploit each other’s weaknesses and create deficiencies to
neutralize, even annihilate competition’ He concluded by
advocating for the meeting of .edu and .com to proffer solution
hence the ongoing partnership between Academy Halogen and
OAU on enterprise cyber risk management. Professor Ndubuisi
Ekekwe’s cerebral presentation took the audience through the
interplay of technology, policy, business and law within the ambit
of cyber security. He stressed the urgent need for Nigeria to develop
capacity in Cyber Security Policy, Technology and Capability. He
argued for a new set of cyber warriors infused with Artificial
Intelligence to help tackle the menace of cyber criminals. Earlier,
Dr. Wale Adeagbo, the COO of Halogen and Chair of the
organizing committee reiterated the commitment of Academy
Halogen to work closely with OAU to deliver a professional Master
programme in Cyber Security. In summing up the event and setting
agenda for future engagement, the co-chair, LOC and ACE
Communication Manager, Dr. Temitope Aladesanmi advocated for
the rapid need to bridge skill gap that currently exists in the cyber
security domain.
The event which held in the Ikeja GRA office of Academy Halogen
was well attended.
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INSIGHT BACKS OAU
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION
STUDIES

E

fforts of the present University administration at
ensuring that the School of Communication studies
being proposed for the University takes off soonest,
received a major boost as Insight Communications, an
enterprise under the aegis of Troyka Holdings, Lagos, throws
its full weight behind the initiative, even as the company’s
Chairman, Mr. Biodun Shobanjo, challenged the Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede-led administration to take up the
gauntlet and ensure that school becomes operational without
further delay.
This came to the fore when the Vice-Chancellor led a highpowered delegation from the University on familiarization
and capacity-building visit to Insight communications, with a
view to attracting requisite industry-backing for the School of
Communication studies, and to further explore the brand
resolidification opportunities that OAU’s symbiotic
relationship with Insight offers.
Speaking, Professor Ogunbodede, who stated that the
proposed School of Communication studies will comprise
three (3) departments at take-off, noted that this is to enhance
the quality of the curricular and the Faculty among others.
In his words, “infact, I cannot agree more with the proposed
name as School of Communication studies. The organogram
of the school will be designed to make it stand out from the rest
of the programmes around. The way it will be designed will
not be altered and all the workings of the school as well as its
curricular will be tailored towards the best standards

acceptable national and internationally”. While
canvassing the unalloyed support of Insight
Communications and the entire industry for the
OAU School of Communication studies, the VC
hinted that the project already enjoys
immeasurable goodwill of friends, partners and
stakeholders of the university, adding that the management
team has properly briefed the Council.
Responding, the Chairman of Troyka Holdings, Mr.
Shobanjo, who led other top shots of the company to receive
the OAU delegation, expressed delight at the visit, asserting
that it is high time the ivory towers and the industry took their
collaborations a notch higher so as to fast track the all-round
development of the country.
While alluding to the fact that running media or
communications related programmes at OAU is long overdue,
the renowned PR-Advertising guru appealed to the University
authorities to ensure that the school is a forward looking
brand. “If it is going to be a School of Communication studies,
it must be able to influence in away, the various keys of
communication-Radio, TV, etc;” he said.
He continued that under the arrangement Insight
Communications is proposing for the school, the company
will assist OAU to provide the environment to recruit the
teaching staff both from academics and industry, adding that
good foundation, good staffing and proper funding will
facilitate continuity and sustainability.
Mrs. Shobanjo admonished further that the school should
operate international best practices and the best principles if it
is to be built into a brand that can positively enhance both
OAU and Insight’s images.

OAU-ACADEMIC WIN ICTP AWARD

A

faculty staff in the
Department of Mechanical
Engineering, Dr. S.A.
Adio, has received the
distinguished Poster Award of the
International Centre for Theoretical
Physics (ICTP) in recognition of his
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research work titled: “The Viscosity of Nanofluids”.
The award was given at the Hands-On-Research in Complex Systems
School where Dr. Adio presented a poster from his research and it was
adjudged one of the best poster presentations at the Hands-On School
attended by over fifty participants from eighteen countries.
The awardee additionally met with Professor Harry Swinney of the
University of Texas at Austin, during his sessions at the school. Dr. Adio’s
curiosity, interest, and dedication towards learning and research in this
sessions, further earned him a gift of the valuable Taylor-Couette flow
apparatus from Professor Swinney. This equipment will be used to illustrate
various fluid dynamics to undergraduate and postgradate students of the
department.
The
instrumentation can also
be used to conduct original
fundamental research on
the vortex dynamics of
nanofluids.
The equipment now set up
in Dr. S. A. Adio’s
Laboratory.
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OAU RESEARCHERS
AWARDED PATENT FOR
MEDICAL ELECTRONIC
PERCUSSION APPLIANCE

A

design of a Medical Electronic Percussion
appliance (MEPA) has resulted in the
award of a patent to the inventors:
Professor L.O. Kehinde; J. O. Utulu; Mr. O. D.
Oderhohwo, and Dr. O. Ogunlade.
This is a joint collaborative research between
researchers in the Department of Electronic and
Electrical Engineering and a researcher in the
Department of Physiological Sciences. The Instrumentation
research group in this design is headed by Prof. L.O. Kehinde
and the other members of this design team are Joseph UTULU
and Miss Ogheneuriri ODERHOHWO. The researcher from the
Physiological Sciences is Dr. Oluwadare Ogunlade.
The Medical Electronic Percussion Appliance hereby described
and referred to as MEPA consists of an electromechanical
assembly that perturbs a patient’s body (in this case, the human
chest or abdomen) and a sound signal monitoring section that
tells the kind of percussion note (sound) received based on the
properties of the sound that is generated from the percussed area.
Fast Fourier Transform (FFT)
Library is employed to get the
frequency components of the
analyzed signal. This received
frequency is displayed on a
Liquid Crystal Display as well
as represented by brightly
coloured LEDs.
This new MEPA device brings
with it the advantage of
performing percussion,
frequency analysis and display
of percussion note (sound) in
real time, thereby aiding fast
and reliable diagnosis which
had been absent in earlier
designs.
The patent was processed
through the OAU’s IPTTO Office located at the former Distance
Learning Complex, Off Road 1, OAU, Ile-Ife. The Office is
always ready to assist researchers/investors process their
Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) resulting from research
activities. IPRs are Intellectual Assets that enhance the value of
invention for the purpose of commercialization through outright
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sale, exploitation or licensing of
the invention. IP Assets are more
relevant for meeting market
needs and wealth creation
through university-industry
linkage, technology transfer and
licensing in this knowledgedriven age.
IPTTO can be contacted through
oauiptto@oauife.edu.ng,
oauiptto@yahoo.com for further

information on all issues relating
to IPRs (Patent, Copyright,
Trademarks, Industrial Designs,
and Trade Secret among others).
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OAU's ICS Exhibits Dialogues
of Duro Ladipo's Theatre

T

he Institute of Cultural Studies, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, has held an
exhibition in honour of the revered theatre
icon, the late Duro Ladipo.
The exhibition, tagged “Dialogues of Duro
Ladipo’s Theatre”, featured paintings, panels and
3D icons among others and attracted a large
turnout from all walks of life from within and
outside the country.
The exhibitor, Dr. Oluseyi Ogunjobi, while
conducting the Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede and other dignitaries round
the works on display, said the exhibition was
conceived on account of his research on the
iconography of Duro Ladipo’s theatre in his
triology of Oba Moro (1962), Oba Koso (1963)
and Oba Waja (1964). This, according to him, is in
terms of a contemporary re-interpretation of the
icons and their semiotic implications. In their
separate remarks, the Dean of the Faculty of Arts,
Professor Gbemisola Adeoti, and the Director of
Institute of Cultural Studies, Dr. Felix Ayoh
Omidire, both were of the opinion that even as the
World commemorates the fortieth (40th)
anniversary of the passing of Duro Ladipo, the
Institute and indeed, the University is delighted to
host the special exhibition.
Duro Adisa Ladipo, popularly called Duro Ladipo,
was one of the most prominent Yoruba playwright,
actor and composer of the 20th Century. He not
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only founded the Mbari Mbayo Club of Osogbo,
he was also a prominent member of the then
Osogbo Arts School and a founding member of the
Yoruba operatic theatre that was pioneered by
Hubert Ogunde, the progenitor of the Yoruba
Professional Travelling Theatre. Ladipo was born
on 18th December, 1926 in Osogbo, South
Western part of Nigeria. He died on 11th March,
1978. Before his demise, Ladipo wrote and
produced thirty-six (36) plays as a dramatist.
Meanwhile, the Director of the I.C.S. has reaffirmed the institute’s readiness to host a most
memorable Festival of Food and Identity from July
30th through 5th August 2018.
Dr. Omidire, who gave a hint of the special features
of the festival to include celebrity chef’s corner
through which prominent personalities will cook
their favourite meals, further disclosed that all the
collections of the nobel laureate, Emeritus
Professor Wole Soyinka, will be on display. He
stated that necessary machinery has been set in
motion to mobilize participation from the
Diaspora.
It would be recalled that Emeritus Professor Wole
Soyinka as the Chief Adviser of the festival led
other eminent personalities to the University
campus recently for the unveiling ceremony of the
festival’s logo during which he berated the federal
government for its failure to curtail the incessant
herders’ killings in the country.
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COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION
DELIBERATELY SOWED SEEDS OF
DISCORD IN NIGERIA – Akeredolu

T

he Governor of Ondo State, Arakunrin Oluwarotimi
Akeredolu has observed that seeds of discord had been
sown by the Colonial administration right from the
amalgamation of diverse ethnic nationalities with varied and
variegated interests, adding that the erstwhile traditional
formations were ill-prepared for the new system which
discounted their cultural ethos, and simply corralled to become on
administrative unit.
Arakunrin Akeredolu who made this observation at the
Faculty of Social Sciences 2018. Distinguished Guest Lecture
and Award Ceremony titled: “Restructuring of the Nigerian State:
Implications for Development”, maintained that the very facts of
annexation and the eventual amalgamation of the Northern and
Southern Protectorates by the British colonialists to form a new
country, christened Nigeria in 1914, excited debates, consequent
agitations and political progression which culminated in the grant
of independence in 1960, adding that the transition from the
traditional mode of socio-economic arrangement to the
transposed and imposed structure alien and alienating must be
viewed, critically, to determine the role of colonialism in the
current crisis of definition and identity.
He posited more that linear progression towards
development by the traditional societies became truncated, hence
social issues, such as unemployment, crime and generally low
productivity crept into the consciousness of the people who have
just metamorphosed from free-born natives of their various
communities to British subjects, noting strongly that cultural
identities were guarded jealously in the pre-colonial traditional
societies, but the coming of the Europeans changed the older
order as communities, which did not have any cause to interact,
not only became neighbours by administrative fiat, but their
destinies were tied to one another in a new political system
externally designed and controlled for maximum expropriation
and exploitation of the natives.
The Governor lamented that this new dispensation
commenced on a shaky foundation as the basic law of the land,
promulgated by the Military had no significant input of the
populace, submitting that most of the proponent of restructuring
have failed to explain their position in clear terms as that there are
different reasons for the position being canvassed by politicians,
social activists, professional associations and labour unions of
omnibus expression for barely-disguised intent, asserting further
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that many believe that unless the
country is “restructured” there
will be no progress. Others, he
said, depending on which side of
the political divide from where
the query emanates, consider it as
the return to regionalism, or as
“resource control”, or a state of
economic independence. The
sunshine state’s helmsman
argued that there can be no
remarkable progress in a country
whose citizens work at cross
purpose, adding that the inability
of the Nigeria elites to identify the
fundamental issues militating
against our march to nationhood
is a major impediment, while
recommending that all states
must be encouraged to look
inwards for survival, depend,
primarily, on their immediate
environment for sustenance, the
Senior Advocate of Nigeria
canvassed the nations
educational curricula must reflect
the country’s peculiar challenges,
and youths trained to address the
challenges. He pointed out that
the country should take seriously,
the issue of State and Local
Government Police for adequate
security.
Arakunrin Akeredolu similarly
remarked that the country is at
crossroads, as most of the
challenges encountered by the
people are not unexpected in a
post-colonial state, adding that
the ability to rise above these
challenges and move ahead is a
mark of commitment.
He
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expressed his happiness to return to his alma mater for
engagements such as the current discourse on the best possible
way to confront the socio-economic challenges facing the
country.
Earlier, the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede in
his address at the occasion had noted that the Faculty of Social
Sciences Distinguished Guest Lecture is an annual event
organized by the Faculty for the promotion of intense intellectual
discourse on issues of national importance, adding that the
presence of His Excellency, the Governor of Ondo State,
Arakunrin Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, is a boost to the commitment
of the University to promote its triple mandate of teaching,
research and community service which are interlinked.
He stated that the Guest Lecturer would take participants through
what they did not know and what they know but do not pay
adequate attention to, emphasizing his wealth of experience on
how to drive national development at a critical point of the
nation’s history and chart a new course that will drive the country
to the desired point of excellence for the utmost benefit of the
country. He reiterated that this is very germane to the present and
future of the country because the issue of restructuring has been
major knowledge driven concern where more imputs will be
required of the academic and more intellectual engagement may
become inevitable, adding that the continuous engagement of
academic discourse in governance issues will not only drive
research, but also create a platform for town and gown interaction
for national development.
In his welcome address, the Dean of the Faculty, who also
doubles as the Chairman Committee of Deans, Professor
Mabayoje Aluko, stated that the need to advance a sustainable
Platform, which will be essentially inclusive and indigenous in

concession and
in
implementation has been the
motivation for instituting the
annual Faculty Guest Lecturer
Series.
He state that the
gathering is in consonance with
the desire of the University to
continually connect with the
larger society in order to
contribute to its sustainable
advancement, dressing that it has
remained a cardinal objectives of
this institution to use these
platforms of well design
empirical studies to proffer
remedies to various challenges of
our national life.
Three (2) distinguished
personalities were honoured at
the ceremony. They were the
Secretary to the Ondo State
Government, Hon. Sunday
Ifedayo Abegunde; the former
Speaker, Ekiti State House of
Assembly, Rt. Hon. Richard
Olufemi Bamisile; and Former
Board Chairman, Ondo State
Water Corporation, Chief Dapo
Filani.

OAU VC BECOMES FELLOW OF

NIGERIA COMPUTER SOCIETY

A

t an elaborate progamme
organized to mark the 40th
anniversary of the Nigeria
Computer Society (NCS) held at the Naval
Dockyard, Victoria Island, Lagos, the ViceChancellor of the OAU, Ile-Ife, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede was conferred with
the Honourary Fellow of the Society with
pomp-and-peagentry.
Professor Ogunbodede, who was decorated
along with a former Governor of Cross
River State, Senator Liyel Imoke,
expressed his gratitude to the member of
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the NCS and
pledge to do all
within his power
and means to
justify his
conferment.
He, therefore,
charged them to
continue to be
good ambassadors of the country and be
shinning light to the other computer
societies around the world.
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OGUNBODEDE
RECEIVES REA,
TERRA AGRIC REPS

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede
has received two high-powered delegations from the
Rural Electrification Agency (REA) and a Dutch
agribusiness firm, Terra Agriculture International in respect
of two landmark projects about to commence in the
University, courtesy of the federal government.
While the Head of operations of REA, Mrs. Anita Otubu, led
the Energizing Power Project Team comprising
representatives of the Contractors, Sterling and Wilson
and the National Universities Commission (NUC), Mr.
Peter Van Stijn, a director at Terra Agric led the Dutch
firm’s team.
Addressing the visitors at separate events held in his
office, the Vice-Chancellor expressed the University
administration’s immense appreciation to the federal
government for the intervention projects on account of
which the visitors were visiting the University for first
hand assessment of the project sites as well as other
facilities available in the University for smooth and
effective take-off of the projects. He gave assurance of the

University’s readiness to work with each
of the project teams in realizing set
project timelines, asserting that the
teams have an unfettered access to his
office and other relevant officers of the
University.
It would be recalled that last year, the Federal
Government through the Rural Electrification
Agency (REA) selected the University and nine
(9) others for its pilot power project, and an
agribusiness intervention programme to be
funded by the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN)
through the Federal Ministry of Agriculture.

NURSING PROGRAMME
OCCUPIES IMPORTANT PLACE
IN OUR INSTITUTION

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife,
Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede has described the important
position of the Nursing programme in Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife.
He expressed this when receiving the accreditation team from
Nigerian Universities Commission (NUC) in his office, adding that
the Nursing Programme is highly competitive and well sorted after
course after medicine in the institution, hence the University
administration cannot afford to treat Nursing Programme with levity.
Ogunbodede told his guests that the University authorities will take to
all suggestions and advice given by the team towards the
development and progress of Nursing Programme of the University.
Speaking, the leader of the accreditation team, Dr. (Mrs.) Anthonia
Chinwueba expressed her appreciation to the Vice-Chancellor for the
warm reception given to her team, noting with elation, her
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participation in the accreditation
team which offered her the
opportunity to come and see for
herself all that she had had
heared about Great Ife as the
most beautiful University
Campus in Africa. He said
further that her team is in the
University to see and assess the
Nursing Programme as it is a
routine exercise for Nigeria
Universities Commission
(NUC).

GOOD GOVERNANCE
ENHANCES SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
– Vice Chancellor

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede has observed that the
existence of good governance is a factor role in
the advancement of sustainable development.
Professor Ogunbodede made this observation
through the Dean, Faculty of Basic Medical
Sciences, Professor Reuben Fajemilehin who
represented him at the reception in honour of His
Excellency, the Deputy Governor of Ekiti State,
Dr. Olusola Kolapo, organised by the Faculty of
Environmental Design and Management,
Obafemi Awolowo University.
He said that the concept of “Governance” is not
new, adding that it has been around in both
political and academic discourse for a long time,
and has been practised by political elites, but it is
manifested in the condition of citizenry which
implies that a strong state is unlikely to emerge in
the absence of a vibrant civil society. He further
stated that good governance enhances human
development, and human development is the
pivot which other developmental activities
revolve; adding that good governance plays an
important role in the advancement of sustainable
development. It also promotes accountability,
transparency, efficiency and rule of law which
allows for sound and efficient management of
human resources for equitable and sustainable
development.
The Vice-Chancellor opined that the lecture is
pertinent and timely as it is an opportunity to
address vital issues concerning the country. He
promised to support all positive efforts at
increasing effective governance in our country, a
noble cause which is being pursued by the Faculty
of Environmental Design and Management.
The Dean, Faculty of Environmental Design and
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Management, Professor Bioye Aluko in his
welcome address, noted that the Nigerian-nation
has had a chequered history in terms of political
development since she attained political
independence. He noted that there is heightened
agitation and expectations across regions and
ethnic groups for improved infrastructure, socioeconomic growth, political stability and
sustainability.
He stated that good governance is a vital tool for
achieving the desired political greatness for
Nigeria and the repositioning of Nigeria as a truly
political giant of Africa. He however identified
corruption as one of the obstacles standing in the
way of good governance in the country adding
that other monsters include bad leadership and
bad governance.
Aluko said that good governance is in tandem
with democratic governance which is largely
characterized by high valued principles such as
accountability, participation, transparency,
human and civil rights. He noted further that
these governance qualities have the capacity to
provide the development process of a country.
In a lecture titled, “Towards Political Stability and
Democratic Consolidation in Nigeria: Ekiti
State, 2014-2017” delivered by the former ViceChancellor, Ekiti State University, Professor Dipo
Kolawole: He stated that the nation can only
survive when there is peace and stability.
He noted that Ekiti State is among the few states in
Nigeria where there is harmonious relationship
between the executive, legislature and the
judiciary arms of government which is not found
nationally. He appreciated humility, fear of God
and other virtues of the Deputy Governor, Dr.
Kolapo Olusola, stating that these are qualities
not found in the previous two deputies that served
Governor Ayodele Fayose in his first tenure as
governor in Ekiti State.
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OAU
T
h e Vi c e - C h a n c e l l o r,
O b a f e m i Aw o l o w o
U n i v e r s i t y, I l e - I f e ,
Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede
has expressed the desire of the
management of the University to
partner with the National Atomic
Energy Commission (NAEC) in
order to expand its frontiers of
operations to the national and
international level.
The Vice-Chancellor, stated this
when he received the Chairman,
National Atomic Energy
Commission (NAEC) Abuja,
Professor Simon Mallam, who
paid him courtesy visit.
He stated that the University was
deeply interested in the affairs of
the Centre for Energy Research
and Development (CERD)
because of the impact the Centre
has made in providing training for
Nigerians in the past.
He
continued that it was the wish of
the University to ensure the
repositioning of the Centre for
greater heights, adding that since
the establishment of the centre in
1976 through the collaboration
with the Department of Physics, in
the University, a lot of activities
had taken place which had

TO PARTNER
PARTNER NAEC
NAEC
ON EXPANSION OF
OPERATIONS – VC

impacted greatly on the scientific development of the country and that
there is a need to expand its frontiers of operations now that nuclear atomic
energy is generating global political interest.
Ogunbodede advised the Commission to explore the use of TETFund and
World Bank capital base for sourcing funds for the projects of the
commission, stating that money could be obtained from these two
financial bodies through their supervising ministries. He said efforts
would be made to encourage the staff of the Centre so that they can access
allowances obtained by their colleagues, hinting that Vice-Chancellors of
the five (5) Universities hosting the five (5) centres of NAEC would soon
meet to deliberate on the welfare of staff of the centres and present a
position paper to the Federal Government.
He appreciated the giant strides of the Chairman, Professor Mallam since
his assumption as the Executive Chairman of National Atomic Energy
Commission (NAEC), Abuja.
In his remark, the Chairman, National Atomic Energy Commission
(NAEC) Abuja, Professor Simon Mallam stated that the commission has
been strategising to ensure improved service delivery particularly in the
areas of energy research which would benefit the country. The NAEC-boss
disclosed that the commission had already arranged to invite the National
Assembly to visit its centre in Zaria and Ile-Ife to enable the Law makers
have first hand information on the challenges of the Commission, thereby
assisting it in its quest for improved funding, as a lot of challenges are
confronting the commission such as paucity of funds, replacement of
obsolete equipment, provision of schemes for improved staff welfare and
ensuring more collaborative strategies for all the centres of the
commission in the country.
Mallam, stated that he appreciated all the sentiments expressed by the
Vice-Chancellor on ways to reposition the commission and all its five (5)
centres across the country, saying that he appreciated the University
administration for the warm reception accorded him and his team and for
the support the University had given to the centre in the past.

OAU DON WINS
WINSGERMAN-AFRI
GERMAN-AFRICAN
CAN
INNOVATION INCENTIVE A WARD (GAIIA)
A lecturer in the Department of
Civil Engineering, Dr. Olonade
Kolawole has won the GermanAfrican Innovation Incentive
award for his research proposal
titled “Low-Carbon Livelihoods:
Cassava residues for performance
materials”. The project, which
will be a collaborative research
between him and a German
partner, Dr. Wolfram Schmidt,
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was selected for funding among
many others.
Dr. Olonade’s goal is to establish
cooperation between Obafemi
Awolowo University and the
German Institution.
Meanwhile, the Vice-Chancellor
has congratulated him and wished
him continued success in his
future endeavours.
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Emeritus Professor Wole Soyinka, the
Festival Adviser, slicing a roasted tuber
of yam to flag-off the 2018 Ife
International Festival of Arts, tagged
Festival of Food and Identity

SOYINKA
N

obel Laureate, Emeritus Professor Wole
Soyinka, flagged off the Ife Festival
2018, tagged “Festival of Food and
Identity, symbolically slicing a tuber of roasted
yam, even as he described the festival as unique
and critical, inspired by deep religious
convergence, homogeneity and conference which
the Ife Civilization represents.
The festival, packaged by the Institute of Cultural
Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife
was aimed at celebrating the African Culture
within a medley of traditional and contemporary
performances, dance, music, theatre, adult and
children’s cooking competition, food tasting,
symposium, art and photo exhibitions.
In his address at the opening ceremony, the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, said
that the University since inception, has been
living up to its motto: “For Learning and Culture”
by promoting and preserving African cultural
values.
He added that he is very delighted to be the Chief
Host of this festival holding ten (10) years after
the last edition held in 2008, reiterating that the
aim of the festival is to foster interrelationship
between members of the community and the
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FLAGS OFF IFE
FESTIVAL OF
FOOD, IDENTITY

generality of Africans.
In his words, “this food festival will show case our
rich diversity in Nigerian cuisine and delicacies
thereby creating awareness on Nigeria’s rich food
culture and our capacity to survive as a people
through the adoption, presentation of relevant
food and material culture”.
Also, the Ogun State helmsman, Governor
Ibikunle Amosun, represented by his Deputy, Dr.
Yetunde Onanuga, appreciated the University for
the honour done to the literary giant and Nigeria’s
foremost radical socio-political critic, Professor
Wole Soyinka, by converting the apartment he
lived while in the services of the University to a
museum for his works and his arts collections.
The Ogun Deputy Governor said that the Ibikunle
Amosun – administration has been promoting
culture and tourism in the state adding that the
Department of Culture had to be changed to
Ministry of Culture and Tourism to accommodate
the new vision of the government among which
were the expansion and revamping initiative in
the local adire production industry; restoration of
Olumo Rock as a Tourist Centre Bilikisu Osugbo
Shrine, among others.
While disclosing that the State Government had
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similarly invested heavily in agriculture,
especially in the cultivation of “ofada rice”, Chief
Onanuga enjoined all-and-sundry to make ofada
rice their right choice, saying that the health
benefits of ofada rice is far better than those of the
imported brands of rice.
She hinted further that the Ogun State
government in line with the Federal
Government’s desire to end the nation’s excessive
and dangerous dependence on oil, has put
thousands of parboiled Nerica Mitres rice under
cultivation, maintaining that Ogun State is one of
the contributors to the strategic grains reserve of
the Federal Government. “Our administration
will always continue to support all initiatives on
national food security and sustainability”,
Onanuga stressed.
Similarly, President Paul Kigame of the Republic
of Rwanda, who was represented by the
Commissioner for Agriculture and Animal
Resources, Dr. Geraldime Mukeshimana, called
on African people to jettison foreign food which
are often associated with diseases like obesity,
hypertension and diabetes among others.
The Rwandan President’s emissary who said that
people are living in the era of food production,
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stated that God, in His wisdom, has provided
various African foods for the nourishment of the
body under different climatic conditions”.
Dr. Mukeshimana admonished other African
countries to emulate Rwandans, whom she said
value their food, language and culture, charging
them to do away with foreign food consumption
in favour of their indigenous food.
Earlier while delivering his welcome address, the
Director of the OAU Institute of Cultural Studies,
Dr. Ayoh Omidire appreciated all who graced the
opening ceremony of the festival, stating that each
tribe and ethic group has food peculiar to them as
part of their identity.
He re-echoed the submissions of other speakers
by advising that all should discountenance fast
food garnished with different seasonings known
to have adverse effects on health.
Omidire challenged all to always patronise local
food that are nutritious, stressing that the Yoruba
race has the best food, culture and tradition.
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OAU UNIQUENESS,
SACROSANCT
- GOVERNOR AMOSUN

T

he Governor of Ogun State,
Senator Ibikunle Amosun
has described the Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, as a
very unique institution of higher
learning which combines
academic excellence with cultural
juvenation.
Governor Amosun stated this when
the Vice-Chancellor of OAU,
Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede
paid him a courtesy visit in his
office, at Oke-Ilewo, Abeokuta.
He lauded the Federal Government
for expectedly and rewardingly
naming a first class, world rated
university after a renowned
political giant who was an indigene
of Ogun State.
The Governor also thanked the
management of OAU for deeming
it fit to honour Professor Wole
Soyinka, whom he described as a
world citizen. He pledged the total
support of his administration for
whatever OAU was contemplating
in terms of immortalizing the first
Africans Nobel Laureate in
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Ogun State Governor, Senator Ibikunle Amosun presenting
a branded plaque to the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede during an official visit to the Governor’s Office

Literature.
Governor Amosun stated that Professor Soyinka has not only made
indelible marks in his chosen career, he is also a research material for
students who seek higher knowledge in Arts and Culture, describing
Soyinka as a living history and continuous reference in ancient and
contemporary drama and literature.
Earlier, the Vice-Chancellor of OAU, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, has
appreciated Governor Amosun for “flooding his cabinet with OAU
graduate explaining why his administration is recording grandiloquent
success on a daily basis”
Professor Ogunbodede then informed the Governor that OAU has
perfected plans to transform Soyinka’s campus house, when he was
lecturing in OAU, to a museum where antiquities of arts and culture will be
kept so that future generation will know who Wole Soyinka is and his
literary exploits. The Vice-Chancellor who commended Governor
Amosun for being the number one Governor promoting African values,
culture and tradition, thanked Ogun State for the immense contributions of
her indigenes in making OAU a first class university, describing people
like Chief Obafemi Awolowo and Professor Wole Soyinka, among others
as good pillars upon whom the OAU rests.
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BAYELSA GOVERNOR TALKS
RESTRUCTURING AT OAU,
SAYS IT IS PANACEA FOR
PEACE, DEVELOPMENT

T

he aspiration to have a peaceful and developed Nigerian-state will
remain a mirage unless and until there is a genuine, pragmatic and
concerted effort to restructure the country such that all-and-sundry will
have a sense of belonging, thus eliminating the perennial crises of mutual trust
and confidence that have pushed the country to the brink of oblivion.
This observation was made by the Executive Governor of Bayelsa State,
Honourable Seriake Dickson, while speaking at the Faculty Distinguished
Guest Lecture of Faculty of Arts, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. He
opined that restructuring is a call for constitutional reforms, an amendment of
the laws of the country to guarantee a more stable and inclusive country and to
return to the original founding principles of the nation, adding that it is the
returning of the country to federalism as agreed to by the founding fathers of our
country where all federating units of the country will be operating and
developing at their own pace.
Governor Dickson, whose mother hails from the Fidipote Ruling family at
Ijebu-Ode, Ogun State, noted that restructuring does not mean secession but
citizens freely talking and having conversations within the context of a united
Nigeria, even as he bemoaned the situation which presently exists and makes the
people of a particular area blessed with one mineral resource or the other, not to
benefit from it as family, community or state apart from the handout called
derivation. He stressed that such people’s demand for their rights, are usually
branded as a subversive move that is inimical to the existence of the Federation,
submitting further that the unity of Nigeria is desirable as the nation is better off
as a large country with a large population.
The Guest Lecturer posited that Nigerians have a role to play to recreate the ideal
Nigeria, just as the founding fathers of the nation had patience, patriotism,
accommodation and wisdom to listen to themselves by holding different
conferences and consultations at home and abroad, challenging the present crop
of leaders in this country to rise up to the task of nation building.
The Governor concluded that the nation’s unity and greatness depend on
Nigerians, noting that “every nation exist out of the sense of solidarity, ideals,
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identity shared and allegiance freely
given by the citizens of that country.
Every nation is a product of historical
accident, some less arbitrary and
more natural than others”.
He
appreciated the Faculty for finding
him worthy to deliver the lecture.
Having expressed a wish to be an
alumnus of the “Great Ife”, he saluted
the foresightedness of the founding
fathers of the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife.
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede in his speech at
the occasion stated that the lecture is
an opportunity for the University to
partake in the task of national reengineering and re-assessment of
Nigerian politics and development,
saying the management of the
institution is delighted to host the
lecture and to contribute to the raging
issue of restructuring. He noted that
Obafemi Awolowo University has
always been in the forefront of
knowledge production and has
always played important roles in the
Nigeria project, adding that
intellectual activism has been major
asset of the Institution coupled with

the right calibre of intelligentsia whose
ideas have been invaluable in the affairs
of the country.
While the ViceChancellor said that OAU has a culture
of cross-pollination of ideas and
knowledge production for functional
human capacity and nation building, he
emphasized that it is good to reflect on
the state of the nation especially on the
security of lives and property and the
needless bloodletting that have
characterized the country in recent
times, noting that Hon. Seriake Dickson
is eminently qualified to offer pragmatic
ideas given his rich background as
former police officer, a legal practitioner
and a two term Governor.
He
commended the Bayelsa State Governor
for his contributions to the development
of education in the country, submitting
that OAU would partner with him on advancement of education in Nigeria.
Earlier on in his welcome address, the Dean, Faculty of Arts, Professor
Gbemisola Adeoti stated that the Faculty Distinguished Guest Lecture has
garnered so much attention and goodwill within and outside the University and it
has provided a capacious platform for reflecting on contemporary issues
through the intellectual standpoint of humanity. He further said that the Faculty
has been generating knowledge on those factors that are inhibiting development
in the country and has also been seeking solutions to them while rubbing minds
with like-minds and in line with this objective, the lecture is quite timely,
relevant, and of essence with its title, “Restructuring and the search for a
productive Nigeria”.
According to Adeoti, the Faculty sought and found a well placed stakeholder in
the Nigeria project, who has carried the message of restructuring from the city
streets to knowledge centres. He said Honourable Seriake Dickson is in
Obafemi Awolowo University to share his views and thoughts on this
irrepressible issue, maintaining that restructuring is an old problem with
inexhaustible dimensions, even as he noted that as a scholar whose main concern
is knowledge production towards changing the society for the better, there is
much to reflect upon in the lecture.

Governor Dickson had paid a
courtesy call on the Vice-Chancellor
at his office before heading to the
Oduduwa Hall of the University,
venue of the lecture.
While receiving His Excellency,
fondly called the Great White Shark
in his state, and his entourage,
Professor Ogunbodede paid glowing
tribute to his administration on
account of the tremendous giant
strides Bayelsa state has made in term
of educational development and
infrastructure, urging Honourable
Dickson, who was a former member
of the Federal House of
Representatives before being elected
Governor, to keep the flag flying.

EDUCATION FACULTY
FETES OJERINDE, HOLDS
PUBLIC LECTURE

T

he Faculty of Education, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, has held a public lecture
titled, “The Contest Among Giants: Test,
Measurement, Assessment and Evaluation”, to
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celebrate the unique and educational ubiquitous test
expert, a colossus and father of Test and
Measurement in Nigeria and beyond, Emeritus
Professor ‘Dibu Ojerinde, OON. The lecture which
attracted a large turnout from far-and-near, was
delivered by the Vice-Chancellor of the Ekiti State
University, Ado-Ekiti, Professor Samuel Oye
Bandele, who was a Psychology student of the
honouree at the Adeyemi College of Education,
Ondo in the early 1970s and whose Doctoral
degree’s oral defence at the University of Ibadan,
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Emeritus Professor Ojerinde graced with his
presence as external examiner in 1989.
Professor Bandele, who in the lecture aptly captured
test, measurement, assessment and evaluation as
significantly important concepts that tower above
other educational concepts as they relate to teaching
and learning, noted that these four terms have
enormous size and influence and hence other
concepts in psychological testing and education
shrink before them.
According to him, the constructs test, measurement,
assessment and evaluation are not to be seen as
synonymous. Rather, they are distinct in principle,
purpose and theoretical supports even though they
are intricately connected and interrelated.
He canvassed further that professional test,
measurement, assessment and evaluation experts
need to always logically present the individuality,
diversity and unity of the four constructs without
mortgaging any theoretical backgrounds guiding
each.
The EKSU-boss seized the opportunity of the
occasion to commend the honouree, Emeritus

Professor ‘Dibu Ojerinde, for his meritorious
service to the Nigerians at various times, adding that
his successful and innovative tenures at the National
Examinations Council (NECO) and the Joint
Admission and Examination Board (JAMB) as
Registrar, had gone down the annals of history of the
country as second-to-none in all ramifications. He
appreciated the entirety of the Faculty of Education
and the University administration for deeming it fit
to fete Professor Ojerinde in his lifetime, saying, it is
a celebration and honour well deserved.
In their separate speeches at the event, the Dean of
the Faculty, Professor Bayode Popoola, and the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede,
represented by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Administration), Professor Chris Ajila, expressed
delights at the turnout of guests and well-wishers,
asserting that it depicted the magnitude of the love
and respect that the honouree commands within and
beyond the shores of the Nigeria, adding that this is
worthy of emulation by all-and-sundry for the
betterment of the society.

NEW OSUN
FRSC SECTOR
COMMANDER
VISITS OAU

T

he Federal Road Safety
Commission (FRSC)
Sector Commander for
Osun State, John Hassan, has
paid a courtesy visit to the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede, to
familiarize himself with the
leadership of the University
and more importantly, to show
his commitment to the sustenance of the symbiotic
relationship already existing between FRSC and OAU.
While welcoming the Sector Commander and his
team, Professor Ogunbodede, noted that the University
is indeed pleased to have a vibrant and robust working
relationship with the Osun FRSC Sector Command,
reiterating that both establishments are partners in
progress.
He restated the University administration’s
commitment to lend support within the limit of
available resources, to the efforts of the leadership of
the Sector Command to reduce carnage on the roads in
the state, adding that the University’s proposed

driving school, targeted at students in the Faculty
of Agriculture, to enable them learn to operate
tractors, etc., will soon take-off.
Seizing the opportunity of the visit to formally
extend invitation to the FRSC to assist the University
in handling the anticipated vehicular traffic that the
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Festival of Food and Identity
holding on campus between
30th July and 6th August,
2018, will generate, the ViceChancellor hinted that the
University will be honouring
Emeritus Professor Wole
Soyinka by commissioning a
museum in celebration of his
life, times and works.
The new Sector Commander, John Hassan, who had
earlier told the Vice-Chancellor that the leadership of
the FRSC is seeking to host its forthcoming national
retreat for officers and men of the commission on the
University’s estate, further solicited the University
administration’s kind consideration and ratification of
the request.
The State’s FRSC-boss equally thanked Professor
Ogunbodede and the entire University administration
for the supportive gestures that his predecessor
documented as received from University during his
tenure, saying that the commission is very proud to be
associated with OAU.
He gave the command’s readiness to participate and
lend support to the Ife Festival of Food and Identity, as
the FRSC has its foundation and root in OAU through
the commendable effort of Emeritus Professor Wole
Soyinka, his associates and friends.
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OAU HONOURS FORMER
REGISTRAR OJUTIKU IN
HISTORIC WELCOME

I

t was a gathering of eminent and renowned personalities, both past and
present, of the Obafemi Awolowo University family at the Ajose
lecture theatre, as the Vice chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede
led other Principal Officers and the entire University community to a
reception of a foremost former Registrar and Secretary to the Governing
Council of the University, Dr. Doyinsola Ojutiku.
Dr. Ojutiku, who was the University's Registrar from 1992-1996, had come
to the University to share her wealth of experience as the Guest Speaker in
an interactive session organized by the University administration.
In her remarks, the former Registrar thanked the University administration
for the opportunity given her to be the guest speaker at the interactive
session, while also using the opportunity to thank former Registrars, and
her co-workers during her time as the Registrar.
She equally commended the University for the cordially, good rapport and
healthy relationship she noticed among the Staff, starting from the
Principal officers, and said, that was the way to go in ensuring the progress
of the University uninterrupted.
In her presentation titled, 'Who Am I: THE RHEOTERICAL QUESTION
OF A UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATOR', the former Registrar reflected
on the role of a modern day administrator in the University system.
She used the medium to call on the University's work force to imbibe
teamwork and like mindedness with good human relationship,
emphasizing that the development of the University depends on these.
“For the limited time we have, let us lift this institution with like
mindedness and upholding of values of the Universities through humane
relationship with others.”
Also, the former Registrar tasked the University on accountability and
transparency, adding that there should be no room for suspicion. Rather
promotion of dialogue and rapport.
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She explained that: “We
must always be correct
and dependable in our
words, we must also
eradicate suspicion
between the ranks and
promote dialogue and
relationship among
ourselves.”
In his remarks, the Vice
chancellor, Prof.
Ogunbodede on behalf of
the entire university
community, expressed
gratitude to the guest
speaker for her relentless
service to the University,
referring to her a seasoned
and quintessential
administrator per
excellence.
He also
emphasized the
importance of honouring
past unsung heroes of the
University who have
worked tirelessly during
their time in OAU.

Vice-President, Professor Yemi
Osinbajo, SAN, GCON

OSINBAJO TASKS VARSITY LECTURERS
ON QUALITY PROFESSIONALISM

A

cting President, Professor Yemi
Osinbajo has challenged
University lecturers to offer
qualitative teachings to Nigerian students
with a view to impacting them adequately
and enabling them to compete globally.
He said this at a Summer Institute
convened at the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, by a Professor of
African and African-American Studies at
the Harvard University, United States,
Professor Jacob Kehinde Oluponna, to
encourage research and intellectual
discourse/interactions that would solve
the present challenges facing the country.
Osinbajo who was represented by his
economic adviser, Dr. Adeyemi Dipeolu,
commended Olupona for establishing an
Institute for Advanced Studies in OAU,
stressing that the Institute would assist in
solving challenges confronting lecturers
and also help them contribute to global
research and international discourse.
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The establishment of the Institute of
Advanced Studies in OAU is a laudable
one, and this will contribute to global
research and international discourse.
The Acting President further urged all
stakeholders in the nation's education
sector to contribute to the collective efforts
to bring Nigeria's tertiary institutions back
to their place of pride.
Speaking during the opening ceremony of
the Summer Institute, Professor Olupona
revealed that the programme was set up to
help lecturers to acquire the right work
ethics that would propel healthy
relationships with their students and
management of their institution.
He further explained that the Institute is
willing to train lecturers in the academia
and provide the opportunities of
interaction with senior scholars from all
over the globe.
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DEJI OF AKURE, FALAE ATTEND
COLLOQUIUM AT OAU, TASK STUDENTS
ON ACADEMIC SERIOUSNESS
Professor Ogunbodede paid glowingly tribute to the
Deji, Oba Aladetoyinbo Aladelusi, for the good works
he has been doing in Akureland, its environs and Ondo
State in general, noting that the University is delighted
to have the Royal Father on a visit.
Speaking, Chief Falae, the National Chairman of the
Social Democratic Party (SDP) thanked the
University management for the warm hospitality and
reception. He said he would appreciate the University
setting up any platform through which he could share
from the experience he had gathered, as such is an
opportunity for humanity to imbibe knowledge and
get transformed entirely.
“I am ready to make contributions to the growth and
development of this nation. I retired at the age of
Forty-four (44)
from civil service
just to start
imparting humanity
with the knowledge
God had given me.
I am very ready to
partner and work for
the University
without pay
because that has
been my life style”,
he said.

T

he Deji of Akure Kingdom, His Royal Majesty,
Oba Aladetoyinbo Aladelusi, and the Akureborn elder statesman, Chief Oluyemisi Falae,
were among eminent Nigerians that attended the
colloquium organized by students in the Department
of Public Administration, Faculty of Administration,
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.
The Royal Father and the former Secretary to the
Government of the Federation were jointly received
into the University by the Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede and other Principal Officers of
the University. In his remarks, the Vice-Chancellor
told Chief Falae that Nigerians of his clout and stature,
knowledge, background and exposure should not be
far from the University so that the University can gain
tremendously from their wealth of experience.

OAU STUDENTS ARE DISCIPLINED,
INDUSTRIOUS – OGUNBODEDE

S

tudents of the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife
have been described as disciplined and industrious,
especially those in the Faculty of Law of the
institution, who have proven that the nation can rely on them
as future leaders.
Professor Ogubodede stated this when receiving Wakili
Lafia, Dr. Hassan Liman, SAN who paid courtesy call on
him when he visited the University to receive an award from
the Law Students’ Society (LSS) as part of the Society’s
National Legal Career Opportunity Conference 2018.
Speaking, the Vice-Chancellor said that lawyers occupy
prominent position in the country and they play very
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important roles in the emancipation and development of this
nation, adding especially that Dr. Liman has contributed
much to nation building and Legal Profession in the country.
He noted that the University is modifying its curricular to
accommodate resourceful professionals and practising
lawyers to come and share their experiences with the students
so that they can imbibe the wealth of experience of these
practicing professionals.
Professor Ogunbodede posited that recent development in the
University has necessitated the setting up of a programme
that will safeguard women from sexual harassment both in
and outside the University Campus. He however told his
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guest that the University has the resources to support the
vision of Dr. Liman, whenever he makes a decision on an
area he thinks the University can render assistance, even as
he told the visitor that the University would welcome
assistance in any area he thinks he can assist the Institution.
Responding, the awardee, Dr. Hassan Liman stated that he is
very happy to be in Ife as he had been looking forward to the
day he would have the opportunity to visit the ancient city of
Ile-Ife and the great Obafemi Awolowo University so that he
can see things for himself, adding that history has it that the
Yorubas and the Kanuris have many things in common. He
continued that having been to OAU now, he can see clearly
that all that he had heard about the greatness of Obafemi
Awolowo University is true.
According to him, he has been a member of the innerchambers and has been serving and will still continue to
serve, promising to partner with the University in any area
the authorities of the Institution wishes, especially in the
upliftment of the Faculty of Law, and instituting a prize for
the best graduating student in Law.
In the keynote address delivered at the occasion, titled
“Tomorrow’s Law today: The Practise of Law in an
Evolving Society and The Upshot Opportunities for Young
Lawyers”, the Chief Judge of Ekiti State, Honourable Justice
Ayodeji Daramola emphasized that Law is one of the oldest
professions in the human history, noting further that a degree
in Law even at doctoral level does not qualify one to practise
as a solicitor or barrister, but if and only one has fulfilled all
conditions determined by the authorities of the Nigerian Law

School acting under the mandate of the Council for Legal
Education, that one can be enrolled by the Body of Benchers
to practice the profession in Nigeria. Honourable Justice
Daramola said that the privilege of being called a “Barrister
and Solicitor” comes with many benefits as well as
responsibilities which include the duty to serve the public
ethically, diligently, and competently. He implored the
students to put in their best at all times, in order not to let
themselves and the profession down.
The Ekiti State foremost judicial officer equally charged
them to continually reinvent themselves to keep pace and
respond adequately to new challenges, saying as young
wigs, they should under no circumstances rush to set up their
own law firms immediately they are called to the bar. He
reiterated that one of the fundamental responsibilities of a
lawyer is to maintain the highest professional standard of
integrity and competence at all times, noting that respect and
success can only be earned through hard work and industry.
Another speaker at the occasion, Justice Olusegun
Ogunyemi from Ekiti State Judiciary also, disclosed that
qualification to the Nigerian bar will not only be determined
by success in the Bar examination but also by a thorough
process through which the distinguished Body of Benchers
will certify each and everyone as worthy of being a member
of the profession. He stressed that it is important that those
who scaled the hurdles live up to their certification by
avoiding, in the pursuit of their various endeavours,
anything that would tarnish the image and integrity of the
profession

OGUNBA, OGUNDELE
DONATE BOOK TO OAU
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

T

he Vice-Chancellor of the Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede, has formally
received the books donated by the families of the
late Professor Oyin Ogunba and Professor Wole
Ogundele, who were Faculty staff of the

Department of English.
In a brief ceremony held in one of the language laboratories of the
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Department, the Vice-Chancellor who was
received by the Dean of the Faculty of Arts,
Professor Gbemisola Adeoti and the outgoing
Head of Department, Professor Oyeniyi
Okunoye, thanked the donors and urged the
recipient Department to make the best of the
donations.
The representative of the Ogunba family, Dr.
Kola Ogunba, formally presented the books of
his late father to the University, while
Professor Okunoye stood in for the Ogundele
family. Both families donated more than two
thousand titles of publications to the
Department.
The Vice-Chancellor was accompanied to the
event by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Administration), Professor Chris Ajila and
the University Librarian; Dr. Femi Oguntuase.

MAGAZINE

INTL-REL ALUMNI HOLD
CAREER GUIDANCE SEMINAR
FOR STUDENTS
– donate books, computer systems to departmental library

A

lumni of the Department of International Relations in
the Faculty of Administration of the University have
held a one-day career guidance and counselling
seminar for the students of the department, with a view to
helping them prepare adequately for life after graduation.
The seminar which held inside the ultra-modern auditorium of
the Oak-Park on the premises of the African Centre of
Excellence, attracted a large turnout of alumni, straddling
different class-sets, post-graduate and under-graduate
students as well as some faculty staff of the department.
In their separate presentations at the seminar tagged “The
Bridge Series: Charting the Future”, Ms. Esther Akinnukawe,
a Human Resource Executive with the telecoms giant, MTN
Nigeria, and Mr. Yemi Faseun, Head, Human Resource, FBN
Quest Merchant Bank, shared a lot of knowledge on how the
generality of the students in the department can make them self
marketable in the competitive and tough world beyond the
University.
Earlier, the President of the International Relations Alumni
Association (IRAA), Mr. Chris Adetayo, in his opening
remarks had informed the audience that the seminar is aimed at
bridging the gap between academic knowledge and street
knowledge, adding that the seminar is the first in the series of
periodic engagements of the IRAA with the staff and students
of the department on the platform called “The Bridge Series”.
The Acting Departmental Head, Dr. Kehinde Olayode, in his
welcome address reiterated the need for the generality of the
alumni to rally round the department and the University
administration in the efforts at ensuring that the quality of
graduates from the department is sustained, even in the face of
funds constraint being experienced by the University.
He appreciated the IRAA for organizing the career guidance
seminar, expressing the hope that the students in attendance
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will utilize the knowledge gained to prepare for the future.
In the same light, the President of the International Relations
Students Association (IRAA), Babajide Atolagbe, thanked the
members of the alumni movement for their selflessness and
forthright leadership, saying that these qualities are worthy of
emulation.
The IRAA members immediately after the seminar, proceeded
to the Faculty where they made donation of about four
hundred different books and journals as well as five computer
systems to the departmental library housed within the Faculty
of Administration Library.
On hand to receive the donation, which was the first tranche of
the almost eight hundred assorted titles contributed by
different members across the globe, were the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, represented by
the University Librarian, Dr. Femi Oguntuase; the Acting
Dean of the Faculty, Professor Lanre Nassar, who was
accompanied to the event by the Acting Head of the
Department of Public Administration, Dr. Femi Popoola; the
Acting Head of the Department of International Relations, Dr.
Kehinde Olayode; Professor Charles Ukeje and Mr. Olu
Adekola.
The IRAA, the umbrella body for all graduates of the
Department of International Relations was formally launched
on the 9th of April, 2018 as an association that will bond
alumni; impact members’ professional and personal
development; contribute to national and international
discourse, and build future generations. The career guidance
and counselling seminar and the handing over of the books
and non-book materials were the first public events of the
eight months old association.
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OAU/FARA PROJECT:
DISTRIBUTION OF
IMPROVED COCOA
SEEDLINGS TO FARMERS
IN NIGERIA HUMID
TROPICS PLATFORM

An event involving the distribution of improved cocoa seedlings to farmers in the Nigeria Action Site of
the Humidtropics Platform was held at the Faculty of Agriculture Foyer. This is a major program of the
A D D E N D U M 1 T O FA R A - I I TA - H U M I D T R O P I C S / A M E N D M E N T # 3 2015/SP1.2.1.2/OAU/SUBGRANT sponsored by Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA).
This event concludes the 2016 activities of Town & Gown relationship between the University and
different Communities.

T

he OAU/Forum for
Agricultural Research in
Africa (FARA) project raised
Eight Hundred Thousand N800
000.00) worth of improved cocoa
seedlings for distribution to farmers in
order to improve cocoa productivity
among cocoa farmers in Nigeria. The
project facilitator, Dr Amujoyegbe
Bamidele reported that the program
had achieved its set objectives for the
2016 period by increasing the number
of Platforms of its operations from four
to eight which cut across Osun State
with three farm platforms of about 450
farmers and Oyo States with five farm
platforms of 600 farmers; established
OAU-FARA Agricultural inputs
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centers at all the 8 platforms where
farmers can easily have access to
agricultural inputs at low cost;
purchased chemicals for farmers and
also linked the them up with
agrochemical companies; supplied the
farmers with cutlasses and files at
reduced price; supplied newly
developed maize seeds at low cost to
improve maize yield; trained farmers
on seed handling as well as on-farm
training on modern agronomic
practices such as proper tillage and
planting, fertilizer usage, herbicide
application, appropriate spacing all
with the aim of improving
agricultural productivity
The Chairman Committee of Deans,
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Professor Akinyemiju distributing cocoa
seedlings to farmers representative

Cross section of researchers and farmers

Prof. Bamire welcoming the farmers

Dr. Odu, Profs. Akinyemiju, Amusan Bamire

Professor Amusan Adeagbo who
r e p r e s e n t e d t h e A c t i n g Vi c e
Chancellor, Professor Anthony
Elujoba appreciated the novel program
especially for its direct impact on the
farmers and also encourage them to
effectively utilize the gains which they
might have derived for better
production. Professor O. A.
Akinyemiju while welcoming the
farmers said that the program indicates
the manifestation of positive impact
which should have been the direction
of research in the Faculty and therefore
appreciated the donor (Forum for
Agricultural Research for Africa
(FARA) for impacting positively on
the farmers and the efforts of the
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project investigators for the job well
done and for making the project a
reality. He therefore encouraged
agricultural researchers to focus on
transferring their research findings to
farmers use. The improved cocoa
seedlings which were raised at the unit
cost of eighty naira (N80.00) were
given to the farmers to be sold at
N40.00 each. He thereafter distributed
the cocoa seedlings to the farmer's
representatives and they later went to
take delivery of their seedlings at the
nursery site.
The FARA/OAU link also used the
opportunity to register more farmers
wishing to join the forum.
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OAU HOLDS MEMORIAL
SYMPOSIUM FOR PROFESSOR
HEZEKIAH OLUWASANMI

A

n avalanche of post-humous adulation dotted the
memorial symposium hosted by the Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, to mark the thirtyfifth, (35th) anniversary of the transition of the enigma
and epitome of honesty, Professor Hezekiah Adedunmola
Oluwasanmi, the second (2nd) Vice-Chancellor of the
University, who held office for nine (9) consecutive
years, 1966 to 1975.
The memorial symposium, put together by the Hezekiah
Oluwasanmi Foundation, was held at the Oduduwa Hall
of the University, attracting a turnout from within and
beyond the University community, and the nation. In his
welcome address as the Chief Host, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede alluded to the fact that the accomplishments
of the University over the years are all traceable to the
good work, the late Vice-Chancellor had done during his
tenure of office.
He further remarked that the University would never
forget the former Vice-Chancellor because his good work
speaks all the time. He printed out that this is worthy of
emulation now that efforts are being geared towards
taking the University to the greatest height, a venture
which demands the commitment and support of all true
lovers of the “Great Ife” project.
Speaking in the same direction, Emeritus Professor Wole
Soyinka, represented by a former Director of the OAU
Institute of Cultural Studies, Dr. Wale Adeniran, said
Professor Hezekiah Oluwasanmi remains one of the great
minds that are far too frequently understated in the
society.
“I consider it a great privilege to have met, and worked
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with him. Nothing can destroy the vibrant legacy he left
behind, and that is more sufficient for those of us who,
fortunately, are still alive to attest to his vision and
commitment.
Other speakers at the memorial symposium were the
Chairman, Board of Trustees (BOT) of the Hezekiah
Oluwasanmi Foundation, Archbishop (Professor)
Adebayo Akinde; Professor Banji Akintoye; Chief (Dr.)
J. G. O. Adegbite; Pastor Julius A. Oladokun ; Chief Tunji
Oluwatayo; the Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, Professor
D. J. Oyedele, and Professor A. A. Tijani of the
Department of Agricultural Economics.
All of them took turn to pay glowing tributes to, and
shower encomiums on the late Sage, Professor Hezekiah
Oluwasanmi for his forthrightness, dedication to duty,
astute leadership qualities, prudence and loyalty to the
actualization of the lofty dream of the founding-fathers
of the University while he held the position of ViceChancellor.
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OGUNBODEDE LAUDS
ACHIKE’S SELFLESSNESS,
STAUNCH SUPPORT FOR
“IFE-MED”, COLLEGE

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, has lauded the
striking selflessness and staunch support of an “Ife-Med” alumnus in
the Diaspora, Professor Francis Achike, for the College of Health
Sciences and the University in general, noting that such gesture is worthy of
emulation by the teeming alumni of the University.
Professor Ogunbodede made this appreciative remark when the United
States-based Professor of Pharmacology, Anaesthesiology and Medical
Education paid him a courtesy visit at the end of his two-day working visit to
the College of Health Sciences, which saw him hold a Preceptorship
workshop for staff and students of the College at his own expense.
The Vice-Chancellor, having been properly informed by the Provost of the
College, Professor Kayode Ijadunola, of the immense sacrifices Professor
Achike made to ensure that the workshop held inspite of the challenges
encountered, noted that he was not surprised that the alumnus, a thoroughbred product of the College, was that selfless in ensuring the success of the
receptorship programme,
adding that he would have
been surprised if the report
had been otherwise.
Professor Ogunbodede
further highlighted areas
that the University is
seeking assistance with
respect to the generality of
its academic programmes,
said the University
administration is very
committed to ensuring
that conducive
environment exists for
teaching and learning as
well as for cutting-edge
research in furtherance of
the initiative to return the
University to the glorious
years with none compared
to it not only in the
country, but also on the continent.
While responding, the guest, who was accompanied to the office of the ViceChancellor by the College Provost, Professor Ijadunola; his deputy, Professor
Salako; the Dean, Faculty of Clinical Sciences, Professor Adegbehingbe; the
Chair of the College’s Alumni Programme, Professor Amusa; Professor
Adegbehingbe of the Department of Orthopaedics; and Dr. Adefehinti of the
Department of Paediatrics, expressed gratitude to the Vice-Chancellor for
heart warming reception he got since arriving on campus.
Professor Achike told the Vice-Chancellor that he was impressed by the state
of the facilities he met on ground, hinting that he had been apprehensive about
coming to meet facilities in a state of disrepair. He assured that he would
redouble his efforts and commitment to the College and University’s alumni
bodies, even as he called on other alumni to heed the call of their alma-mater
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and come to her aid.
The visitor commended the University for
sticking to the foundation laid by Professor
T.A.I. Grillo of blessed memory, for the
College which focussed inter-disciplinary
training of professionals, stating that what
late Professor Grillo started then and which
is still operational today, is what the World
Health Organization (WHO) is advocating
and canvassing now as ideal for training
medical and health professionals.
Reliving his days as a student, Professor
Francis Achike narrated that he was
admitted into the University in 1972, the
year the University clocked ten (10) years,
and that it was
Professor
H e z e k i a h
Oluwasanmi that
was the ViceChancellor then.
“I remember
vividly our
orientation
programme at
the Foyer of the
Administrative
Building then,
now Faculty of
Agriculture; that
visionary leader,
Chief Awolowo
addressed us.
He said the
University was
founded on the
philosophy of the “3A”s viz: Academic
excellence, Agriculture and Architecture
that would last beyond the 21st century. He
said the dream was to have the most
beautiful campus in Africa even though the
University’s estate then was the second
largest in the world”, Professor Achike
narrated. Professor Francis Achike is the
current Director of Clinical Skills and
Simulation, and Chair of the Faculty
Council, California University of Science
and Medicine, School of Medicine,
California, USA
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INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED
LEGAL STUDIES MEETS VC,
SIGNS MOU WITH OAU

T

he Institute of Advanced Legal Studies led
by its Director, Professor Deji Adekunle, has
visited the Obafemi Awolowo University,
Ile-Ife as part of the Institute’s efforts at initiating
and solidifying relationship with reputable
universities within and beyond the shores of the
country.
Recounting how the Institute was birthed, Professor
Adekunle stated that the journey started some years
back, but that about fifteen (15) years ago, the
Commonwealth requested that a programme be
instituted for regional training
given the peculiarity of the mandate
of the Institute as the only one that
trains lawyers at the very advanced
levels.
He further explained that since the
introduction of its postgraduate
diploma programme, the IALS has
been experiencing a lot of
enrolments of people from different
Faculties of Law and Schools,
noting that with the partnership
being concretized with OAU, new
doors of opportunities are being
made available to the enrollees in
the programmes of the IALS.
Quoting him, “the institute has seen
very huge success over the years.
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We are looking forward to a blend of the Faculties of
Law in the country in our partnership drive,
especially with OAU, because we utilize OAU
Faculty staff like Professor Popoola, Professor
Adesina among others.”
In his remark at the reception of the IALS
delegation, the Provost of the Postgraduate College,
Professor Gbenga Alebiowu, expressed great
delight at the partnership stating that the details
made available to him revealed immense benefits
for the two establishments. Responding, the ViceChancellor said the University has
no reservation whatsoever in
signing the MoU, as the Institute of
Advanced Legal Studies is not a
hidden one; and with the involving
of the former Dean of the Faculty of
Law, Professor Demola Popoola,
the partnership is bound to be a
great deal.
Professor Ogunbodede, however,
admonished the teaching staff in the
Faculty of Law to be ready for, and
be committed to the delivery of the
expectations of the MoU with
respect to the programmes to be
introduced at the Faculty.
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The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede (l),
listening to a student during his an inspection visit to a
students’ hall of residence upon assumption of duties

OGUNBODEDE TOURS HOSTELS,
PLEDGES FACE LIFT
- Commends “Alausa”

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede, has
taken a tour of the hostels in the University barely fortyeight (48) hours after his inauguration as the eleventh
(11th) substantive Vice-Chancellor, to see for himself, the true
state of facilities and the general conditions of the halls of
residence.
The six (6)-hour or thereabout tour, which took the ViceChancellor and his entourage comprising the Registrar, Mr. Dotun
Awoyemi; and the Chairman, Committee of Deans, Professor
Adeagbo Amusan, among others, round all the hostels where they
observed that the conditions of the hostels had improved a bit on
account of the emergency renovation works ordered by the former
Acting Vice-Chancellor, Professor Anthony Elujoba last year
while on a similar tour preparatory to the commencement of the
2015/2016 academic session.
Giving his assessment of the state of the hostels, Professor
Ogunbodede said they were largely still unsatisfactory, as a lot of
work would still have to be done to get them to the desired state
where the University can confidently show case them to the whole
world as facilities capable of housing even international students,
but that until such time, the University administration under his
watch would work assiduously to build on the existing foundation
for renovation and refurbishment already laid by Professor
Elujoba to reverse the deplorable state of the hostels.
Professor Ogunbodede who related and interacted freely with
students at the hostels, even to the extent of granting a number of
selfie requests, declared that tackling the issue of lack of potable
water supply to the hostels would receive urgent attention and that
all the expertise the University can find would be deployed in
order to overcome it once and for all.
He further canvassed the cooperation of the students especially
their understanding of the fact that the University has been facing
paucity of funds like many other institutions in a country that is
currently groping in dark of economic recession, assuring that the
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entirety of the students in the
University would be made
convenient and comfortable within
the resources available.
Meanwhile, the Vice-Chancellor was
really impressed with the reports of
outstanding and exemplary
commitment to duty given by the
Warden of Mozambique Hall, Mrs.
Bola Oladeji about Mr. Suleiman
Alausa fondly called “Alausa”, a
Senior Craftsman whom she said has
been an invaluable asset to the hostel.
According to the Warden, “Alausa”
not only discharges his duties
promptly, but also goes out of his way
to repair bunks free of charge, a task
that is not his, thus ridding the hostel
of the piled up damaged bunks that
were once an eye sore on the
corridors.
Apparently pleased by what he had
been told, the Vice-Chancellor
immediately requested to know from
the Registrar if the said man had ever
been commended for the laudable
work he is doing. The Registrar's
response was in the affirmative and
he even went on to confirm that the
Ag. Vice-Chancellor recently
endorsed another letter of
commendation to him.

MAGAZINE

The generating set donated by 1987 Class
set of Pharmacy

PHARMACY '87 SET DONATES
550 KVA GENERATOR TO ALMA MATER

T

he Vice-Chancellor of the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, has commended the great spirit for
institutional development of members of the Great Ife
Alumni Association all over the world which propels
their undying love for their Alma Mater.
Professor Ogunbodede gave this commendation when
the 1987 graduate's set of the Faculty of Pharmacy paid
him a courtesy call in his office. The set had come to
officially present to the University, the 550 KVA
Generator it donated to their Faculty.
Impressed by the large turn-out of members who came
all over the world, the Vice-Chancellor stated that
Obafemi Awolowo University's pride was hinged on the
excellence of its products, stressing that it is always a
“thing of joy” that Obafemi Awolowo University
graduates are making waves and dominating their
environments anywhere they are because they have been
equipped with unparalled intellectual arsenal while in
school campus
According to him: “Your action goes beyond the
donation of a KVA Generator, because your gesture
would ginger other sets, alumni of other
Departments/Faculties to do something
tangible/spectacular for their respective departments and
Faculties. I am proud of your enthusiasm; and your
eagerness to move the University forward”.

graduation) will be self-employed and even employ
others.
He emphasised the readiness of his administration to
meet alumni all over the world so that they could come
and assist their alma mater in any area they want, saying
that he was willing to take constructive criticism that
would enhance the overall development of our
University.
Responding, the coordinator of the set, Pharmacist/Dr.
Chris Ehimen thanked the Vice-Chancellor for receiving
them within short notice, stating that their journey to
professional expertise and economic independence
started from Ife. He lauded their teachers and the
University for moulding their lives and characters,
adding that whatever they are now had its incubating
stage during their studentship in Great Ife.
He, then pledged the loyalty of his set to the University
administration, promising to further assist the University
in any other way they could.
The Vice-Chancellor, in company of other principal
officers of the University, later went to the Faculty of
Pharmacy to commission the new electricity generating
set.

Professor Ogunbodede informed the alumni that the
University, any moment from now, would now have 24/7
electricity that would be gas-powered, and that the
curriculum is now under review so that students (after
A group photograph of 1987 Class set of Pharmacy
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most relevant to entrepreneurship are,
promotion of economic growth,
employment, poverty reduction and
decent work for all; building resilient
infrastructure; and ensuring sustainable
consumption and innovation.
He
expressed his sincere hope that the
Conference would provide new insights
and innovative approaches to exploring
sustainable development through the
promotion of entrepreneurship and
enterprise development.
The Vice-Chancellor maintained that what the Conference seeks to address is to
develop framework for the promotion of a virile industry and tertiary institutions’
linkages for sustainable enterprise development. He informed participants that OAU
has envisioned the need for this linkage since 1968, hence it has taken steps to establish
the Centre for Industrial Research and Development (CIRD), now Institute for
Entrepreneurship and Development Studies (IFEDS) to foster the promotion and
development of small and medium sized enterprises in Nigeria, adding that the
institute conducts and disseminates the outcome of need based industrial research to
Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) operators with the view to developing their
capacity to achieve enhanced performance and sustainable growth. Professor Ajila
submitted further that IFEDS provides plant visitation and extension services to
industrialists in the University’s catchment areas, and OAU prides itself as the only
University in Nigeria with the capacity to deliver industrial extension services.
He noted that one of the key initiatives of this institution, as contained in its current
strategic plan, is to build a strong Town-Gown relationship by making available a wide
variety of research products to the larger society with the goal of strengthening the
socio-economic development process in the country.
The Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Administration) expressed the Vice-Chancellor’s
profound appreciation to the organizers of the Conference for their efforts in providing
the much needed leadership and direction for entrepreneurship development in
Obafemi Awolowo University.
Going down memory lane, the Director of the Institute, Professor David Elumilade,
stated that the institute was established in 1968 with a mandate to foster the promotion
and development of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) in Nigeria and to
encourage youths to be employers of labour.
He affirmed that this year’s conference is primarily aimed at providing a good platform
for participants to interact with colleagues, exchange useful ideas on contemporary
issues and peer-review research output and findings, adding that level of achieving
sustainable development has become a global challenge thus making the theme of the
conference a panacea for driving economic growth, creating wealth, alleviating
poverty, providing employment and by extension, promoting peace. Elumilade
continued that it is also aimed at providing an exclusive platform for educators,
researchers, entrepreneurs and policy makers to deliberate and exchange experiences
on advances and challenges in entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship education.

OAU TO REVAMP
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
EDUCATION, ENTERPRISE
PROMOTION

T

he Vice-Chancellor,
Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife,
Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede has indicated
the University authorities’
resolve to revamp
entrepreneurship education
and enterprise promotion
even as he identified both as
germane to global
development.
He made this indicative
remark at the opening
ceremony of the fourth (4th)
International Conference on
ICT, Entrepreneurship and
Entrepreneurship Education
organised by the Institute for
Entrepreneurship and
Development Studies
(IFEDS) in conjunction with
INTECU, ACE and IPPTO
with the theme:
“Entrepreneurship and
Enterprise Development:
Building Linkages for
Sustainable Development”.
Professor Ogunbodede, who
was represented at the event
b y t h e D e p u t y Vi c e Chancellor (Administration),
Professor Chris Ajila, noted
that the three (3) sustainable
development goals that are

DELAWARE UNIVERSITY TO PARTNER OAU
ON ACADEMIC, STUDENT EXCHANGE
– as Bauhaus University seeks OAU’s support to celebrate alumnus

D

elaware University, a top-ranked University in
the United States of America has approached the
authorities of the Obafemi Awolowo University,
Ile-Ife to look for possible areas of collaboration
particularly in Arts and Culture, Agriculture, Science and
Technology.
Professor Wale Adelagun who accompanied the visitors
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said that the delegation was in OAU as part of a tour of
African Universities being targeted for the cultural fusion
initiative programme of the Delaware University which
main objective is to showcase African culture to the
western world.
While receiving the team, the Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede, who was represented by the Deputy
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Vice-Chancellor (Administration), Professor Chris Ajila
welcomed them to the University, informing them that
OAU is the most Beautiful University Campus in Africa,
with a rather unique motto: “For Learning and Culture”
which incidentally tallies with one of the areas the team
highlighted for possible collaboration.
Ajila further told the guests that the Institute of Cultural
Studies of the University is organising a week-long
festival tagged, “Ife Festival of Food and Identity”,
slated for July 30th to 4th August, 2018, which is a
tradition of the University that has been on since 1968.
He stated that Obafemi Awolowo University will like to
partner with them, adding that the concerned Faculties
would be contacted for their inputs and the team would
be duly informed of the areas of interest of the University
which will be included in the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to be signed at a later date by the
two Institutions.
The team later visited the Institute of Cultural Studies
where the Director, Dr. Ayoh Omidire welcomed them in
their customary way, as the team leader, Professor James
Anderson was called to pour libation with schnapps and
break Kola, which symbolises love and friendship before
offering prayers for sustainability and success of the
partnership. The Director explained that Professor
Oluwole who is facilitating the collaboration, is well
respected in the Institute of African Studies, hence they
are ready for any possible area of collaboration with
Delaware University.

UNIVERSITY OF
LIBERIA SEEKS
STUDENTS EXCHANGE
PROGRAMME WITH OAU

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Obafemi Awolowo University, IleIfe, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede has commended the
University of Liberia for developing and maintaining a
relationship with Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.
He made this remark when he received the Vice-President and
Executive Director for Graduate Studies and Research at the
University of Liberia, Professor Jonathan Taylor on a courtesy
call.
Professor Ogunbodede who stated that Taylor's visit would
further advance the relationship between both institutions,
commended his sacrifice to travel around the West African subregion to advance the frontiers of inter-University
collaboration.
The Vice-Chancellor, charged him to ensure that the right
personnel was assigned to facilitate intergovernmental
cooperation for the programme, to leverage on the already
existing bi-lateral Liberia-Nigeria Joint Communique which
was re-activated in 2015 and has linkages and research as one

62

GREAT

IFE

While noting that OAU already has a model for this kind
of collaboration, the Institute is also ready to facilitate the
signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the two Institutions at the convenient time, Dr.
Omidire seized the opportunity of the visit to tell the
visitors about the festival the Institute is organizing titled
“Ife Festival of Art” in collaboration with Ooni’s Palace
and other Institutions in Ife Community in line with the
town and gown policy of the University. He added that an
Emeritus Professor of the University, Wole Soyinka, is the
festival adviser and that the festival will be attended by
some African Presidents. The Delaware team also visited
the Faculties of Agriculture and Technology.
Meanwhile, in another development, Bauhaus University
in Germany, as part of its centenary celebration, has
planned to celebrate one of its numerous alumni, Architect
Arieh Sharon, an Israeli, who designed the master plan
and some first set of buildings in the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife. A delegation from the University, led
by the Director of Linkages and Sponsored Research
OAU, Professor Francis Adesina, was received on behalf
of the Vice-Chancellor by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Administration), Professor Chris Ajila. According to the
team leader, Professor Zui Efrat, the team while in OAU
will take pictures and visuals some places in the
Institution to showcase some of Architect Arieh Sharon’s
works. He therefore solicited the support of OAU in this
regard.

of its protocols. He should also put together a proposal
indicating the financial implications of the collaboration in
order to seek assistance from the National Universities
Commission and Higher Education Commission after
providing the necessary framework for the collaboration and
that the curriculum used in the Obafemi Awolowo University
should be developed and modified to suit the peculiarities of
the University of Liberia.
Professor Taylor appreciated the warm and kind reception
accorded him by the Vice-Chancellor and congratulated him
on his appointment.
He noted that the University of Liberia was appreciative of
the relationship with Obafemi Awolowo University in area of
facilitating staff and student exchanges, adding that he visited
Obafemi Awolowo University to explore the possibility of
recruiting members from Obafemi Awolowo University to
assist in developing the Electrical Engineering Programme of
the University of Liberia, and to determine whether Liberian
students with Master degrees can undergo the doctoral
programme in procurement studies and to work on Modalities
for commencing a doctoral programme in education at the
University of Liberia in collaboration with Obafemi
Awolowo University.
Professor Taylor expressed his joy that Obafemi Awolowo
University was eager to intensify collaborations with the
University of Liberia, promising to report details of his visit to
the President of the University on his arrival in Liberia to
enable further action.
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Second year students of the Faculty of
Education during their community
project

T

FACULTY OF
EDUCATION
STUDENTS
EMBARK ON
COMMUNITY
PROJECTS

he second year
students of the
Faculty of Education,
Obafemi Awolowo University
has embarked on community
service projects in various important
places of the University, as part of their
continuous assessment in DCE 205,
Community project work.
The Students, under the supervision of
their lecturers, were grouped into five (5)
groups and assigned specific community
development projects such as cleaning of
the halls of residence, drawing parking lots
and zebra crossing on roads within the
University as well as sensitizing fellow
students on the need to abstain from acts
that will not portray OAU as Africa's most
beautiful campus as well as educating
students in the halls of residence on the
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necessities and importance
of maintaining healthy
practices and lifestyle.
Other activities include cleaning
of OAU central market, clearing all
dirts and debris from the academic areas,
and removing posters from irrelevant
places across the University community.
The students and their lecturers (Professor
J. O. Akande, Mrs. A. M. Femi-Aderinto
and Mr. Paul Akpomuje) were highly
commended by the University
Community especially by the market
women for the virtues of dedication and
commitment to improving their immediate
community through the community
development projects.
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OAU SUSPENDS STUDENTS'
UNION ACTIVITIES

I

n order to forestall total breakdown of law and
order and curtail acts of brigandage among
the students populace, the authorities of the
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, have
suspended all activities of the University's
Students Union until further notice.
The University authorities cited incessant
fighting and unruly behaviour during congresses
and the recalcitrant attitudes of the leadership as
reasons which have made it inevitable to suspend
the union's activities.
Within a short period of its existence after its
reinstatement, the Students' Union has, over time,
manifested misdemeanours that are unacceptable
within an academic community.
Apart from the fighting between the Vice
President and the Director of Socials in which
head butts and stabbing with broken bottles were
freely used, the supporters of the President beat up
the Speaker on June 29 and 30, while the
Speaker's supporters, in retaliation, beat up the
President on September 15.
The management also condemned, in strong
terms, the forceful release of students under
investigation from Police custody on October 6,
and the unwarranted vandalization of peoples
vehicles particularly that of the Ekiti State
Chapter of the Nigerian Union of Journalists and
members of the National Union of Road
Transport Workers (NURTW).
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The University administration also frowned at
unfounded rumour of fees increase and fabricated
threat of invasion by cultists in order to deceive
and falsely gain acceptance amongst the students
populace to precipitate crisis, capable of
disrupting the academic activities of the
University and recent serious fighting, open
fracas, at the meeting of the Union where the
President of the Students Union was brutally
assaulted and which, if not properly and promptly
addressed, could lead to fatal consequences.
In the light of the above, the University
administration, at its emergency meeting held on
Monday, November 6, came to an inevitable
conclusion that activities of the Students Union be
suspended until further notice.
The University administration hereby enjoins all
students to go about their lawful activities
unhindered while the suspension persists.
The management also wishes to warn that any
student who parades himself or herself as a leader
or representative of students in order to cause
disruption to University activities, under
whatever guise, will be dealt with according to the
University rules and regulations, Codes of
Conduct and the law of the land.
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T

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede, has said the
University as one of Africa's most
prestigious Universities is not left out of
the horrendous challenges facing tertiary
institutions in contemporary times, but he
is committed to tackling the challenges
through focused and exemplary
leadership.
Professor Ogunbodede was reacting to the
remarks by
one of the
OGUNBODEDE COMMITTED
foremost
TO GOOD LEADERSHIP
alumni of
t
h
e
University, who also is the proprietor of
the well-known Arubiewe Farms Ltd., Dr.
Akin Ogunbiyi, who was at the ViceChancellor's Office on a courtesy visit
accompanied by former JAMB Registrar, Emeritus Professor Dibu Ojerinde.
The Vice-Chancellor said the University Administration is ready to show strong leadership
coupled with clear vision and team spirit, maintaining that would definitely make their time
at the reins of power to positively impact the institution.
Also, the Vice-Chancellor commended Dr. Ogunbiyi for carving for himself, a reputation as
one of OAU's active alumni in terms of giving back to the University, citing his numerous
donations to the Faculty of Agriculture.
He said: “it's a rare privilege to have you with us. Let me say, sir, that we really do not have
people like you; because for many years, you have been assisting us at the Faculty of
Agriculture and you have never been tired of us”.
He therefore, asked for his advice, saying his wealth of experience is an asset the University
cannot afford to ignore, while also praising Prof. Dibu Ojerinde, calling him a pillar in the
University.
In his response, Dr. Ogunbiyi expressed optimism in the new Ogunbodede-led
administration, saying 'it's a great pleasure to be associated with the new leadership of the
University which is a clear and identifiable leadership for peace, progress and sustainable
development.'
He also noted that there is new-found peaceful climate in the University community after
the crisis that almost crippled the institution in recent years. He therefore wished the VC
and other Principal Officers a successful tenure, praying that God would give the ability to
give their best.
In his words, “I'm particularly very delighted because this visit has been different from all

other visits, and I thank God
that the crisis of the past has not
brought the university down
and my prayers and best
wishes to the VC, Professor
Ogunbodede and his team”.
He therefore challenged the
Vice-Chancellor and other
Principal Officers of the
University on good leadership
with a clear vision and mission
that would carry everyone
along, asserting that OAU
must return to its glory days.
While restating his unalloyed
support for the University, Dr.
Ogunbiyi glowing passion to
see OAU succeed at all cost,
and also used the opportunity
to laud Professor Dibu
Ojerinde, calling the former
JAMB-boss a father and a
mentor.

SEVEN OAU STUDENTS GET SCHOLARSHIPS

S

even (7) students of the University have benefitted from the
Living Spring Indigent Students' Scholarship Board,
(L.I.S.S.B), to further assist in the continuation of their
academic pursuit in the institution.
Speaking during the ceremony which was held at the All Souls
Chapel on the University campus, L.I.S.S.B. initiator and
Patron, Professor Oladipo Osasona, said it was established
as a way of giving back to the University, where he had a
successful career, through donating funds to deserving
students who have financial difficulties in completing their
education.
The don further expressed gratitude to God that the
Scholarship Board has grown in leaps and bounds since its
inception, adding that “a small vision has grown big”.
Also, members of the Board, headed by Mrs. E.K. Balogun,
admonished the students to justify the awards by surpassing
their previous academic attainments, emphasizing diligence
in studying as a sure way to greater heights.
Giving the vote of thanks, Miss Cynthia Ohacho, on behalf
of the other beneficiaries, expressed gratitude for the awards
and promised the board that they would utilize it judiciously
to improve their academics.
The beneficiaries are Victoria Abidoye (Philosophy 200L),
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Florence Akinnawonu, (Nursing Science 300L), Kingsley Iwezor
(Physics 200L), Damilare Kolawole (Computer Engineering 200L),
Taiwo Ogunnoiki (Elect/Elect 300L), Cynthia Ohacho (Nursing
Science 300L) and Oluwadamilare Ojo (Computer Science &
Engineering/Mathematics 400L).
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A group photograph of the Living Spring
Indigent Student Scholarship recipients

MAGAZINE

OGUNBODEDE CALLS FOR
IMPROVED STAFF EFFICIENCY
...AS TOMORI BAGS AWARD

T

h e
V i c e Chancellor,
Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, has
challenged the staff of the
O b a f e m i Aw o l o w o
University, Ile-Ife, to
strive to maximize their potentials and output so that the
University would to maintain the high standard it is known
for.
Professor Ogunbodede said this at the opening ceremony of
a two-day retreat for Deans, Heads of Departments, and
Units as well as other middle level administrative staff, put
together by the Staff Training and Development Unit
(STDU) which had the Deputy Governor, State of Osun,
Otunba Grace Titi Laoye-Tomori as the chairperson.
Speaking at the event the VC noted that private universities
have in recent times begun to take the lead in tertiary
education sector in the country. He called for improved
output and efficiency from the members of staff, while also
calling on the federal government and all educational
stakeholders to review the Nations Education curricular to
suit the 21st century. In his words, “there are some private
universities in this country that ranked higher than
government-owned Universities. What we should be
thinking about is how to improve our curricular, our
personnel and our output, and more importantly, ourselves”.
Professor Ogunbodede also thanked Otunba Grace Titi
Laoye-Tomori for receiving the award of excellence
bestowed on her by the University as part of the programme.

having a Vice-Chancellor
who is a round peg in a
round hole.
He is
brilliant, God fearing and
a man of integrity. He is
not only an egg head, but
also a well renowned
academia, and I know he will turn OAU around again.
The Deputy Governor also had kind words for the
University, calling it one of the best in Africa, “OAU as a
great University is also named after a great man, Obafemi
Awolowo, and it’s good to associate with Great Ife because
you’re still one of the best in Africa”.
She further stated that the alumni of Great Ife have been
representing the University well as prominent persons in
Nigeria and abroad.
“Everywhere in Nigeria, OAU has made landmark
achievements in all areas. You have produced most of the
best brain in Nigeria, and your alumni have been making
waves as illustrious and prominent people.” She stressed.
Responding, the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ogunbodede
appreciated the Deputy Governor for the unflinching support
the University has enjoyed over the years, restating his
absolute commitment to the development of the Obafemi
Awolowo University.

In an earlier event, the Deputy Governor, State of Osun,
Otunba Grace Titi Laoye-Tomori has described the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede as a seasoned
academia and administrator of international standing, whom
God has positioned to return OAU to its lost glory.
She said OAU is lucky to have Ogunbodede as the ViceChancellor, giving the hint that she has known him for many
years as a God-fearing man with integrity, noting that he will
deliver as the University’s helmsman.
In her words: I want to congratulate this University for
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FACULTY OF TECH HOLDS
ANNUAL INT’L CONFERENCE
…calls for repositioning of University as Nigeria’s leading tech hub

Group photograph taken at Faculty
of Technology Conference

T

he Faculty of Technology, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife has held
its international conference, also
known as (OAUTekConf), for this year, with
the theme: Harnessing Technology for
Sustainable Development in Africa.
Declaring the conference which was held at
the OAU Conference Center open, the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede,
ably represented by the Deputy ViceChancellor (Academic), Professor Simeon
Bamire, emphasized that “the focus of the
conference on sustainable development and
strategies for achieving same is to bridge the
huge disconnect amongst the tripartite sectors
of Government, Industry and the Academia,”
adding that the disconnect poses a major
challenge to our technological and economic
sustainability.
In his speech, the Dean of the Faculty,
Professor Benjamin Imasogie said organizing
this year’s edition of the annual conference
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was to “reposition the Faculty of Technology
as the driver of techno-industrial
development in Nigeria.” He therefore
pledged that the faculty would strive to get the
required knowledge and outcome based
cooperation with synergistic and workable
imperatives for research and development.
The Conference, featured a roundtable
interactive session, chaired by Professor G.A
Adegboyega of Electrical and Electronic
department, which mainly treated creating a
synergy between Government, Industry, the
Civil Society and the environment with
mutual respect and empathy as watch words.
The roundtable discussion also canvassed a
business Centre that would serve as an
incubation Centre for the research outputs of
the Faculty of Technology and other faculties
in the institution.
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FORMER ABIA GOVERNOR,
KALU, VISITS OAU

O

ne-time Governor of
Abia State, SouthEast, Nigeria, Dr. Orji
Uzoh Kalu, has paid a working
visit to the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, with a view
to opening up discussions with
the institution on possible areas
of collaboration with his
foundation, highlighting the
opportunities inherent in the
symbiotic relationship being
proposed.
Welcoming the visitor to the
U n i v e r s i t y, t h e Vi c e Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, paid glowing
tribute to the former Abia

helmsman for his doggedness and vision, noting that Dr. Orji Kalu was the
youngest Nigerian to earn National Merit Award at the age of twenty-six (26)
years. Speaking further, the Vice-Chancellor stated that he was not surprised at
all by the accomplishments of Dr. Kalu in the business and political sectors of
the Nigerian national life as well as in philanthropy, expressing the University’s
immense gratitude to Dr. Kalu for his thoughtful consideration which made him
visit the University.
In his short remark, Dr. Kalu said he had finalized his foundation’s initiative to
endow a professional chair in the University to the tune of one hundred million
naira (N1m); provide scholarships for students and assist the university in its
efforts to empower students by providing entrepreneurial training and take-off
grants to start small scale businesses upon graduation.
Dr. Kalu, who described himself as a very detribalized Nigerian, asserted that
he would consider the university’s request for a departmental building for its
proposed programme in Mass Communication and Media Studies.
He went further to state that he would assist researchers and inventors in the
University to commercialize inventions as part of his efforts at giving back to
the society, upon which the Orji Uzoh Kalu Foundation rests.

OGUNBODEDE
ADMONISHES NIGERIANS
AS OAU CELEBRATES
AKINWUMI ISHOLA

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, has stressed the need for Nigerians
to be dedicated, selfless and honest in all
endeavours.
Ogunbodede gave the charge when literary scholars and
notable personalities in the creative arts industry
converged at OAU for a-day of tribute in memory of the
Late Professor Akinwumi Ishola.
In his address during the occasion, the Vice-Chancellor described late Isola as a
pride to the creative arts industry, having carved a niche for himself, most
especially in the production of homes video, adding that “Ishola's contributions
would forever be relished. It is a thing of delight that while alive his work did not
go without recognition.
His enviable contributions to the development of humanity as a scholar of Yoruba
language and literature are bold testament of his conviction that elevating the
status of humanity must necessarily take firm root from the standpoint of culture.
As we remember the great things that the departed scholar had done, this occasion
is an opportunity for stock taking and sober reflection.
Let us all imbibe the spirit of dedication, selflessness, honesty and all the virtues
that Professor Akinwumi Isola stood for.
As human beings, we are all bound to go the way of all mortals”, he asserted.
Earlier in his speech, the Dean, Faculty of Arts, Obafemi Awolowo University, IleIfe, Professor Gbemisola Adeoti noted that “for us in Faculty of Arts, Professor
Isola was not only a teacher”. Scholar, mentor, but also a role model in learning
and character, recalling that he was the Head of Department from 1987 to 1990.
I have been following Isola's campaign over the years, for African literary and
cultural productions in African languages.
Languages to him, is the living and eternal soul of culture. A culture that loses it
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loses all. So that Africans will not
continue to love it all.
“Isola chose to be an undeterred
advocate of indigenous languages
through literature, stage drama, films,
music and other artistic outlets”
The day of tribute, which was
attended by late Ishola's wife, Mrs
Adefunke Ishola, his eldest son,
Barrister Akinjide Isola and other
family members, was also graced by
Chief Jimi Solanke, Professor Kola
Oyewo.
Other guests were: Professor Dejo
Afolayan, Professor Femi Mimiko,
Professor Siyan Oyeweso, Professor
Femi Osofisan, Professor Chima
Anyandike, Professor Olabiyi Yayi,
Professor Tola Badejo, Chief Peter
Fatomilola, the Eesa of Iragbiji, Chief
Muraina Oyelami and host of others.

TOWSON UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT, KIM
SCHATZEL, HOSTS OAU VC, PROFESSOR E.
OGUNBODEDE AND HIS TEAM; EXPRESSES
COMMITMENT TO OAU-TU PARTNERSHIP

T

he OAU Vice-Chancellor was hosted recently by
the Towson University led by the University
President, Dr. Kim Schatzel. The two University
leaders explored and discussed extensively areas of
collaboration between the two universities, cross faculty
engagements and student exchanges. Towson University
currently has
25 students
from Nigeria
r u n n i n g
v a r i o u s
programs. TU
is particularly
enthused about
the World Bank
sponsored
Africa Centre
of Excellence
Professor Ogunbodede in a group photograph with Towson University
President, Kim Schatzel and other members of OAU Delegation

Project in OAU under the
leadership of the Deputy ViceChancellor (Academic), Professor
A.S. Bamire and co-lead by
Professor. G.A. Aderounmu. In his
remark, Professor Ogunbodede
reiterated the commitment of his
administration to make the
partnership a success. A major
outcome of the meeting was the
possibility of the two Universities
hosting a joint IEEE conference in
Nigeria, first of its kind in Africa
continent.

COREN PROFESSIONAL ACCREDITATION
TEAM PAYS COURTESY VISIT TO VC

T

he accreditation team from the Council for Regulation of
Engineering (COREN), the professional body that regulates
engineering practice in the country has paid the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede a courtesy visit at his
office as part of their accreditation exercise in the Department of
Building, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.
The Vice-Chancellor who was represented by the Deputy ViceChancellor (Administration), Professor Chris Ajila said that OAU
had invested a lot in the Department of building, even though there
are more to still be put in place. He added that with the presence of
Emeritus Professor Ade Wahab, the Institution can rest assured that
no accreditation team would find Obafemi Awolowo wanting.
The team leader, Professor Kunya Sanni stated that the team is
visiting OAU as part of the statutory regulatory function of the
professional body, and that their visit is not to seek blames but for
corrections and recommendations that would contribute to the
development of the Department. He said further that his team was
impressed with what they met on ground and appreciated the
University and the Department for the warm reception accorded them
since they arrived the University.
The Professor Emeritus, Professor Ade Wahab expressed his
appreciation to the Vice-Chancellor for his support for the
Department over the years. Going down memory lane, he said that
the Faculty of Environmental Design and Management was created
as a Department from Faculty of Social Sciences but later
metamorphosed to a Faculty. He expressed displeasure at the trend

69

GREAT

IFE

NEWS

of things in the Faculty of
Environmental Design and
Management, pointing out that
virtually all the courses of the
Department of Building have been
taken over by the Department of
Architecture and classified as
Architecture courses in their syllabus.
He cautioned that if this practice
continues unchecked, it portends
danger for the graduates of the
Department because lecturers from
Architecture Department are not well
grounded in Building courses.
He advised that the University
administration should take time to look
at it well and make necessary
correction.
The Deputy ViceChancellor however, promised to
convey his concern to the ViceChancellor, adding that he was happy
to hear such from the respected
Professor who is regarded as the father
of the Faculty of Environmental
Design and Management.

MAGAZINE

OGUNBODEDE MARKS
FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE WITH
THANKSGIVING SERVICE

The Vice-Chancellor, Obafemi Awolowo University, IleIfe, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede has marked his first
year in office with a low-key thanksgiving service held at
the Gospel Faith Mission International Church, Ilesa Road,
Ile-Ife. In his testimony at the service which attracted the
crème-de-la crème of the University community, Professor
Ogunbodede narrated that his election and appointment was
predetermined and destined by God adding that God had
revealed to him that the place and the room he seated that
day would be where he would be interviewed and

appointed. He said he was not surprised at all that it all
came to pass as other places earlier scheduled for the
interview was cancelled due to one reason or the other
until it was finally changed to the room that place God
had revealed to him.
The Deputy General Overseer of the Gospel Faith
Mission International, Pastor (Dr.) E.T. Oluwayemi in
his sermon tagged “The God of Possibilities”, enjoined
the participants to believe in God’s power to fulfil all
His promises to His people submitting that the ViceChancellor should always make God his pillar of strength
and support. The cleric who went on to describe the former
acting Vice-Chancellor, Professor Adebolu Elujoba as John
the Baptist who prepared the way for peace and stability in
the University prayed for Professor Ogunbodede and his
family as well as the entire University Community.
The ceremony was attended by all the University Principal
Officers as well as the parents of the Vice-Chancellor,
Clergy men and other well wishers.

OAU MATRICULATES 8,158
...urges Students to shun vices

A cross section of students during 2017/2018
session’s matriculation ceremony

T

he newly admitted students of the Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife have been charged to desist from
any anti-social behaviour capable of disrupting the
smooth running of the University academic calendar and
truncating their academic sojourn in the University.
This warning was made by the Vice-Chancellor Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede at the 2017/2018 matriculation
ceremony organized for the eight thousand one hundred and
thirty-five (8,135) freshers admitted into the various
academic programmes of the University. According to him,
Obafemi Awolowo University has zero tolerance for
cultism, examination malpractice, violent behaviour,
flagrant disregard to constituted authority and sexual
harassment, stressing that this warning is imperative in order
to safeguard their studentship and ensure successful
academic career, even as he called out that all hands must be
on deck to ensure that every semester and session is
completed on schedule.
Although the Vice-Chancellor observed that their admission
to the University coincides with a period of near economic
recession in the country when funds are not readily available
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for constant provision of municipal services, he however
assured them of the readiness of University authority in
ensuring that issues affecting students are addressed as
promptly as possible and given priority for provision of
essential needs.
He urged them to combine academic excellence with the
culture of “Omoluabi” in a challenging, competitive and
diverse academic environment, maintaining that they should
beware of their colleagues who will want to lure them to join
bad groups.
Earlier, the matriculating students had
undergone a week-long orientation exercise to familiarise
them with the University environment and inculcate into them
ethics of the institution.
The annual exercise which is usually packaged by Division of
Students’ Affairs featured special Jummat and Interdenominational
services, tour of special places on Campus and other specialized
hall activities.
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OAU,
EU
SIGN
MoU
agrees to mentor, nurture AU
to tweak MoU with AMU

A

Memorandum of Understanding on staff and
students exchange as well as other mutually
beneficial relations has been signed between
the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife and the
Elizade University (EU), Ilara-Mokin, Ondo State.
While the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, led OAU’s team comprising principal
officers, EU’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Theophilius
Fadayomi led the institution’s delegation to the signing
ceremony which held at the Vice-Chancellor’s office at
OAU.
In a brief remark as the event Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede thanked the management of EU for their
interest in OAU, adding that of the many Universities
seeking partnership with OAU, the Ilara-Mokin based
varsity is different. According to him, the institution is
a University of the now and the future, as the
institution’s modest achievements since inception are a
pointer to the fact that it will be great. Ogunbodede
declared that OAU wants a relationship that will be
mutually beneficial to both institutions, urging both
institutions to identify strategic areas which will kickstart the relationship immediately as he does not
believe in passive memorandum of understanding.
Responding, the EU-helmsman, Professor Theophilius
Fadayomi expressed happiness to be in OAU, saying
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that it is a sweet home-coming for him, being an
alumnus of the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.
He stated that Elizade University holds OAU in high
esteem and regards OAU as a good role model, hence
the great importance EU attached to the mission,
stressing that EU would want the partnership to start in
the areas of Information Communication Technology
(ICT) and Postgraduate Programmes. He further
noted that his University desires a well thought-out
postgraduate school which will not just be degree
awarding but rather, a problem-solving one. In a
related development, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede
with the full complement of the University’s Principal
Officers, played host to a delegation from the newly
licensed Atiba University (AU) based in the ancient
city of Oyo in Oyo State, led by Professors
Abdulrahaman Idris Areedriss and Sola Ehindero, the
Vice-Chancellor.
The delegation was in OAU to formally request
partnership and assistance, in particular, towards the
successful take-off of the academic programmes of the
University from the 2017/2018 session.
The leaders of the AU’s team speaking separately gave
an insight into how their University had to appeal to the
National Universities Commission (NUC) to approve
a mentoring role for OAU in AU, instead of the initial
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approval that AU relates
with another varsity
based in Ilorin, Kwara
State, because of its
being nearby. They said
A U ’s m a n a g e m e n t
wanted OAU and got it.
“Great Ife produced
majority of the members
of our Governing
C o u n c i l a n d
management team;
hence the need for us to
ask OAU to take up our
mentorship”, they said.

interacting from time
to time with AU’s
management, the ViceChancellor counselled
that “it doesn’t take
everybody to make a
University stand. It
only takes just one
person with the
determination to do the
right thing”.

They further disclosed that after a sixteen (16) years
wait, the NUC on December 17, 2017 granted the
operational licence for the University to take-off,
adding that AU will serve tertiary education needs of
the people of Oyo/Oke-Ogun axis and beyond. The
Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB)
has equally approved that the University admit one
thousand (1,000) students to start with.
The Vice-Chancellor in his response said OAU’s
management had agreed to the mentorship request and
will do all within the means of the University to ensure
that AU is nurtured to reckoning and stardom. He
congratulated AU on its success at getting an
operational licence after several attempts, reiterating
that the process and hurdles to scale are enormous and
daunting.
“Having being involved in the process of establishing
some private varsities before; the most recent being the
EKO University of Medical Sciences, I know about the
challenges you must have faced in getting your
licence”, Ogunbodede said.
While assuring the visiting nine (9) man delegation
from AU that OAU will setup a team that will be
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Meanwhile, the
University has
magnimously
consented too, to the request of the 127th Bishop of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church, Earl McCloud
(Jnr.), for a reconsideration of the provisions of the
already existing Memorandum of Understanding
between OAU and the University owned by the
church, being run in Liberia, because of some
highlighted pitfalls especially the need to make the
MoU embrace and conform with present day realities.
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ogunbodede made the
disclosure while receiving Bishop McCloud (Jnr.),
who led a team of four persons on a visit to the
University to discuss the overhaul of the MoU, stating
that both parties, within a period of ninety (90) days
should set up a joint team that will carry out a need
assessment, clearly identify and develop new
perspectives and focus for the new MoU.
Bishop Earl McCloud (Jnr.), whose church owns the
African Methodist University (AMU), Liberia is
seeking to broker a bigger deal with OAU that will
cover all member universities in the Association of
Liberian Universities (ALU), explore maximally the
Technical Aid Corps Scheme of the Federal
Government of Nigeria, ensure joint students and staff
exchanges; joint researches and joint conferences;
seminars and workshops among others.
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GREAT IFE ALUMNI
ELECT NEW EXCO

T

he Great Ife Alumni Association, the umbrella body of all graduates
of the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife has held its 23rd
Biennial Convention.
As part of the convention which held at the Conference Centre of the
University, a new set of officers were elected and subsequently sworn-in to
steer the ship of the association for a two-year tenure.
Mr. Wale Olaleye emerged the President of the association while Messrs
Kabiru Fasola; Gboyega Amusan; Timiwei Kokowei and Adelani
Akintunde were elected Secretary; Legal Adviser; Social/Welfare
Secretary and Treasurer respectively.
Other members who got on the Executive Committee unopposed were Mrs.
Adebisi Adetifa, Vice-President, South-West; Mr. Omolaja Shaibu, VicePresident, North; Mr. Fred Aburu, Vice-President, South-South/SouthEast; Mr. Fatai Moshood Abiola, first Assistant Secretary; Mr. Otavboruo
Dafe, second Assistant Secretary; Mrs. Ajibola Falode, Publicity
Secretary; Mr. Dom Nosika Attah, Financial Secretary; Babatunde Ojo,
Deputy Legal Adviser and Arch. Kola Oladunjoye, Editor-in-Chief.
Also, Mr. Ayanyemi Ayandiran, Ex-Officio, South-West; Mr. Adeniyi
Olumuyiwa Oduneye, Ex-Officio North and Alhaji Hakeem Olomowewe,
Ex-Officio, South-South/South-East were all returned unopposed.

The Oath of office was administered
on the newly elected and returned
exco members by a former
Secretary of the association,
Barrister ‘Posi Omisakin during the
swearing–in ceremony.
The new President, Mr. Olaleye,
while delivering his maiden
address, commended his
predecessor, Mr. Segun Oke, for the
great work done to uplift the
association and further called on the
teeming members of the association
to rally round the newly inaugurated
exco members in their quest to
reposition the association in the
comity of Nigeria universities’
alumni bodies.
A notable alumnus of the University
and Presidential aspirant in the
forthcoming Nigeria’s General
Election, Fela Durotoye, delivered
the 23rd Biennial Convention’s
lecture.

OAU – CDL MATRICULATES
FRESH STUDENTS
- VC admonishes on hardwork

T

he Obafemi Awolowo University’s Centre for
Distance Learning (CDL) has matriculated its
newly admitted students into the various
programmes in the Open and Distance Learning mode in
the institution, with the Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede admonishing the students to work
hard at their studies so that they can graduate well
eventually and in time. Ogunbodede, who led other University officials to
the ceremony, said matriculation events represent an important milestone in
the life of any student because it marks the formal admission of the student
into the University.
While congratulating the new distance learning students on their
admissions, the Vice-Chancellor said “your distance learning mode of study
does not in any way imply inferiority in status, compared to our
conventional mode, either in terms of lecture contents or the certificates you
receive at the end of your programmes”.
He continued, “our University guards jealously the integrity of its degrees
whether obtained in the conventional or distance learning mode. Hence,
your curricula have gone through the usual high standards of scrutiny for
excellence by the University Senate for which OAU is known”.
Professor Ogunbodede, who disclosed that the University currently runs
three distance learning academic programmes that are fully accredited by
the National Universities Commission (NUC), again reminded the freshers
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that the distance between the
matriculation ceremony and
convocation ceremony is quite
wide and it is important that the
journey ends successfully. To this
end, he enjoined them to be diligent
in attending to their lectures,
assignments, along with all other
interactions expected from them.
A total number of three hundred
and seventy-five (375) students
admitted into the degree and
diploma programmes, were
officially accorded recognition as
bonafide members of the OAU
Community by the virtue of the
ceremony.

OAU
EOGSEA
Shines
at

Competition

T

h e
Obaf
e m i
Aw o l o w o
University,
Ile-Ife, has
again hit the
lime light as one of its graduating students, Fadodun
Olarewaju of the Department of Microbiology, Faculty
of Science, represented Nigeria at the 2018
Entrepreneurs’ Organization (EO) Global Student
Entrepreneur Awards (GSEA) in Toronto, Canada, a
competition which brought together fifty-four (54)
student entrepreneurs from across the world.
The Entrepreneurs’ Organization (EO) is the World’s
leading peer-to-peer network of successful business
owners while the Global Student entrepreneur Awards
(GSEA) is EO’s premier awards program for students
who own and operate a business while attending college
or university.
Fadodun Olarewaju competed with other student
entrepreneurs as they presented their business and
entrepreneurial journey to a global panel of judges. His
business, Temophadis International Enterprise is
focused on African Staples’ value chain. His company
process and package nutritious African staples from
cereals, legumes and
tubers into handy
affordable packages that
can be cooked with no
stress in minutes. So far,
the company has 6 food
products with the brand
name “Mr. Kook” in the
Nigerian fast growing
food market.
Looking back at the
competition, the national
winner said, “The global
E n t r e p r e n e u r s ’’
Organisation network has connected me with experts in
my field that I could not have otherwise had access to.
Participation in the regional, now world-wide
entrepreneurs’ Organization Global Student
entrepreneur Awards has enable me to see the real impact
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Temophadis International will have on the world food
security and the sustainable development goal. This has
fast tracked my entrepreneurial aspirations.”
Sharing his experience judging the competition this
year, Brian Brault, EO Global Chairman said, “One of
the best aspects of the EO GSEA competition is the
realization it brings to student entrepreneurs that no
matter where you are in the world, being an entrepreneur
has many similarities. We have seen thousands of
students participate in local and national qualifiers on
the road to this final competition. The sense of purpose
from these students has been impressive and I applaud
our global competitors and our winners. Having heard
their stories, to say I’m humbles would be an
understatement”. Last year’s winner of the EO GSEA
competition and judge for this year, Julian Rios Cantu,
CEO Higia Technologies said, “The participants this
year were all very fascinating people with inspiring
businesses and personal stories. I’m very happy to be a
part of something like this that brings entrepreneurs
together at such a high level and I look forward to
watching these finalists continue to grow their
businesses.”
A total of 1500 student entrepreneurs participated in
local, national and regional level competitions
worldwide. Student entrepreneurs first competed
against peers locally and
54 finalists each
representing their home
countries made it to the
semi-final round of the
competition. Participants
in the EO GSEA
competition, college or
university students and
entrepreneurs that are
primarily responsible for a
business that has been
operational for at least six
consecutive months.
In addition to access to networking and mentorship,
participants stood a chance to win competition awards
worth a total of US$50,000, plus donated business
products and services.
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AT UNIFEMGA,
Abike Dabiri-Erewa
Preaches Peace, Unity

T

he Special Assistant to President Muhammadu
Buhari on Foreign Affairs and Diaspora, Hon.
Abike Dabiri-Erewa, has asserted that unity and
peace among others are germane to the existence of the
Nigerian-nation-state, saying government alone cannot
ensure this.
Dabiri-Erewa made this submission while delivering the
2018 National Reunion Lecture of the Unife Muslim
Graduates Association (UNIFEMGA) held at the
Oduduwa Hall of the University. The lecture is titled,
“Leveraging The Diaspora: Opportunities for the Mushin
Ummah”.
According to the former member of the Federal House of
Representatives, the challenges facing Nigeria are
enormous in terms of health, education and security among
others.
“But individually we must contribute our quota to the
growth and development of the country as we have no
other country than Nigeria. Nigerians in Diaspora are
doing fantastically well in their chosen profession and they
are making us proud, we have to be good ambassadors of
our country”, she stated.
According to her, President Muhammadu Buhari has
repatriated over 7,000 Nigerians from foreign countries to
Nigeria and over 2,000 are still being expected to be
repatriated.
“We are working very hard
Commission is established
programmes between the
Diasporans in all areas of
presidential aide emphasised.

to ensure that a Diaspora
to facilitate exchange of
home country and our
human endeavours”, the

Dabiri-Erewa added that the government of President
Buhari is making frantic efforts to curb menace of
xenophobia which is ravaging South Africa.
The Senior Special Assistant emphasised, “values and
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morals orientation should be inculcated in our younger
ones because the future for them is now and not
tomorrow”.
The Chairman of the occasion, Alhaji Abdulfattah
Olanrewaju Amoo commended UNIFEMGA for its
annual scholarship programme for students over the years,
adding that the association is contributing its quota to the
development of education in Nigeria.
Also speaking, the Chairman, Board of Trustees, National
Council of Nigerian Muslim Organisation (NCNMO)
North America, Alhaji Marshal Sulayman canvassed that
the association intensify its mentoring efforts on students,
saying that what is needed most is mentorship and
packaging because there is no difference between the
students in Nigeria and those overseas.
Speaking at the event, His Imperial Majesty, Oonirisa
Adeyeye Ogunwusi, Ojaja II, who was represented by
Loodoko Adimula, Chief Oluwole Bode-Thomas, also
lauded the scholarship scheme of UNIFEMGA.
In his goodwill message, Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Eyitope Ogunbodede appreciated the efforts of
UNIFEMGA at providing scholarship and hostel
accommodation for students in the University.
Ogunbodede said, “our desire is to admit more students but
due ot limited facilities, we can’t”.
The Vice-Chancellor pledged that the University will
partner with the Diasporans for development and
advancement of their alma-mater.
Earlier, in his welcome address, the National President of
UNIFEMGA, Alhaji Abdulwaheed Odeyimka, said, he
was highly elated for this year’s programme which saw the
award of scholarship worth N4,540,000:00k to 79
students.
The value of the scholarship awarded by UNIFEMGA till
date is N31,201,000:00k for a total number of 556 students
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T

he congregation of
Quantity Surveying
CONGREGATION of
the Obafemi
came third with six
A w o l o w o
hundred and eighty-eight
University, Ile-Ife has
(688) votes. Others are Dr.
elected new members into
Oluwadare Ogunlade of
the six vacant seats in the
the department of
INTO THE
Senate of the University
Physiological Sciences
for a term of two years.
who clinched forth
The keenly contested
position with six hundred
election by twelve (12)
and seventeen (617) votes
congregation members
a n d D r. Wa h e e d
from different departments
Bamigbade of the
in the university was conducted as
department of English and Mr. Misbau
scheduled and ended peacefully in Ile-Ife
Lateef of the department of Jurisprudence
and Ibadan centres. The result of the
and Private Law who placed fifth and sixth
election returned Dr. Niyi Sunmonu of the
with five hundred (594) and ninety-four
department of Physics Engineering who
and five hundred and ninety-two (592)
came first with seven hundred and thirtyvotes respectively.
one (731) votes. Dr. Abiodun Agboola of
The conduct of the election was peaceful
the department of Agric Extension and
and all the contestants accepted the result
Rural Development came second with
of the election.
seven hundred and two (702) votes while
Dr. (Mrs.) Kehinde Ojo of the department

ELECTS NEW
MEMBERS
MEMBERS

SENATE

OAU, CAPITAL EXPRESS ASSURANCE
TALK COVERS FOR STAFF, STUDENTS

T

he authorities of the Obafemi Awolowo University
have indicated interest to further consider overtures
of Capital Express Assurance Limited, a leading
player in the insurance business, to provide insurance
policies for both staff and students of the University for a
token.
Talks about the covers and their details dominated
discussions at a reception organized for a delegation of
Capital Express Assurance Limited which visited the ViceChancellor Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede in his office in
respect of the firm’s proposed business partnership with the
University.
Professor Ogunbodede thanked the visitors for coming up
with the innovative products being offered the University,
pledging that the proposal will be tabled before relevant and
appropriate decision-making organs of the University for
consideration, adding that the University will
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intensify effort to ensure
that proposal is
implemented within the
shortest time possible.
Messrs Adedeji Adeseun
Kehinde; Tunde Oyewole;
Matthew Ogwezhi
represented Capital
Express Assurance
Limited. In their company
were Dr. (Prince) Martins
Adereti and Revd.
Olukunle Olufemi, the
Rector and Registrar of the
Ife Business School
respectively.

NAAT NATIONAL EXCO
MEETS OGUNBODEDE
...As Local Branch Elects Officers

T

he National Executive Council of the National
Association of Academic Technologists (NAAT) led
by the National Chairman, Comrade (Alhaji) Sanni
Suleiman has met the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, to discuss matters bordering on the welfare of
the association’s members in the employ of the University,
even as he showered encomiums on the Vice-Chancellor for
his leadership style and more importantly, his welfarist
approach to University administration
The meeting which doubled as a courtesy visit too, was held
inside the Committee Room – 05, Floor -0- Gallery, on the
Ground Floor of the University Hall, with the Deputy ViceChancellor (Administration), Professor Chris Ajila, and the
Bursar, Mr. Samson Ayansina, in attendance. Although,
issues such as non-implementation of some cogent portions
of the Federal Government (FG)/NAAT 2009 Agreement
like unduly long waiting period for promotion; nonconducive work environment; among others dominated
discussions at the meeting, yet the NAAT-boss commended
the University administration for dealing decisively and
boldly with the recent case of sexual harassment, adding that
other Universities should take a cue from OAU’s zero
tolerance for sexual harassment of any type or kind.
Comrade Suleiman further seized the opportunity of the

visit, which came up as part of the Thirty-seventh (37th)
quarterly meeting of NAAT’s Council, holding on OAU
campus, to extend invitation to Professor Ogunbodede to
flag-off the meeting as the guest of honour. In his response,
the Vice-Chancellor assured the visitors that all concerns
raised and presented before the University administration
will be looked into.
Professor Ogunbodede while challenging NAAT members
in the University to work assiduously and conscientiously at
their duty posts so as to earn the respects of other colleagues
and professionals, hinted that the University has concluded
plans to introduced an online laboratory work ethic
programme to be made compulsory for new members of
staff at all levels.

NAAT ELECTS NEW EXCO

T

he National Association of Academic
Technologists (NAAT), Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife branch has elected new
executive committee members in an election
supervised by the Associations Vice-President II,
Comrade Engr. Peter Oddiah who represented
both the National President and the Vice-President
respectively, and witnessed by other Unions in the
University.
The election returned the following: Adeyosoye
O.I. of the department of Animal Sciences as the
Chairman, Aminu R.R. of the department of
Mechanical Engineering as the Vice-Chairman
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while Adeyeye J.O.S. of the Teaching and

Research Farm was elected as Secretary.
Others are Idowu C.O. of the department of
Orthopaedic Surgery and Traumology, Assistant
Secretary; Ogundipe of the department of
Architecture, Treasurer; Toromade O.G. of the
Teaching and Research Farm, Financial Secretary;
Oluwaniyi O.M. of the department of
Pharmacology, Public Relation Officer and
Ogunseeyin J.O. of the department of Agricultural
and Environmental Engineering as an Ex-Officio
member.
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T

he Public Complaint Commission (PCC) led by
the new Honourable Commissioner for the state,
Barrister Ganiyu Olatoye Aminu, has paid a
familiarization and fact-finding visit to the ViceChancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede.

The Vice-Chancellor explained that the petition on
delayed result and certificate earlier forwarded to the
University had been dealt with and the result had been
processed to Senate for approval adding that the
certificate is almost ready, and that in a few days,
he will ensure the delivery of the certificate
to the “Ombudsman” office at Osogbo as
PUBLIC
requested.

The PCC-boss told his host that it is expected
of him, having been recently posted to
Osun State, to pay courtesy visits to
heads of other establishments and
agencies in the state in order to
COMPLAINT
familiarize himself with them and
the workings of their
COMMISSION (PCC)
organizations so as to foster
IN OAU ON
cooperation and collect ideas.

He went on to provide detailed
information on the
accommodation problem on
campus, asserting that the
challenge will soon be a thing of
the past as the University is
working tirelessly to get more
hostels built through private
investors that have shown interest in
helping out.

FAMILIARIZATION,
Barrister Ganiyu Aminu further
said that he has to come on the visit
FACT-FINDING
also, so that the University can be
informed about the petitions against
VISIT
it from Parents and Guardians of
students who could not be given
“On the transportation problems being
accommodation on campus. He equally
faced by students living off campus,
sought speedy settlement of a petition from an
TETFUND has recently approved funds for OAU to
alumnus of the Department of International Relations, acquire more buses to ease the problem and to build new
whose results were not processed nor certificate of degree toilets and refurbish existing ones on campus”, the Viceissued for four (4) years.
Chancellor said.
While making reference to the “sex-for-mark” scandal
Professor Ogunbodede while responding, having and reiterating the University’s zero tolerance for such,
welcomed the Honourable Commissioner and his team, Professor Ogunbodede called on the PCC to come to the
appreciated the commission for the good work being done aid of the University so as to combat this menace and
in helping the masses get justice easily and faster at no cost completely rid the ivory tower of the bad conduct.
against the Federal, State and Local Governments or even
Private Organizations.

OAU RESEARCHERS
AWARDED PATENT
IN COLLABORATIVE
RESEARCH WORKS

T

he invention which is
in field of Natural
Products, Drug
Discovery, Public Health and
Pharmacy. Is a discovery of a
new anti-cancer oleanolic acid
glycoside from the leaf of
Massularia acuminate using
methanethiosulfonate (MTS)
cell proliferation assay with
Chlorambucil (200 ug/mL) as
standard drug.
The leaf ethanolic extract
demonstrated the highest anti-cancer activity
amongst other plant parts and was fractionated
into n-hexane, ethlacetate, n-butanol and aqueous
fractions. The most active ethylacetate fraction
was purified on repeated column chromatography
plus preparative thin-layer chromatography
(PTLC) which afforded the new compound and
was characterized as a-L-rhamnopyranosyl-(1
2)-3-O-aD-glucopyranosyl oleanolic acid. The
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compound demonstrated
higher anti-cancer activity
than the standard drug used. It
was cytotoxis against breast
(MDA-MB-231, Hs578t and
JIMT-1), cervical (HeLa),
prostate (PC3 and DU145),
and pancreatic (MiaPaCa2)
cancer cell lines at 25 ug/mL
compared to the standard drug
at 200 ug/mL.
The
mechanism of action of this compound was found
to be by apoptosis, which is a lead broad spectrum
anticancer compound against prostate, breast,
cervical, and pancreatic cancers, hence the patent.
The patent which was processed through the
OAU’s IPTTO Office was presented to the
inventors: Professor Joseph Aladesanmi; Mr.
Ayodeji Oriola; Professor Gilbert Arthur, and Dr.
Frank Schweizer.
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OAU TO MENTOR,
NURTURE KINGS
VARSITY TOO

T

he Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife has
acceded to the request of the National Universities’
Commission (NUC) that it nurtures and mentors
Kings University, a faith-based institution located at OdeOmu, owned by the United Kingdom-based Kingsway
International Christian Centre (KICC) founded by Pastor
Matthew Ashimolowo, an illustrious son of the ancient
town.
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede
gave an indication of the University authorities’ consent to
increase the pool of varsities it is providing guidance for,
with the coming on board of Kings University, while
hosting a delegation from the newly assigned menteeinstitution, led by its Vice-Chancellor, Professor Diran
Famurewa.
Professor Ogunbodede, having welcomed the visitors to
his office assured them of OAU’s readiness to help Kings
University like all other varsities attached to OAU, attain
reputable status in the comity of world renowned
universities, adding that both institutions will have to
jointly determine the areas of immediate attention and
action.
He disclosed that OAU will do all that is necessary within
the ambit of available resources to impact Kings
University such that the benefits of the relationship will be
crystal clear, even as he challenged the leadership of the
mentee-varsity to work assiduously at making the
relationship mutually beneficial.
The Vice-Chancellor while commenting on the list of
things the NUC has requested OAU to help Kings
University address ahead of its Resources Verification
visit to the institution, hinted that efforts will be made to
meet the deadline; but that Kings University’s
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management could contact NUC to reschedule the visit in
the event that meeting the deadline is impossible.
Speaking, Kings University’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Famurewa, expressed elation and optimism at the
prospects of the mentorship of the Obafemi Awolowo
University, saying that his university is indeed fortunate
to have been assigned to OAU. He continued that Kings
University has no doubts whatsoever about OAU’s ability
to provide the much needed guidance and pedestal for
excellence in teaching and research, even now that the
University is preparing to graduate its first set of students
next year.
Professor Famurewa told his host that his University will
consider the suggestions of Professor Ogunbodede on the
approaching NUC’s Resource Verification visit, which
were similarly shared by both Mr. Awa Arua, the
representative of the Honourable Minister of Education
on OAU’s Governing Council, and Professor Simeon
Bamire, OAU’s Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) in
their separate remarks during the brief reception at the
Vice-Chancellor’s office. Other Principal Officers of the
University, who were on hand to receive the Kings
University’s team included the Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Administration), Professor Chris Ajila; the Registrar,
Mrs. Margaret Omosule; the University Librarian, Dr.
Femi Oguntuase; and the Bursar, Mr. Samson Ayansina.
Kings University’s delegation also had the Registrar,
Mrs. Dorothy Salami; the Director of Academic Planning
and Quality Assurance; Deans of the Faculties of Science;
Humanities, Management and Social Science; Professors
Malomo; Kuku; and Adigun respectively, as well as the
Corporate Affairs Officer, Mr. Adeosun Yinka.
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T

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede, has played host to a
delegation from one of the University’s
foreign partners, CARTA, led by Professor Sharon
Ford, appreciating the donor agency for the
supports OAU has enjoyed since the
commencement of the relationship, even as he
submitted that the University is very proud to be
associated with CARTA.
While enumerating the diverse interventions that
CARTA has had at OAU and their attendant
impacts, Professor Ogunbodede stated that
numerous staff of the University benefitted
directly from the funding opportunities and
programmes provided
by Professor Sharon
Ford’s initiative.
The Vice-Chancellor
urged the CARTAboss not to be daunted
by the associated
challenges of her
responsibilities,
adding that OAU will
always be supportive,
especially with respect
to the preparations for
the programme which
CARTA has requested OAU to host. He assured
her that the University will ensure that the
programme is memorable for all participants.
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The Vice-Chancellor further appreciated the
OAU-Coordinator of CARTA, Professor
Mabayoje Aluko, Dean, Faculty of Social Science
and Chairman, Committee of Deans, for the good
work he has been doing. He assured him that the
University administration is appreciative of his
efforts and those of other members of his team.
While speaking, Professor Sharon Ford said it was
nice visiting OAU again, having last visited in
2009. She thanked the Vice-Chancellor and his
management team for the warm welcome, noting
that she is looking forward to the successful
hosting of the forth-coming programme on OAU’s
campus just as she observed that the serene
atmosphere on OAU
Campus and the
beautiful scenery
earned rave reviews
and comments of
participants at the last
programme CARTA
held at OAU. Professor
Sharon Ford enjoined
the University
administration to keep
the flag flying,
maintaining that apart
from America and
Europe, Nigeria remains another location where
great and discernible minds churn out innovative
projects and ideas.
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NIQS SALUTES OAU,
SAYS PROGRAM IS
TOP-RANKED

T

he Nigerian Institute of
Quantity Surveyors has
commended the University
administration for leaving no stone unturned in the quest for excellence in the
Quantity Survey programme of the University, adding that such commitment, no
doubt, has been responsible for the top-ranked status the course enjoys within and
beyond the shores of the country.
The NIQS made this known while a team from its headquarters paid a working visit
to the University, precisely, the Department of Quantity Surveying in the Faculty of
Environmental Design and Management, and as part of the exercise, called on the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede in his office, accompanied by the
Dean of the Faculty, Professor Bola Babalola and other Faculty members.
Speaking, the President of NIQS and leader of the team, QS Obafemi Onashile,
openly commended the leadership style of the Vice-Chancellor and lauded the
efforts of his management team at providing adequate support for the ViceChancellor to take the University to the next levels, adding that the aura of
cooperation, togetherness and unity of purpose is apparent for all to see.
He further remarked that the NIQS is indeed proud of the Dean of the Faculty,
Professor Babalola, as one of the outstanding leading lights of the profession and
particularly, for representing the NIQS well in the headship of the Faculty, asserting
that reports of her exploits administratively and in the field of academics as regards
her modest contribution to the advancement of the frontiers of knowledge have been
strikingly encouraging.
While informing Professor Ogunbodede that the NIQS has established a Young
Quantity Surveyors Forum to help fresh graduates and other categories of students
settle well into the professional body, QS Onashile hinted that students and
graduates of the University have been trailblazers and good standard bearers, more
so that they pioneered recruitment into the forum.
Giving an indication of the Institute’s readiness to further cement its relationship
with OAU, the NIQS President lamented the quality of the programme being run at
some Institutions in the country, saying the NIQS can never identify with such
programme nor visit such Institutions, disclosing too that the Institute is working to
connect lecturers from different universities, especially those on sabbatical leave to
meet and join forces to equip the youngsters in YQSF with more and adequate
knowledge.

QS Obafemi Onashile who said he is
ready, being an alumnus of the
University, ditto his first Vice
President, QS Yemi Shonubi, to redouble his
efforts at giving back to his alma-mater,
charged the Vice-Chancellor to device a means
to connect with other well meaning alumni and
donors/investors so that the vast resource base
required for the development of the University
can be generated. He explained the workings
of an endowment fund which the University
can benefit from to undertake certain
programmes.
Earlier in his welcome remark, the ViceChancellor recalled the quality of work done by
the NIQS while the structure for medical
students on the premises of the Teaching
Hospital was still under construction during his
term as the Provost of the College of Health
Sciences, adding that the University has the
duty and responsibility to introduce students to
the full practical aspect of their courses of study
in order for them to learn and be able to
command mastery on the field.
“The University has been contacting
outstanding professionals in various fields who
can impart practical knowledge on the students
to balance the academic and theoretical
impartation in the lecture rooms. We have
some retired judges in the Faculty of Law
already. We are talking with Chief Olu Falae
presently. The bottom line is that we want it
spread across all the programmes in the
University”, Professor Ogunbodede said.

IALE INAUGURATED
AJIBADE BECOMES
PIONEER PRESIDENT

T

he International
Association of Language
Educators (IALE), a new
global body of eminent
professors and academics with
specialisation in language
education and languages related
disciplines, has formally
inaugurated, and a Professor in
the University’s Faculty of
Education, Yetunde Ajibade, has
been emerged the pioneer
International President of the
association.
The inauguration ceremony which saw the election officers to pilot the affairs
of the association was hosted in OAU to honour the convener and brain
behind the association, Yetunde Ajibade, who was unanimously chosen to
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lead other members. Professor Makinde of
the Lagos State University (LASU), Lagos
was elected as the International VicePresident, with other officers from various
Universities.
The association was inaugurated to fill a big
vacuum which has hitherto affected
development across societies globally.
“Any attempt made in societies without
recourse to language pedagogy is an
exercise in futility. This is one main reason
the problem of language teaching and
learning activities in educational
institutions right from pre-primary to
tertiary institutions remain intractable”,
Ajibade said.

MAGAZINE

OAU, UNIVERSITIES OF
ARMSTERDAM, NAIROBI
TO COLLABORATE ON
PAEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY

T

h e Vi c e Chancellor,
Professor
E y i t o p e
Ogunbodede, has
indicated the
University’s
readiness to
collaborate with the
Universities of
Armsterdam and
Nairobi on studies
in the area of
P a e d i a t r i c
Oncology.
The Vice-Chancellor gave this indication in a chat with a visiting
Professor of Paediatric Oncology from the University of Armsterdam,
Professor Gertjan Kaspers, who paid him a courtesy call as part of his
one-day working visit to the University’s Department of Paediatrics in
the College of Health Sciences, to deepen discussions bordering on
Paediatric Oncology.
Professor Ogunbodede who said the University Administration is
looking forward to concretizing the tripartite collaboration, assured the
guest that the University has all that will be required to make the
collaboration successful, noting that it is not sheer coincidence that the
idea of the collaboration is coming up now that the University is
overhauling the curricular of its various programmes to accommodate
the realities of the present-day.
The Vice-Chancellor further stated that the collaboration will not only
help project the image of the University, it will also provide a solid
pedestal for the training of staff and students, and for research. While
appreciating the visiting professor for his interest in OAU, Ogunbodede
charged the leadership of the College and the Department of Paediatrics
to set machinery in motion to actualize the collaboration within the
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shortest possible time. Speaking,
Professor Gertjan Kaspers, who thanked
his hosts for the warm reception, said his
home-country encourages
collaborations with other academics,
researchers and institutions all over the
world, for the betterment of mankind,
adding that through collaborative
efforts, a sub-Saharan hospital was set
up in Kenya.
He continued that the complementing
resource centre is now to be established
through a foundation for the outreach
project and international collaboration,
highlighting the great benefits that the
exchange of knowledge and ideas will
bring to the collaborators.
Professor Gertjan Kaspers submitted
that with all that he met on ground in the
University, he is certain that the
collaboration will be successful.
He was led to the office of the ViceChancellor by a six-man team from the
College of Health Sciences comprising
the Provost, Professor Kayode
Ijadunola; the Deputy Provost,
Professor Ayo Salako; the Head,
Department of Paediatrics, Professor
Wasiu Olowu; Professor Oluwagbemiga
Adeodu and Dr. Femi Adefehinti of the
Department of Paediatrics; and Dr.
Tewogbade Adeoye Adedeji of the
Department of Chemical Pathology.

MAGAZINE
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OAU
Hosts

th

AfricaLics
Doctoral Academy
– Ogunbodede reaffirms commitment to AISPI

T

he Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife,
hosted to numerous scientist and
technologists from all over the globe for the
fifth (5th) Doctoral Academy and Open Symposium
of the African Network for the Economics of
Learning, Innovation and Competence Building
Systems (AfricaLics) with the theme; "Rethinking
National Innovation System for Africa's
Development”. The programme, which highlight is
its two-week intensive doctoral academy, offers
training for thirty (30) African doctoral candidates
whose research works are selected by a team of
scholars and reviewers, is hosted by OAU's African
Institute for Science Policy and Innovation (AISPI) in
collaboration with the National Centre for
Technology Management (NACETEM) with support
from the Swedish International Development Agency
(SIDA) through AfricaLics.
In his flag-off remarks, the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor 'Tope Ogunbodede, bemoaned the lull that
trailed the initiative of the then University
administration of Professor Michael Faborode to
have AISPI upgraded to a UNESCO Category II
Institute, describing it aptly as the height of
institutional unseriousness which must change if the
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aspiration to have the
University repositioned so as
to consolidate the attained
goals of the founding fathers,
is not to remain a mirage.
Professor Ogunbodede who
recalled being on the team
from the University that
engaged UNESCO on the
project in 2011, stated that by
now, six (6) years after AISPI
would have witnessed a
tremendous geometric
development if the
i m m e d i a t e - p a s t
administration had fellowedup and fulfilled the
conditionalities for the
upgrade which were very well
on course before the
expiration of Professor
Faborode's tenure of office.
Challenging the participants
to make the most of the

MAGAZINE

opportunities the open symposium would throw-up
for the ultimate benefit of the African continent, the
new Vice-Chancellor tasked AISPI to redouble its
efforts as he has reached out to UNESCO to re-open
talks on the abandoned upgrade project. He thanked
AfricaLics, SIDA, NACETEM and all other
collaborators and sponsors for the good works done in
putting the doctoral academy programme together
against all odds, adding that posterity would reckon
with them as the vehicle of science, technology and
innovation policy attainment in Africa.
Also in their separate speeches at the Open
Symposium, the Executive Director, Science,
Technology and Innovation Research Organization
(STIPRO), Dares Salam, Tanzania and Chair, Board
of AfricaLics, Dr. Bitrina Diyamett; the Director
AISPI and Secretary-General of the AfricaLics
Academy, Professor Timothy Oyebisi; the Academic
Director of the 5th AfricaLics Ph.D Academy,
Professor Matthew Ilori, the Director-General and
Chief Executive Officer of NACETEM, Professor
Okechukwu Ukwuoma, represented by the Deputy
Director (Research), Dr. Ayobami Opewale; and the
Dean, Faculty of Technology, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Professor Benjamin Imasogie, charged
the African continent to adopt pragmatic and
concerted efforts at Science and Technology
development rather than paying lip service to it and
denying genuine efforts and yearnings of STI policy
advocates the much-needed political and financial
support. They submitted further that the 5th
AfricaLics doctoral academy could not have come at
a more auspicious time than now that African states
eagerly yearn to thread a new path to sustainable
economic development having been dealt a decisive
blow by the global slump in the prices of natural
resources, giving rise to severe economic recession.
According to the organizers, a double blinded review
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process involving twenty-four
(24) scholars from all over the
world was adopted to
scrutinize a total of fifty-two
(52) applications received
from candidates from twelve
(12) African countries who
are in their second (2nd) year
of doctoral studies in Africa,
America, Asia and Europe,
out of which thirty-one (31)
applicants were eventually
selected to participate in the
2017 academy hosted by
O b a f e m i Aw o l o w o
University. Six (6) of them
were from low income
countries and six (6) are
females.
For two weeks, the selected
applicants were not only
exposed to the theories,
research methods and
empirical research in Science,
Technology and Innovation,
they also attended lectures
delivered by scholars,
development practitioners
and policy makers from
France, South Africa, China,
Tanzania, Germany and
Nigeria among others.
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OGUNBODEDE CANVASSES PRAYER
FOR OAU AS FELLOWSHIP OF
MINISTERS, MDCAN VISIT

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede has charged all-and-sundry,
particularly clerics who are equally in the
employment of the University, to redouble their
efforts at interceding for the sustenance of the
peace and stability which the University
Community has enjoyed in the last one year, even
as he called on his professional colleagues to
consider collaborating with the university
administration in its quest to enhance service
delivery and training.
The Vice-Chancellor who made these assertions
while receiving members of the Fellowship of
Ministers in the University and a delegation of the
Medical and Law Dental Consultants Association
of Nigeria (MDCAN). OAUTHC Ile-Ife Branch,
on separate courtesy visits, remarked that he was
indeed very delighted that the two groups of
visitors were among the very first set of callers to
his office to wish him well in the new position.
Interacting with the Fellowship of Ministers led
by Professor Timothy Oyebisi who represented
the Chairman, Venerable Professor Rotimi
Adagunodo the Vice-Chancellor challenged them
to embrace female gender participation in their
activities, maintaining that the fellowship's
outlook should reflect the gender equity stance of
the University.
Speaking further, Professor Ogunbodede, having
quoted copiously from the books of Isaiah 47
verse 10, II Kings 2 verse 19, and Isaiah 1 verse
25, enjoined the men of God to join him in
directing their prayers against the spirit of “bad
aluta” which usually halts the smooth running of
academic calendar and delays progress of the
institution.
“I am on rescue mission, trying to correct many
anomalies. Please join me in prayers to remain
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humble, so that I do not do anything against the
will of God by whom's favour and mercy I am
here. Also pray for the OAU Community in its
entirety, the management team, especially the
newly appointed Librarian, Dr. Femi Oguntuase
who just assumed duty”, he said.
Speaking on behalf of the Fellowship, the
Chaplain of All Souls' Chapel, Rev. (Dr.) Adeola
Adeniyi congratulated the Vice-Chancellor on his
appointment as the eleventh (11th) substantive
Vice-Chancellor of the institution and expressed
immense appreciation to his team for granting
them audience, adding that the Fellowship was
full of thanks to God for giving him the
opportunity to be in the saddle of administration
at this time.
The Chaplain, while advising Professor
Ogunbodede to always seek the face and counsel
of God in all his day to day activities. He also
encouraged him to pray for his followers and for
the discerning spirit to differentiate between evil
and good counsels.
Rev. Adeniyi who stated further that as spiritual
leaders they cannot close their eyes to the menace
of proliferation of unsupervised worship centres
on campus, called for urgent action in affirming
control and order even as he requested the viceChancellor and the University's authorities to
help in mending the road leading to the religious
centre because of its bad state. He also seized the
opportunity to appeal for the reimbursement of
the money spent to repair the faulty electricity
transformer serving the religious centre.
Prayers were subsequently offered for peace,
stability, security, industrial harmony, progress of
the University and success of the Vice-Chancellor
and his management team.
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A group photograph taken during the visit of the
delegation of the Osun State Conference of the
Seventh Day Adventist Church

T

he Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede has
received a delegation of the
Osun State Conference of the
Seventh Day Adventist Church
led by Pastor Joseph Adebomi in his
office.

OGUNBODEDE
HOSTS ADVENTIST
CHURCH DELEGATION
...STRESSES THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF
PRAYERS IN SOLVING
PROBLEMS

In his remarks, the Vice-Chancellor thanked the
delegation for creating the time to pay him a visit
and also appreciated their prayers for the
University, claiming that without it, the
University would have closed down amidst the
chaos that enthralled it last year.
Professor Ogunbodede also used the opportunity
to reaffirm his commitment to an open
administration, adding that he is not an island of
knowledge. The OAU helmsman also promised
to create an environment that has the fear of God
in it and to leave a legacy of God fearing people.
Replying to the complaint made by the delegation
concerning the challenges faced by their students
in coming for academic activities on Saturdays,
the VC implored them to pray earnestly adding
that potency of the prayers backed up with total
dependence on God is the only solution to an
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issue that is “technical and highly
political” as theirs.

He said: “I believe in having faith in
God, it's only God that can solve this
problem; depending on God as the
only way and that there is no answer in
man. I am ready to cooperate with you but
you also need to pray,” he added.
While stating his readiness in helping the Church
on any issue, the VC used the medium to solicit
for prayers for himself, the Principal Officers and
for peace and tranquillity to reign in the entire
University community.
Earlier in his comments, the leader of the
delegation, Pastor Adebomi disclosed that the
purpose of the visit was to felicitate with
Professor Ogunbodede on his recent appointment
th
as the 11 substantive Vice-Chancellor of the
University, and also to show appreciation for the
support the University has given to the Student
Fellowship of the church in OAU.
Prayers were then offered to God by the Pastor
and his team for a successful tenure to the VC and
also for the progress of the university.
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OYEDEPO TO CHRISTIANS:
REMAIN ON-THE-GO FOR GOD!
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede and
the Presiding Bishop of the Living Faith Church International
a.k.a. Winners’ Chapel, Dr. David Oyedepo, during an
interdenominational service organized on campus

The Presiding Bishop of the Living Faith Church, a.k.a Winners’
Chapel International, Dr. David Oyedepo, has enjoined Christians
irrespective of their denominational leanings to be much more
fervent in kingdom stewardship and promotion, even as he
submitted further that no other occupation guarantees the
magnitude of rewards that God grants those who are excitedly
committed to the advancement of His will.
Dr. Oyedepo who stated these in his teaching at the Special Miracle
Service organised by the Campus Christian Mobilization
Committee of the University, enumerated glowingly, the attendant
rewards of being on-the-go for Christ, emphasising living in the
supernatural and miraculous as one of the Chief rewards obtainable.
In the sermon titled “Understanding Your Root in the Supernatural”,
Bishop Oyedepo challenged all-and-sundry to desist from the
miracle-seeking-syndrome and rather, embrace the God-ordained
channel of making miracles follow them always, by remaining
steadfast in carrying out His will and engaging in Kingdom
advancement exercises.
According to him, “no one enlists in kingdom advancement
ventures genuinely and gets disappointed in the end. Our God does

not fail to reward His workers duly”.
Earlier, the attendees who had converged at the
University’s Religious Ground for the open-air-service,
had interceeded for the immediate release of Ms. Leah
Sharibu of the Dapchi School Girls’ abduction fame; the
continued progress and development of Ile-Ife and peace
in the University.
Other highlight of the apostolic visit of Dr. Oyedepo was
the striking testimony by a fifty-three (53) year-old
woman, Mrs. Adekoya Cecilia, who had miraculous conception and
delivery; among other recorded instant miracles of healing as
testified by those who received the divine touch

OGUNBODEDE RECEIVES GOFAMINT’S DGO

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede,
hosted the Deputy General Overseer of the Gospel
Faith Mission International (GOFAMINT), Past (Dr.)
Emmanuel Oluwayemi, who visited the University Campus
for a three-day programme.
While receiving the guest who was accompanied on the visit
by other clerics, Professor Ogunbodede, himself a member of
the denomination, appreciated the Deputy General Overseer
for his support since he heard of his expression of interest in
the position of the Vice-Chancellor of the University.
Professor Ogunbodede seizing the opportunity of the visit,
disclosed how the Lord used Pastor (Dr.) Oluwayemi to
spiritually sanitize the office of the vice-chancellor upon his
appointment, highlighting that the clergyman discovered
charms and other fetish items in the office, while on a visit to
dedicate the office for him before occupying it officially.
The Vice-Chancellor, however, solicited further prayers for
the sustenance of peace and progress of the University, stating
that he is convinced that but for the fervent prayers of the
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people from within and outside the
University Community, OAU may
have been grounded.
Pastor (Dr.) Oluwayemi, while
speaking, corroborated the
assertions of Professor
Ogunbodede adding that the Lord
has indeed intervened in the
situation of the University and
altered the unfavourable course of
events for the sake of the faithful in
the University community.
He assured the University
administration of the intercessory
support of the General Overseer of
GOFAMINT, Pastor (Dr.) Elijah
Abina, who he represented on the
visit.

MAGAZINE

VC LEADS
MANAGEMENT
TEAM TO OAU
CENTRAL MOSQUE
Former Registrar, Mr. Dotun Awoyemi (3rd left); Dean, Students’ Affairs, Professor Isiaka Aransi;;
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic), Professor Simeon Bamire; Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede; Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Administration), Professor Chris Ajila and Imam of the OAU
Central Mosque, Professor Abubakre Sanusi, during a Jumaat Service

T

he Vice-Chancellor, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Professor Eyitope
Ogunbodede has led other Principal officers
of the University on a visit to the OAU Central
Mosque.

The VC then solicited for the collective support of
the entire University community asserting that “the
governance of OAU is a collective effort”. He also
used the opportunity of the visit to request supportive
prayers from the Muslim Community.”

It was his first official visit since the commencement
of the new administration to thank the Muslim
community for their relentless efforts and their
prayers in making peace return to the University
The Vice-Chancellor was accompanied by his newly
elected deputies, Professors Adebayo Bamire
(Academics) and Chris Ajila (Administration)
respectively; the Registrar; Mr. Dotun Awoyemi, and
the University Librarian, Dr. Femi Oguntuase and
other officials of the University.

Earlier in his sermon, the Chief Imam OAU Central
Mosque, Professor Abubakre Sanusi drawing from
the life of the Prophet Mohammed, implored the V.C
to make his position and authority count in changing
people's lives, stressing that he (the VC) has the
opportunity to be at the helm of affairs at this
important period in the University.

Opting to address the congregation in Yoruba
language, the Vice-Chancellor stated that: “God used
the Muslim community to bring a solution to some
issues that would have caused conflict and chaos in
the University”.

The Imam also added that the University has suffered
much from Injustice and urged the V.C to lead with
the fear of God. He further entreated the V.C to seek
the help of Allah in the administration of the
university and also stated the readiness of the
Muslim community in assisting the University's
management for the progress of the University.
Prayers were then offered for the V.C, the
management team and the entire University
Community.

Speaking further, Professor Ogunbodede disclosed
that positions of authority are to be used
to impact the lives of followers and not
to oppress saying that “anyone in a
position, must fear God because if he
uses that position to oppress the masses,
the punishment will be too much to
bear”
He promised to lead the University with
the fear of God and ensure that justice
prevails in all things, praying that all
injustice, deceit and any form of
cheating and unfaithfulness would be
subdued by God just as “every evil seed
sown in OAU, causing chaos and
The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Eyitope Ogunbodede (m) flanked by other
confusion will be uprooted.”

principal officers of the University, and the leadership of the OAU Muslim
Community during an official visit to the OAU Central Mosque
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Newly
Renovated
OAU Students’
Halls of
Residence
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